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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE APPOINTMENT of Mr. W. Godfrey Allen to conduct a 


survey of the Sheldonian, Oxford, is announced. p. 423 
THE VIEWS of housing authorities on the adequacy cf the 


Government's slum-clearance programme (recently announced 
by the Prime Minister as being for 200,000 people per annum) 
are being canvassed by the National Housing and Town Planning 
Council. p. 423 


WEST BERLIN’S WAR- DAMAGE, at the present rate of repair, 


will be completed by 1960, states a correspondent. p. 424 
CURRENT TRENDS in American hote! design are referred to 
in an article on p. 436 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS in the United Kingdom which 
limit the proportion of new dwellings which benefit from the 
general subsidies are criticised in a survey just published by 


ECE. p. 439 


THE NUMBER OF MEN engaged in the direct labour depart- 
ments of local authorities increased from 18,000 in 1950 to 
20,000 by 1954, savs a MHLG report, which also states that 
the cost of a 3-bedroom traditional house of 915 sq. ft., begun 
in 1953 and completed in 1954, was about £1,385 on average. 
The report begins on p. 441 


THE ENDING of all minimum price arrangements for semi- 
manufactures of copper and copper-based alloys in the home 
market is recommended in a report prepared by the Monopolies 
Commission, p. 455 


Temple Bar 625 1-2-3-4 


THE GOVERNMENT AND 
PLANNING COSTS 


(THE Explanatory Memorandum now issued by the 

Ministry of Housing and Locai Government on the 
Revised System of Exchequer Grants to Local Authorities, 
under the Town and Country Planning Acts, 1947 and 1954, 
is a much simpler * document than the one it supplants, 
namely that issued by the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, under the 1947 Act, in 1950. The reasons for 
this are that in lieu of grants of varying percentages for 
various purposes, weighted according to average rateable 
value per head of population of various types of local 
authority, a flat rate grant of 50 per cent. is now applicable 
for all purposes and all types of local authority. 
The only exemption is that the standard grant 
can, at the discretion of the Minister, be increased up to 75 
per cent. towards the expenditure incurred in the acqui- 
sition, clearing and preliminary development of land for 
use as public open space. 

It will, perhaps, be convenient to deal with the exception 
first, and to note that it alone applies to Parish Councils. 
It was not provided for in the 1954 Bill, but was intro- 
duced into the Act, largely at the instance of the National 
Playing Fields Association which showed that, despite the 
increase in grant provided for by the Bill, it would not, 
particularly in the case of the smalier local authorities, 
balance the extra cost of land compared with the price a‘ 
which it could be acquired for open space use under the 
1947 Act, plus development charge as benevolently admin- 
istered by the Central Land Board. 


The present Memorandum indicaies the method the 
Minister will apply with reference te the possible extra 
25 per cent. : (a) the expenditure in a year will not warrant 
a grant higher than 50 per cent. unless the loan charges 
thereon amount to the product of one-ienth of a penny rate 
or more, and the local rate in the pound is not more than 
2s. above the average rate for England and Wales: (b) above 
this average the grant is graded up to a maximum of 75 
per cent. 

The provisions with reference to te normal grant of 
50 per cent. applicable to all other cases, are dealt with in 
relation to three categories: (a) Redevelopment grants, i.e., 
in respect of the acquisition, clearing and preliminary 
development of land acquired for redevelopment, including 
the development or redevelopment of areas of extensive 
war damage, bad layout er obsolete development or for 
other planning purposes including the acquisition of the 
site of a non-conforming industry or of derelict land i 
order to bring it back into use, or towards the acquisition 
of land which the local authority has to acquire under 
Section 19 of the 1947 Act: (b) Grants in respect of com- 
pensation, etc., payable under Part III of the 1947 Act, e.g., 
Control of Development, involving in some cases payment 
of compensation for refusal of permission to develop or for 
conditions attached to a permission, or for the revocation 
or modification of a prerens susienesiniasealia or in relation 
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to tree preservation orders or orders for the preservation loan charges will be calculated on the annuity basis y § cablis 
of buildings of special architectural or historic interest or the rate of interest applicable in the case of Public Wor, be 
in relation to a successful challenge of an advertisement Loan Board loans repayable over a period of 60 years § jught 
displayed before August 1, 1948. Grants are also avail- The expenditure which may be included in the cost of th. 
able for compensation payable under Part VIII of the acquisition, clearing and preliminary development of land @ THE S 
1947 Act. This part deals with special cases. and pro- is set out in Appendices and, like the 1950 Memorandym ‘te 


vides inter alia (Section 79) for compensation in relation provides for the inclusion of legal and professional expense. neatt 
to abortive expenditure on the refusal of planning per- in the case of acquisition. The Regulations require tha be 
mission for certain development authorised before July 1, approved expenditure in respect of compensation in cop. J jndert 
1948; (c) Grants in respect of the acquisition and restora- nection with the acquisition or appropriation of any interey jad t0 
tion of buildings of special architectural or historic interest. in land, or in respect of any claim for compensation othe,  :gaif 
With reference to “ Redevelopment Grants,” it is stated than for compulsory acquisition of land, shall not inclyde fs" 
that a large area requiring to be developed or redeveloped any sum in excess of the amount certified by the Valuatio, | 5% ' 
as a whole should be dealt with in a succession of grant Office, and the District Valuer’s report must accompany sand 
units and that an area that can be redeveloped in a period every estimate which is required to be sent to the - 
of ten years may be a convenient size. There may be Ministry. po 
separate units for the relocation of population or industry, The Memorandum gives a straightforward ex lanatioy ‘ith ( 
etc. Thus, “ Approval for grant purposes will be required of the revised system of Exchequer Grants which, pro. the fi 
for each such grant unit, but before approval is given vided such grants are always forthcoming when required Brewe 
the Minister will require the submission of a plan show- in order to secure sound planning, should strengthen local § work 
ing the redevelopment proposals togeiher with estimates authorities in their administration of the Acts. Both Mr § 0! 
of the cost of the acquisition, clearing and preliminary Macmillan, who saw the 1954 Act through Parliament > 2! 
development of the land, the value of any land to be appro- and his successor, Mr. Duncan Sandys, have made clear Th 
priated, and the value of the land for the proposed new that they will be so forthcoming, but paragraph 2 of Circy. | 8! 
development. Estimates of this kind are, of course, essen- lar No. 40/55, suggests that the Treasury intends to haye | ‘°° 
tial to a local authority before it commits itself to such an its say in the matter: “In considering some applications |“ 
undertaking.” for permission to develop, authorities will wish to know | %™ 
Grant will be payable annually for not more than 60 what would be the cost to public funds of a refusal of nye 
years, and the grant for each financial year will be 50 per permission. In some cases this information will have q stro 
cent. of the notional annual loan charges referable to the bearing on the question whether development ought to Expe 
expenditure met from loan on the acquisition, clearing and be prevented or not, though it is not suggested that it } Purs 
preliminary development of the land. The notional annual will be the controlling factor.” one 
saint = = 2 : ee —— — ; Pa vings 
DESIGN IN THE CITY matters which come under the Govern- inclu 
Notes of the Week woe pore) . —— neces . =. Ra section on “ Rieveloceme: be 
a = ousing and Local Government (whic ‘ontrol”” has some paragraphs j Me 
HOTEL SPACE is anniated on another page this week) which are discussed the pre ager the ~ 
HE recent correspondence in The gives a highly condensed account of this external appearance of buildings ; they - 
Times on current shortage of hotel Ministry’s work since 1950/51. These contain the welcome news that the joint The 


reports are less remarkable for their meetings of the officers of the LCC and 
news value than as reminding the of the City Corporation which consider ps 


brought forth an interesting letter from ! sega aie : ; FRI 
Mr. A. Hudson Davies who draws atten- ‘terested reader of the multitudinous applications from private developers have they 
‘ P 


tion to a Scandinavian attempt to meet ' arch 
the problem. 


Both in Norway and Denmark, he 
says, the Universities (who are faced with 
difficulty in accommodating _ their 
students) have acquired ground for the 
erection of hostels for their undergradu- 
ates. ““ The accommodation,” writes Mr. 
Davies, “is simple and good. There is a 
restaurant on the site, used in term by 
the students, and a hall for concerts and 
dances by night....The only special 
arrangement to facilitate use as a hotel 
is that part taken up by the normal 
entrance hall, lobby and cloakrooms, 
though the style and taste of the setting 
is more adventurous than in most 
hotels.” The point of the so-called 
Studentbyen is that the students have the 
use of it from September to early June, 
after which it is let for use by tourists, 
conferences and conventions, at rates 
which help to subsidise the cost to 


accommodation in Great Britain has 
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students. | 

Most residential Universities in Great ge Hob ‘i iim Vo : aii 
Britain allow their accommodation to be Lp Ps es ieee ii 
used in this way during vacations, but = ay: ; ; % ,) & r 


here is a scheme which should have par- 
ticular application to London, which is 
chronically short of accommodation for 
visitors during the summer months. Per- 
haps the University Senate will give it THE SHELDONIAN THEATRE, OXFORD. Loggan’s engraving of Wren’s 
consideration. original design for the north end. (See note.) 
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gablished means by which the advice 
vj the Royal Fine Art Commission is 
cought at an early stage. 


THE SHELDONIAN 


THE STONEWORK of the Sheldonian 
Theatre at Oxford is so badly decayed 
hat a restoration of the building is to be 
indertaken next year. Restoration work 
yd to be carried out in 1890, 1910 and 
vain in 1935, and it seems odd that 
yone coming from Shotover, Burford 
nd Barrington should have failed to 
vand up to the Oxford atmosphere. Not 
oly the exterior has needed attention. 
farly in the present century new 
yomitories of steel and concrete, faced 
yith oak panelling, were introduced into 
he first gallery by Messrs. Smith and 
gewer, and in 1936-37 considerable 
work was done by Mr. Fielding Dodd, 
yho built two new staircases to the upper 
ullery, which itself needed support. 

The Sheldonian, though well planned, 
. rather disappointing — externally. 
According to Parentalia, Wren based his 
design on the Theatre of Marcellus at 
Rome, but there is little external resem- 
hance, presumably because he was 
“gbliged to put a Stop to the Bolder 
Strokes of his Pencil and confine the 
Expence within the Limits of a private 
Purse.” The original design, as shown by 
one of Loggan’s contemporary engra- 
vings now in the All Souls Collection, 
included oval dormer windows, whieh 
were removed in 1838, when the cupola 
was rebuilt. Although, according to the 
historians, a later work than Pembroke 
College Chapel, at Cambridge, the Shel- 
donian is architecturally far less mature. 
The University inform us that they have 
appointed Mr. W. Godfrey é 
FRIBA, to make a survey, after which 
they will consider the appointment of an 
architect for the rebuilding. 


¥ Fs é ie 
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THE SHELDONIAN THEATRE, OXFORD. Seen above 
of the south front. 
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“ GOVERNMENT'S SLUM 
CLEARANCE TARGET 
INADEQUATE” 


Local Authorities Urged to Greater 
Action 


MIVHE National Housing and Town Plan- 

ning Council has sent a letter to 
housing authorities in England and Wales 
urging them to “assert their obligations 
under the law” in the slum-clearance cam- 
paign, and drawing attention to the fact 
that, in the Council’s view, “the Govern- 
ment’s target figure is inadequate to eradi- 
cate the slums in a reasonable space of 
time.” The letter states :— 

You will no doubt recall that in 1953 this 
Council made a pilot survey of housing 
conditions—the first attempt to make a 
reliable assessment of the magnitude of the 
slum problem since 1936—and the inquiry 
disclosed that in 520 housing authority areas 
with a total population of 19} millions it 
was estimated that 431,245 dwellings could 
not be made fit at reasonable expense. On 
October 29, 1953, this information was given 
to the National Housing and Town Planning 
Conference at Eastbourne: the 1,750 dele- 
gates there present endorsed the Council's 
policy and passed the following resolution, 
viz.:-—* That the delegates attending this 
National Conference accept the statement 
of policy submitted by the chairman and 
pledge themselves to work towards the elimi- 
nation of slums; the modernisation of other 
existing dwellings; and the construction of 
the maximum possible number of new 
houses of good standards.” 

This was a culminating point in the 
Council’s efforts since 1947 in urging the 
resumption of a positive policy for slum 
clearance. Shortly after submission of the 
foregoing resolution the Council were 
gratified that, after the long period of 14 
years during which only a negligible number 
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of unfit houses were demolished, HM 
Government announced their intention to 
attack the problem, and in due course pro- 
duced the Housing Repairs and Rents Act 
which became law in July, 1954, for imple- 
menting ‘Operation Rescue,” to alleviate 
conditions in unfit dwellings pending demoli- 
tion, and otherwise facilitate the carrying 
out of the powers and duties of local 
authorities under the Housing Acts, 1936 
to 1952. The Council is accordingly anxious 
that the new slum clearance drive shall be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent. 

Lately they have made a further inquiry 
based on more accurate information now 
available, which shows that the estimate 
they made in 1953 underrated the gravity 
of the situation. The inquiry reveals that 
out of 53 m. houses over half a million are 
substandard, i.e., slums, This fact gives 
force to Mr. Macmillan’s statement at Leeds 
on December 11, 1953, that: “There are 
perhaps a million houses which are slums 
and must be pulled down as soon as 
possible; and that in between there are per- 
haps a million that can be improved.” 

Turning to the Government’s announced 
proposals the Prime Minister, in the opening 
session of the new Parliament, said: “I 
wish to say something on the subject of 
housing, which is referred to in the Gracious 
Speech . . . the time has really come for a 
determined attack on the slums. We have 
set ourselves a target—as we set ourselves 
the housing target—to clear 200,000 people 
every year from the slums here in Britain.” 

In the face of the potential problem the 
national executive committee of the Council 
have represented their apprehension that the 
Government's target figure is inadequate to 
eradicate the slums in a reasonable space 
of time, being barely sufficient to dispose 
of present unfit houses in 20 years: and pre- 
sumably making no provision for the re- 
placement of dwellings which will become 
unfit in the normal effluxion of time. The 
local authorities have obligations and possess 
powers which they have hitherto refrained 
from exercising; the time has now come 
when stern measures should be taken against 
offenders, who, by their action, or inaction, 
do harm to the nation. In this the Council 
are fully mindful of the multifarious 
problems which arise out of post-war 
economic and social conditions, and of the 
overall housing shortage: they are neverthe- 
less persuaded that a critical situation has 
been reached, in which the local authorities 
should assert their obligations under the law 


and press for any facilities requisite to 
the efficient discharge of their responsi- 
bilities. . 


The Council are well aware that in some 
places there is little or no slum problem. 
while in others it is vast. however, being of 
opinion that a steadfast policy of housing 
reform is vital to the economic and 
social well-being of the whole nation 
they are convinced of the _ necessity 
for enlisting the full weight of public 
opinion, and in particular the support 
and influence of publicly elected representa- 
tives. In the furtherance of their work the 
Council will be grateful for your authority's 
views on the present situation... . 

The 55th National Housing and Town 
Planning Conference is convened for Octo- 
ber 26-28 at Brighton, when the Council will 
seek the large consensus of opinion then 
available on these urgent issues. 
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Berlin—City with Split Personality 


BUILDING ACHIEVEMENTS IN WESTERN SECTION 


EN years ago, at the end of the war 

in Europe, Berliners had to face not 
only one of the greatest burdens of 
physical reconstruction on the Continent 
at a cost estimated at £1,000 million! — 
but found their city beset by a problem 
peculiar to itself alone among all other 
damaged German towns. 

For whereas the latter were located 
entirely in one or other of the French, 
American, Russian or British zones of 
occupation, Berlin was divided between 
all four powers. Any planned recon- 
struction for the city as a whole was, in 
these circumstances, out of the question. 
Whatever the building or planning re- 
quirements of the Four Powers might be, 
those were satisfied without reference to 
the projects of the others. Certainly 
there existed a notable degree of co-opera- 
tion between the authorities of the 
French, American and British sectors in 
the west of Berlin, which increased when 
their zones were merged some time after 
the end of the war. But for the past ten 
years, West Berlin and the Seviet sector 
in the east have been regarded practically 
as two separate cities, as far as planning 
and construction are concerned. 

All this would have been serious 
enough had the city stood at an exact 
junction of the four occupation zones of 
Germany. But in fact the great metro- 
polis was situated some hundred miles 
behind the Russian zonal border, the 
Allied sectors being thus isolated from 
the Allied powers in the west. This had 
two important effects for Berlin. It con- 
siderably hindered the city’s recovery, and 
it made its continued use as a capital 
impossible. The newly created Federal 
Republic of Western Germany could 
hardly be administered efficiently from a 
seat of government miles behind the Iron 
Curtain, in a region which for all practi- 
cal purposes might have been another 
country. 


BLOCKADE OF SUPPLIES 


While other German cities began the 
gradual road to recovery after the cur- 
rency reform of 1948, West Berlin was 
blockaded behind the Soviet zonal 
border, and a trickle of building materials 
could be transported by the Air Lift 
alone, at enormous expense. So Berlin 
had to turn almost exclusively to the one 
source which afforded an _ only too 
abundant supply—her own ruins. 

The volume of rubble throughout the 
metropolis amounted to about one-sixth 
of the whole German total! Special fac- 
tories (Berlin’s first post-war buildings) 
were set up to convert this rubble into 
brick, and steel girders were prepared for 
re-use. In this way, one-third of the 
rubble has been cleared (the proportion 
in the western sectors alone is above one 
half) freeing over 10,000 sites; and the 
bricks salvaged and manufactured have 
provided nearly 15,000 family houses 
over the past decade. In addition, about 
200,000 tons of scrap iron were salvaged 
in the same period. At the present rate, 
with nearly 5,000 workers permanently 


occupied at this task, it is estimated that 
the city’s ruins will have been removed 
completely by 1960, a vastly different pre- 
diction from the pessimistic one just after 
the war — namely, that the end of the 
century would not see the final dis- 
appearance of the damage. 

About one-fifth of Berlin’s rubble has 
been utilised in the construction of 
sports grounds and artificial hills which, 
when planted, have provided pleasant 
little parks and recreation sites. This 
feature of creating new green spaces and 
recreation grounds is one of the more 
notable aspects of West Berlin post-war 
construction. It has in part derived from 
turning adverse factors to advantage. 
Due to the insecure political status of 
Berlin, the volume of construction in- 
vestment in the city, both official and 
private, was dismally low. The authori- 
ties thus frankly faced the facts: that it 
was going to be considerably easier to 
clear sites and spaces than to rebuild on 
them. So what could be better, since 
numerous gaps were inevitable for many 
years to come, than converting some of 
them into playgrounds and green spaces 
aS a permanent part of the city pattern. 

The number and total area of house 
gardens in the city has been increased, 
too. Where sunless, closely-packed tene- 
ment blocks formerly existed, landlords 
have often agreed not to re-erect the 
front building but to leave the site as a 
garden between house and street. Of 
course, this expansion of greenery and 
garden space could only come about at 
the expense of building-site area, but that 
did not mean that the rehousing of the 
people was sacrificed as a result. For due 
to the appalling devastation of Berlin 
homes, hundreds of thousands of the in- 
habitants evacuated the city, never to re- 
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turn. So although the number of 
dwellings destroyed stood as high x 
316,000, with a 1939 population of 4 
million down to about 34 million 10 yea; 
later, the demand for accommodation wa 
reduced by one million. , 


PRESSURE REDUCED 


The pressure on Berlin’s building j.. 
sources was diminished in other Ways 
With loss of national capital status, fewe, 
government departments and associate; 
offices were needed, while many larg 
firms transferred their headquarters { 
other towns in the Federal Republic an; 
thus did not require the re-erection oj 
their premises in Berlin. Due, also, tp 
the smaller population such constructions 
as schools, churches and public building, 
were not needed with the same urgency 
in the other devastated German cities 

But it is realised that in the event of 
Germany’s reunification, or the fe. 
adoption of Berlin as a capital city, ay 
enormous new demand would be release; 
for houses and especially public build. 
ings: and such a re-adoption is none the 
less desired for that. In the past fey 
years, in fact, the situation has begun to 
change noticeably. For with a slight) 
improving political security, new firms 
have established themselves in the city. 
the resident population has started to in. 
crease and thousands of refugees have 
been pouring into the west side of the 
town from the east suburbs and from the 
Communist-occupied regions generally 
West Berlin has to take in as its quota 4 
per cent. of these refugees, many of 
whom have been housed along with 
others at controlled rents, in new build 
ings on the outskirts of the city where 
land is cheaper. So far, about 4,000 flats 
have been built there for refugees; as part 
of a general community, not as a segre- 
gated element. In the town centre, too, 
homes and offices are being erected, 
usually built high in order to compensate 
for the extended area of green spaces. 
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Part of the estate at Reinickendorf suburb, which crosses the street bridge-wise. 
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The multi-storeyed block, often up to a 
dozen storeys, is now a significant feature 
of the contemporary Berlin skyline. 

Things, then, started relatively late in 
Rerlin; but after the Marshall Plan the 
move to recovery got up steam. Recon- 
gruction funds, like the Building Emer- 
vncy Contribution, derived from 
municipal sources and mortgage banks, 
were instituted to enable householders to 
repair their property. In return for 
material aid, Owners Were sometimes per- 
suaded to restore their holdings in har- 
mony with a general local _ plan. 
Individual site-owners would be invited 
to merge sites for communal construction 
conceived on a larger scale, resulting in 
projects of a more unified character 
rather than a jumble of styles and 
functions. 

Quite a few notable housing and com- 
munity schemes were undertaken in the 
West Berlin suburbs of Reinickendorf, 
Wedding and Zehlendorf, among others. 
Numerous office blocks have arisen, 
towering above the cleared and repaired 
thoroughfares: of public buildings like 
Willy Kreuer’s Kreuzberg Town Hall, a 
reinforced concrete structure of yellow- 
grey tiled walls in the Yorck-strasse; or 
of private concerns like the Berlin Bank’s 
“skyscraper” with its typical set-back 
roof storey. 

CULTURAL - PURPOSE BUILDINGS 

Buildings for cultural purposes, too, 
formed an important proportion of the 
municipal programme. Paul Baum- 
garten’s Concert Hall of the city Music 
Academy, for example, lies across the 
Hardenberg-strasse from the Berlin Bank 
just referred to. Its foyer stands above 
the entrance hall and is reached by two 
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Interior of Concert Hall of Berlin Music Academy. Architect: Paul Baumgarten. 


open staircases. The auditorium with its 
rectangular-shaped gallery seats 1,400 
and is illuminated by concealed indirect 
lighting from the ceiling. The American 
Memorial Library on the Bliicher-platz 
facing the Landwehrkanal, is a striking 
building designed by G. Jobst, H. Wille, 
F. Bornemann and Kreuer. A gift from 
the USA to the people of Berlin, its multi- 
storeyed block is used for administration 
purposes and the storage of half-a-million 
volumes, while the lower part of the 
building is the reference section with 


reading room facilities for nearly 150 
pzople. 


The former University found it- 


self in the Russian sector after the war, 
so the new Free University was created 
in the western suburb of Dahlem. This 
building in which glass plays a large part, 
is characteristic of the imaginative use of 
materials that Berlin’s best post-war 
structures exhibit. 

As far as schools generally are cen- 
cerned, though the pre-war number of 
classrooms has been surpassed, the city 
is still short of the required figure, due 
to a large juvenile population. At the 
other end of the age scale, there is also a 
severe lack of homes for old people, for 
that element of the population has 





Left: The American Memorial Library, a gift from the USA 
to the people of Berlin. Above: 
Church; many post-war German churches have sought their 
own modern styles, owing little or nothing to traditional 


The Evangelical St. John’s 


church design. 
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Templehof Memorial to allied Air Lift 
1948-49. 


increased until now one out of every eight 
Berliners is over 65. The construction of 
new hospitals, on the other hand, has, 
with the help of the Allies, increased the 
number of available beds from 23,000 in 
1938 (and 9,000 in 1945) to 31,000 at the 
end of last year. 

The division of the city into sectors 
was not only a political but also a plan- 
ning headache for Berlin. Many types of 
buildings, important or essential to the 
whole city’s economic and _= social 
efficiency, lay in those districts which be- 
came occupied by the Russians. This 
meant that the western part of the city 
found itself dependent upon the Soviet 
sector for some of its needs, a precarious 
situation which had to be rectified by the 
new erection or enlargement of, for ex- 
ample, electricity, gas and water works. 
This was just one instance of the wasteful 
but necessary duplication of public ser- 
vices resulting from the splitting of a city 
into two hostile camps. A further frus- 
tration arose out of the need to plan, 
lacking however the machinery for prior 
reference to each other’s intentions. 
Where no joint consultation was possible, 
east and west just had to go their own 
ways. Thus the opportunity for a logical 
and co-ordinated plan ‘or the whole city 
has been irretrievably lost. 

In addition, the styles of planning and 
architecture differ between the two sec- 
tors. Of course, most great cities con- 
tain a mixture of buildings in a wide 
range of styles, but the cleavage in Berlin 
is rather more abrupt. The show pieces 
of the eastern part are chiefly those of 
monumental character—the public square 
of parade-ground dimensions, the broad 
thoroughfare well suited to ceremonial 
processions, the grandiose housing pro- 
ject in which architectural individuality is 
scarcely, if ever, apparent. The west, 
too, certainly has its indifferent recon- 
struction, but a number of buildings indi- 
cate the striving towards originality of 
expression, for which pre-Nazi Germany 
was universally celebrated. 
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In spite of its special difficulties, West 
Berlin has made remarkable progress 
with the repair of its communications. In 
the redesigning of its streets, once 
dangerous junctions have been re-planned 
and formerly disjointed roads newly 
aligned to make continuous thorough- 
fares. Half the road _ bridges were 
destroyed during the war but have now 
been rebuilt, with the addition of impor- 
tant new crossings on highways. Fifty 
miles of the underground railway have 
now been restored. And Tempelhof air- 
port, the vital link with the west, is in 
full working order. 

Tempelhof airport stands close to the 
centre of Berlin. After the experience of 
the 1948-9 Berlin blockade by the 
Russians, when it was up to the Allied 
air-lift to keep the people of the city 
supplied with the materials essential for 
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their existence, all authorities were agree 


that the airport was the main gateway ;, 


the free world and should thus bg . 


accessible and as up to date as possi, 


In spite of its uncertain future, Bey), 
is going ahead as though it takes {i 
granted the restoration of its form; 
status. In 1957, the city will be ; , 


centre of interest as the locale for i 
International Building Exhibition, This, 


to provide open competitions for arch 


tects in numerous projects (for exam 


the development of the ruined 200-g¢, 
“Hansa Quarter” near 
which, as part of the actual site, will mai; 
a practical contribution to the exhibitioy 
and should afford opportunities 
architects from all over the world to 
for themselves the relative achievemep 
of Europe’s two-in-one metropolis, 

S. GORDON Josepy 








Above: Part of the new Free University. 


Below: 
in entrance hall of ** Auditorium Maximum” 


Interior of Free University, staircase 


section. 
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A view of the newlv-constructed Court No. 5. 
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RECONSTRUCTION WORK AT THE OLD BAILEY 


CARRIED OUT BY THE CORPORATION OF LONDON UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE 
LATE GEORGE HOLLIDAY, FRICS, CITY SURVEYOR, A. H. POWELL, FRIBA, FRICS, ASSIS- 
TANT SURVEYOR (RETIRED), AND D. G. SMITH, ARIBA, PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT 





Quantity Survevors Consulting Engineers (Services) 
GARDINER & THEOBALD W. J. PERKINS & PARTNERS 
Consulting Engincers (Structure) Consultant for Acoustics 
MOTT, HAY & ANDERSON HOPE BAGENAL, FRIBA 


Builders 
HIGGS & HILL, LTD. 
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N May, 1941, a high-explosive bomb fell on the north- 
west corner of the Central Criminal Court com- 
pletely destroying one of the courts and the ancillary 
offices and halls around it and severely damaging 
many other parts of the building including the Grand 
Hall. 

When the reconstruction was first envisaged by the 
Corporation in 1948, it was felt that, at the same time 
as the bomb damage was to be made good, an oppor- 
tunity should be taken of improving the facilities 
within the building for jurors, police, mothers with 
children and juvenile witnesses. 

Provision was also to be made for the construction 
of a new court with associated judges and jury rooms, 
a cafeteria for those persons concerned with the cases 
being held in the courts, barristers’ and solicitors’ 
consulting rooms and a keeper’s flat. The engineering 
services were also in need of modernisation, and the 
contract, therefore, provided for the complete renewal 
of all the main installations within the building. 

The contract commenced in September, 1950, and it 
was anticipated that it would take at least five years 
to complete owing to the necessity of phasing the work 
in order to keep the courts open. By a judicious 
method of sound-proofing, however, and arranging 
for noisy work to be carried out during vacation 
periods, this time was reduced by 12 months. 


Generally, the external work of reconstruction 
followed the same design as that which previously 
existed and it is of particular interest to note that the 
marrying in of the new Portland stone facing with the 
old work is to-day hardly noticeable, due partly to the 
careful cleaning down of the old stonework after the 
new had been allowed to weather for a period of nearly 
three years. 


In connection with the reinstatement of the destroyed 
Court No. 2 (the Recorder’s Court), it was decided, 
in order to improve the acoustics, to omit the heavy 
fibrous plaster arches and circular laylight and replace 
them with a flat ceiling and a rectangular laylight at a 


— 














Section A-A 





slightly higher level. The ceilings and walls were 
covered with a 4 in. thick layer of acoustic felt fixed 
by a special adhesive to the plaster surface, then faced 
with muslin and pin-hole perforated, after being dis- 
tempered. The layout of the seating and panelling, 
which has been constructed in English oak, followed 
the original design and layout, including the replace- 
ment of all the intricate wood carving, which is a fine 
example of the workmanship of the present-day 
craftsman. 


A compressed granulated cork tile was selected for 
the floor finish to the main areas of the Court, which 
not only harmonises with the oak panelling but reduces 
the noise of foot traffic within the Court to a minimum. 
Similarly, floor springs with a check action were chosen 
for all the double doors leading into the halls. 


In the new Court No. 5 constructed at ground-floor 
level, the setting out of the seating generally follows 
the other courts, as it has been proved from past 
experience that it meets all the requirements of the 
users. The circulation of persons, of which there are 
many within the Court, presented some difficulties as 
the dimensions were restricted by existing structural 
walls. By careful planning, however, this has been 
overcome. The design of the panelling and seating 
has been simplified although at the same time it is 
sufficiently dignified to suit the purpose for which it is 
required in a court room. The floor finishes, etc., 
are the same as in Court No. 2 and the walls and ceilings 
have been covered with acoustic felt. 

The Grand Hall at first-floor level, which is a public 
concourse outside the four main courts, was severely 
damaged structurally and a number of the mural 
decorations were destroyed. The main dome support- 
ing the figure of Justice has been repaired, together 
with the internal restoration of the Ancaster stonework, 
the heavy ornamental fibrous plaster work and the wall 
linings and floor pavings of Greek, Italian, Swedish 
and Belgian marbles. 

The Corporation was again able to commission 
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vere Mr. Gerald E. Moira, the artist, who 
xed originally painted some of the mural 
iced decorations when the building was 
dis- constructed in 1905, to execute the 
ing, work of restoring the mural decora- 
- tions and the stained glass windows. 

e- 


At lower-ground-floor level the 





= public cafeteria, jurors’ dining-room 
z and kitchens have been constructed. 
: This section was previously used for 
for storage purposes and the walls had 
Ich been left in fair faced brickwork. 
ces In the dining areas these have been 
m. treated with ‘Synthapruf” and 
on setting coat of plaster and painted. 
In the kitchens they have been lined 
Or with glazed wall tiles. The ceilings 
WS are constructed with plasterboard 
st on timber battening and finished with 
he * Alabascoat’ having a_ stippled 
re surface. The floors have been 
aS covered in the dining areas with 
al rubber tiles and in the kitchens with 
n terrazzo divided into convenient 
1g squares with ebonite strips. The Two views of Court No.2 
is public lavatories adjacent to the — 
is cafeteria were extensively altered, 
= enlarged and modernised to con- 


rs form with present-day standards. 
Engineering services.—The new 
engineering services cover boiler- 
house, heating and hot-water supply, 
| air-conditioning, lifts and electrical 
and various additional services such 
as a public-address system, internal 


. 
; telephones, etc. 

| During the reconstruction the 
) opportunity was taken to provide 


conditions appropriate to each area. 
The main categories into which the 
areas fell were courts, halls, restau- 
rants, the prison section and rooms 
and effices. 

The fourth category can be further 
divided into those rooms and offices 
occupied only during the sessional 
periods, i.e.. the judges, sheriffs, etc., 
and those occupied permanently, 
i.e., the keeper, clerks of court, 
probation officers and the mainten- 
ance staff. The new services incor- 
porate the following :— 

Heating and hot-water supplvy.— _ 

All rooms and offices are heated T es 7 ret 
with low-pressure hot-water radia- 0) ST clonal | 
tors. The two classes of user, i.e., “HwrtrvBssy LT TT 1 P|} jseanines 
sessional and permanent, are served —1 T tr4leouell ones 

by separate circuits which run back |_| 

to the boiler-house and are there — | fy wee 

joined in common flow and return TT] 
headers. Separate pumps, in dupli- . 
cate, serve each circuit and a system _. | fi | 
of non-return valves enables the ; Par bt 
general pump alone to serve both 
circuits when desired and the perma- "| |) be @un see, 
nent pump to serve the permanent ] {SEATING 
circuits when these alone require Reel | Za 
heat. In addition, in extreme wea- ry 




















CATY 4AaNGS 


| ¢ “Seating 


| ther conditions, both pumps can a 


run and each serve one circuit. TL lelbaleleababal 
} Hot-water supply is a normal two- t as 
pipe system distributing throughout oe 


j the building. 


' 
Air conditioning —Each court has , ian ~—- 


been provided with an independent ae reer 
air-conditioning system with refrig- pes i LL ALA SP 
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The illustrations on this page show the work carried out on the main dome in the Grand Hall. Mr. Gerald E. Moira, 
the artist, who originally painted some of the mural decorations when the building was constructed in 1905, was again 
commissioned to restore the murals and the stained glass windows. 


eration, so that the appropriate 
plant alone need be running and, 
furthermore, conditions in court 
can be adjusted to suit the taste of 
the presiding judge. 

The large areas in the building, 
such as halls and cafeteria, are also 


air-conditioned, but refrigeration has 
not been included as the cost was not 
considered to be justified. 

The systems have been balanced by 
the introduction of power extracts, 
whilst all the air-conditioning plants 
are fully and automatically controlled. 


Lifts——A new barristers’ lift has 
been installed in place of that which 
was destroyed by enemy action: 
this serves eight floors and it was 
considered desirable to include a 
gearless lift running at 400 fpm. 
Collective control was incorporated 
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and the lift doors, as well as the car, 
were designed to harmonise with the 
jocal panelling. 


In the case of the public lift, as only 
three floors were being served, it was not 
considered necessary to provide a gearless 
jt and the machine installed was of the 
gared type running at 200 fpm. Here 
again, the lift car and doors were designed 
io suit the panelling, whilst the car itself 
has been made sufficiently long to accom- 
modate a stretcher if this should be 
necessary. 

A completely new lift has been installed. 
This, known as lift No. 3, is similar to the 
parristers’ lift and serves eight floors. 
Special accommodation had to be found 
for this and it has been sited in one of the 
areas. The Lord Mayor’s lift and the 
service lift operating between the kitchens 
and dining-rooms have been modernised. 


Electric supplies—A new transformer 
station has been provided within the 
building and from here two 230/400 volt 
services have been taken to the adjacent 
switthroom and there connected to new 
switchboards. Trickle chargers have been 
supplied for the batteries which were re- 
installed in two new battery rooms. The 
essential services have been so arranged on 
the main switchboards that in the event of 
a mains failure they will automatically 
switch over to the batteries. 


New lighting and power points were 
installed in the reconstructed section of the 
building, and new designs were prepared 
for wholly new areas such as Court No. 5: 
the cafeteria; and the kitchens: improve- 
ments in lighting have been introduced 
into the courts, giving uniform lighting 
without glare, and the offices where a 
considerable amount of paper work is 
undertaken, and in this case fluorescent 
lighting has been used and where installed 
on emergency circuits are adapted to 
ensure a rapid changeover from a/c to d/c 
operation. 


Internal telephones, public address, ete. 
The new services which have been supplied 
include an extensive public address system 
with microphones at the entrance to each 
court for the use of the court usher, one in 
the keeper’s office and one in the telephone 
room. Loudspeakers have been installed 
in all public areas, as the main function 
of this service is to facilitate the calling 
of witnesses to court. 


An extensive internal telephone system 
has given inter-communication throughout 





the building, whilst two special telephone 
systems have been installed; one enables 
each clerk in court to contact the clerk of 
court’s office; and the second allows private 
inter-communication between the clerk of 
court’s departments, the taxing master, and 
the treasurer. 


A comprehensive synchronous time 
system is inter-related with a watchman’s 
tell-tale system, the clocking points being 
80 distributed that they entail a thorough 
traverse of the building. In addition a 
number of alarm systems have been added 
including extensions to the fire alarms 
to cover the new portion of the building, 
and a special alarm to give protection to 
Probation officers and cloakroom atten- 
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dants. Following is a list of sub-con- 
tractors and suppliers :— 

Acme Flooring, and Paving Co. (1904), Ltd., 
wood block flooring; Andrew Machine 
Construction Co., Ltd., air conditioning 
installation; Anselm Odling and Sons, Ltd. 
marble wall linings and floors; Art Pavement, 
and Decorations, Ltd., repairs to mosaics 
ceilings; Atlas Stone Co., Ltd., asbestos 
trunking; Batemans Stonecleaning, Ltd., stone- 
cleaning; W. G. Beaumont and Son, regilding 
figure of Justice; Benham and Sons, Ltd., 
kitchen and cafeteria equipment; John Bolding 
and Sons, Ltd., sanitary appliances; H. J. 
Cash and Co., Ltd., electrical installation; 
G. H. W. Cashmore and Co., metal balustrade; 
S. C. Crosse, Ltd., carpets, curtains and blinds; 
H. W. Cullum and Co., Ltd., acoustical felt; 
Dawnays, Ltd., steelwork; Dictograph Tele- 
phones, Ltd., ‘internal telephones, alarms and 
sound systems ; H. W. Dutton and Co., Ltd., 
heating installation; Ediswan, light fittings 
Court No. 5; E. J. Elgood, Ltd., cork tile 
flooring. 

T. and W. Farmiloe, Ltd., paints; W. J. 
Furze and Co., Ltd., lightning conductors; 
Great Metropolitan Flooring Co., terrazzo 
paving; John Hall and Sons (Bristol and 
London), Lid., glazing; Hampton and Sons, 
Ltd., furniture; J. Knight and Co., Ltd., York 
and blue pennant stone for staircases; Korkoid 
Decorative Floors, linoleum; Lenscrete, Ltd., 
pavement lights; Luxfer, Ltd., lantern lights; 
Manchester Slate Co., Ltd., Westmorland roof 
slating; H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd., oak 
panelling and carving; Merryweather and 
Sons, Ltd., fire appliances; Nicholls and 
Clarke, Lid., ironmongery; North Thames 
Gas Board, gas installation; Osgood and Co., 
Ltd., wall tiling. 

Peerless Built-In Furniture, Ltd., kitchen 
fitments; Plastering, Ltd., fibrous plasterwork ; 
Runnymede Rubber Co., Ltd., rubber floor- 
ing; Sankey-Sheldon, Ltd., steel furniture: 
Smith and Turner, floor springs; South 
Western Stone Co., Ltd., Portland stone and 
stone carving; Val de Travers Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., asphalt; Wainwright and Waring, metal 
balustrades; Waring and Gillow, Ltd., 
furniture; Waygood-Otis, Ltd., lifts; C. E. 
Welstead, Ltd., metal windows and lead 
glazing; Pressed Steel Co., Ltd., Prestcold 
refrigeration; Thermocontrol Installations Co., 
Ltd., automatic control for air conditioning. 








* IT think this slum clearance 

method quite inadequate 

I'd prefer to use some- | 
thing atomic.” | 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—I should like briefly to reply to 
your Editorial of last week which 
commented on my article, “ The Archi- 
tect and Builder,” by suggesting that the 
only way to achieve the aims discussed— 
simplicity and order in building—is by 
the architect-builder firm, and that any 
alliance less than this will not simplify 
nor materially change the present system. 
J. NEVILLE GUNNIS. 
205, Adelaide-road, NW3. 


NAILS FOR SLATES AND TILES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—In the August 19 issue of The 
~ Builder under Building Research 
Station Inquiries (2), Nails for Slates and 
Tiles, it is noted that the use of galvanised 
or steel nails is not recommended in any 
circumstances (the italics are mine). 

Whilst agreeing to a large extent with 
the remainder of the suggestions and re- 
commendations for slate and tile fixing 
embodied in the article, it would be 
appreciated and interesting to hear why 
such a sweeping condemnation of gal- 
vanised and steel nails has been made. 
Having spent the last 40 years in the 
building trade, I claim to know a little 
about it, but before reaching any con- 
clusions as to the worth of this 
condemnation, it would be advisable to 
know on what grounds this advice has 
been given. If it is on durability (I can 
think of no other) how long is a nail 
expected to last? I know from experience 
that galvanised slate nails have a life of 
at least 50 years in most urban and rural 
areas, and in areas subject to atmosphere 
pollution the life of the nail is quite good. 
but variable. 

A. W. TANNER. 
* Killaloe,” Ash Vale, Aldershot. 


“ INCENTIVE TO BUILDING” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—I was interested to learn from a 
note in your last issue that the French 
building operative drinks from six to 10 
pints of coarse red wine daily of at least 
12 degrees alcoholic content and that this 
is proving an incentive to increased 
activity. The British operative would, l 
should say, find it conducive to complete 
stupor. As to the effect upon him of a 
similar quantity of beer, about which you 
speculate, this is easily assessed. With 
beer at its present strength (!) it would 
reduce him to a state of maudlin melan- 
choly, and output would fall to zero. 


Hap SomE. 


WAR WORKS COMMISSION 

It has been announced from 10, Down- 
ing-street, that the Queen has approved 
the reappointment of the members of the 
War Works Commission on the expiry of 
their terms of office. They are Sir Thomas 
Williams Phillips (chairman), Sir John 
Maxwell Erskine. Sir Luke Faweett, Sir 
Basil Gibson, Mr. Donald Macleod 
Matheson, and Sir David Hughes Party. 
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View of main elevation. Below: View from the opposite side of the block (model). 


EIGHT-STOREY FLATS AT VALLEY GARDENS, KIRKCALDY 


Built under the direction of the Borough Engineer and Surveyor of Kirkcaldy, Mr 

R. Meldrum, AMInstCE, MInstME, AMTPI, by the ‘“* No-Fines”’ method of con- 

struction as developed by the Wimpey Organisation, whose architectural staff were 
responsible for the design. 
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| gators work on these flats was begun, a site investi- 

gation was carried out to determine the necessary 
size and depth of foundations, which depend on the 
bearing pressure and nature of the soil. Three bore 
holes showed a glacial drift deposit overlying very 
stiff to hard clay or silt which appeared to be weathered 
carboniferous bedrock. Analysis showed that the upper 
layers of glacial drift were incapable. of supporting 
shallow footings, but that 5 ft. wide strip footings 
would be satisfactory if they were taken down to the 
stiff dark grey glacial clay at a depth of at least 8 ft. 
below ground level. Other methods of foundation con- 
struction were considered such as deep piers or piles, 
but it was estimated that they would prove more 
costly than strip footings. 

A 5-ft. deep reinforced concrete inverted ** T * beam 
foundation on mass concrete footings varying from 
7 ft. to 10 ft. deep was designed for each reinforced 
concrete frame of three columns, the bearing pressures 
being kept as constant as possible by use of the varying 
widths in order to avoid differential settlement. Ground 
beams are provided under external walls and act as 
ties. 

The superstructure is designed as an in situ reinforced 
concrete frame carrying 12-in. thick filler panels of 
No-fines concrete externally, and 8-in. panels for cross 
or partition walls. The No-fines panels for each storey 
are poured first, and act as a shuttering to the soffits 
of the beams and sides of the columns, the bond thus 
secured between the No-fines and the dense concrete 
being taken into account in the design. Floors and 
roofs are of precast concrete hollow slab beams. 

The access balconies are carried on precast brackets 
which are cast into and have their reinforcement tied 
with the main frame. These brackets are of sufficient 
initial depth to support the shuttering and dead load 
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of the in situ balconies which span between them. 
Stairways consist of complete precast half flights 
(i.e., with treads, risers and stringers cast in one) which 
span between in situ landings and half landings; the 
latter being supported on the No-fines panels in frames 
on either side of the staircases. 

All three wings of the building are isolated from each 
other at the central tower by expansion joints in the 
form of sliding floor seatings, and vertical construc- 
tion joints are provided at the ends of each 11 ft. 4 in. 
long external of No-fines. Sound insulation is obtained 
by a floating floor construction, laying 1-in. fibre glass 
on the precast concrete floor units, the quilt being turned 
up at the edges. Over this is laid a 2-in. screed containing 
the electrical floor heating, wiring and mesh, with a 
floor finish of 4 in. thermoplastic tiles. 

The roof slabs are covered with a 3-in. low density 
screed laid to a fall with ? in. asphalt over, the whole 
covered with 2 in. of gravel, finished with 4 in. granite 
chips. 

Finishes.—The internal walls and the ceilings of all 
the flats are plastered on hard, whilst externally the 
walls are roughcast with Derbyshire spar finish, the 
precast balcony panels having in contrast coloured 
exposed aggregate. The full height stair window unit 
is set in a reinforced concrete frame with yellow tile 
panels alternating with window voids. The side walls 
of the private balconies and underside of access bal- 
conies are treated with a coloured cement render. 
Windows are of timber section with outer precast 
concrete cills and inner coloured concrete cilis. Flush 
panel pass doors are used throughout each flat, whilst 
entrance doors have horizontal glazed panels. 

Services (communal).—Refuse chutes are provided 
in the central tower area with access hatches to each 
floor, the refuse being collected in removable bins in a 
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Close-up of cable trough, showing 
joint boxes and supply cables 
(looking downwards). 


chamber on the ground floor immediately accessible 
from the rear service road. There is a small sanitary 
incinerator chamber on the first and fifth floors con- 
taining a foot operated electric incinerator, with an 
inclined flue adaptor to incinerator vents. There are 
two drying rooms on each floor, with natural ventilation 
for use by the six families on that level. 
Plumbing.—The whole of the drainage for the sani- 
tary items is located internally in ducts situated in the 
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bathrooms, thereby eliminating any external down- 
pipes. 

A rising main serves each wing of the block separately 
and has connections to each tub and sink in the kitchens. 
The bathrooms and combination hot water cylinders 
are supplied with cold water from three 700-gal. 
galvanised mild steel storage tanks on the roof (one 
tank supplying each wing independently). 

The hot water is supplied from a cylinder with incor- 
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porated cistern which has a total capacity of 42 gals. 
It is lagged with granulated cork and has an outer 
casing of rust-proof steel painted cream enamel. 
A 3 kw immersion heater and thermostat is installed 
in each cylinder, which is located within a cupboard in 
the kitchen. 

Electric lighting and power.—Cables of 250-volt 
grade VIR taped braided in heavy gauge conduit are 
used throughout each house in one circuit, with power 
points installed on the ring main principle. Flush 
type circuit switches of shock proof pattern are in- 
stalled, except in the bathroom where a cord operated 
ceiling pattern is used. In the kitchen and bathroom 
flush-type ceiling lighting fixtures are fitted, with the 
usual pendant type in all other rooms and passages. 
A flush type 13 amp. plug point with fused plug top 
is provided in each bedroom, two in the living-room, 
and one in the kitchen, with a second incorporated in 
the electric cooker control unit. A separate circuit is 
used for the kitchen cooker. 

The consumer control unit comprising a 60 amp. 
DP/AC switch and sub-circuit fuse assembly is located 
in the meters cupboard at the entrance to each flat, 
which also contains the switches for the floor heating 
and hot water heating. The balcony landing and stair 
lighting is controlled by a time switch. 


LARDER- HOT WATER CISTERN 


ELECTRIC COOKER 


VESTIBULE ACCESS BALCONY SERVICES CONTROL CBD. BATHROOM 
BEDROOM 2 
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Provision is made in the living-room of each flat 
for a socket outlet at skirting level which connects 
to a television aerial wiring, leading to one common 
aerial and amplifier on roof level. In view of the pos- 
sibilities of different frequencies and new transmitting 
station locations coming into use with the advent of 
commercial television programmes, a secondary con- 
duit system which can be wired should these require 
separate aerial and aerial wiring leads has been in- 
installed. The installation and designing of the special 
TV system was carried out by James Scott and Co., 
Ltd., electrical engineers, Dunfermline, and is believed 
to be unique of its type and application in this country. 


Following is a list of sub-contractors: 


Floor heating, South of Scotland Electricity Board, 
Dunfermline; roughcast, Alexander Birrell, Kirkcaldy; 
internal plastering, McKenzie and Co., Ltd., Stirling, 
and Thoms and Bell, Glasgow; electrical installation, 
James Scott and Co., Ltd., Dunfermline; lift installa- 
tion, A. and P. Steven, Ltd., Glasgow; asphalting and 
tanking, Durastic, Ltd., Glasgow; floor tiling, Neu- 
chatel Asphalt Co., Ltd., Glasgow; glazier, George 
Lindsay and Co., Edinburgh; painter, A. T. Rowland, 
Ltd., Dunfermline; balustrade railings, Barnet and 
Morton, Ltd., Kirkcaldy. 


BEDROOM! 
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New Hotels in the United States 


CURRENT TRENDS IN 


DESIGN 


[From a New York Correspondent] 


J MMEDIATELY after the Second 

World War there was a trend in the 
hotel industry to build new hotels, but 
since the majority of experts, remember- 
ing the bad experience of the ‘twenties, 
advised strongly against the construction 
of hotels, few new examples were 
actually built, except in boom-areas such 
as Florida and Texas. 

Just recently there was a lively dis- 
cussion in New York whether new hotels 
should be erected. Only two new ones 
have been built in the last 10 years, the 
464-room Carlton House (a residential 
hotel), and the 40-room La Guardia Air- 
port Hotel in Queens. So far, New York’s 
122,784 hotel rooms have been able to 
take care of the city’s visitors. Altogether 
New York has 400 hotels, and no new 
ones are being planned at present. Build- 
ing costs are considered too high to pro- 
duce an adequate return on the money 
invested. The Statler hotel chain though, 
is not afraid of erecting new hotels, and 
the new Statler hotels in Washington, Los 
Angeles and Hartford, Conn., certainly 
do not operate in the “ red.” 

Shamrock Hotel, Houston, Texas. — 
One of the most modern new hotel build- 
ings is the Shamrock Hotel in Houston, 
Texas. There was much publicity when 
the hotel was opened around St. Patrick’s 
day, and 2,500 shamrocks were flown over 
from Eire. The hote] was built “in an 
effort to make Manhattan’s Waldorf- 
Astoria look like a lodging house.” 

The Shamrock building has 18 floors, 
plus a basement, a partial sub-basement, 
an attic and machine room floors. It has 
1,100 rooms compared with the Waldorf- 
Astoria’s 2,000. The overall height above 
ground level is 253 ft. and it extends 24 
ft. below ground. The total floor area is 
more than 655,000 sq. ft.: the building 
has 7.3 million cu. ft. The garage build- 
ing contains five floors and a full base- 
ment and provides storage for 1,200 cars. 





Model of Hotel Fontainebleau, Miami Beach, Florida. 


The walls of the hotel are panelled in 
Honduras mahogany. All lighting is 
indirect; “lucite” fixtures produce a 
cloud effect. Each patron’s room in the 
hotel, regardless of price (starting with $6 
a night), has individual air-conditioning. 
Most rooms have a specially designed 
sofa-bed that “ pulls out ” instead of un- 
folding. It makes each room a sitting- 
room in the day time. Every room has 
a private bath with tub and shower. 

There are efficiency apartments in the 
hotel, so-called “ doublettes.”” They are 
larger than the bedrooms, and each room 
has kitchenette facilities. They are so 
named because they serve a double pur- 
pose, a sitting-room in the daytime and 
a bedroom at night. Thirty separate air- 
conditioning systems are served by four 
major systems, one for each aspect of the 
hotel. The patron can also regulate the 
humidity as well as the temperature of 
his room. Refrigeration units in the base- 
ment cool the water; they have a capacity 
equal to the melting of 3m. Ib. of ice 


daily. 
“ Pleasure Palaces’’ in Florida.—The 
pace of construction in Florida has 


slowed down somewhat during the last 
year. Nevertheless, four new big hotels 

ere put up last year and only one of 
them is actually within the corporate 
limits of the city of Miami Beach. It 
is, however, the biggest one of all—the 
fourteen-storey Fontainebleau, whose 
semi-circular white concrete bulk has 
added favourably to the skyline of Miami 
Beach. 

The Fontainebleau, at present, is the 


ultimate extension of the traditional 
modern luxury hotel to _ superlative 
standards of size and decor. It was con- 


structed at a cost of $14m., and it was 
planned to be “the most luxurious 
resort in the world,” featuring 560 
rooms and 250 cabanas. It has a staff 
of some 900, one huge swimming pool 
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New Hotel Statler in Los Angeles, 
California. 


and a smaller one for children. Its motif, 
as the name implies, is French; the furni- 
ture is French provincial and_ the 
columns in the lobby are surfaced in 4 
warm French marble. 

There is more than 17,000 sq. ft. of 
space in the main lobby. The main 
dining-room can seat 900 banquet style, 
The adjacent Grand Ballroom can serve 
an additional 1,250 guests, and an inti- 
mate dining-room in that area can serve 
an additional 170. A night club within 
the hotel can accommodate 500 on its 
three levels. The dance floor can be 
raised and lowered hydraulically, 
Architect and designer of the Fon. 
tainebeau is Morris Lupidus. The top 
floor of the hotel has three-room “ presi- 
dential suites’ with rooms 14 by 28 ft. 
and balconies. Two-room “ governor's 
suites” are also included on this floor. 

Hotel Terrace Plaza in Cincinnati— 
The 19-storey building that houses 
the Terrace Plaza Hotel in Cincinnati is 
something new in hotels. Thomas 
Emery’s Sons, owners of the Netherland 
Plaza one block away, have erected a 
12-storey, air-conditioned, 400-room 
hotel on top of two big stores. This fur- 
nishes a sturdy financial basis for a hotel 
even though it is expensive to build and 
may be risky to operate. 

The hotel has a lot of new features. 
These include new-type guest rooms with 
movable, motor-driven beds and specially- 
constructed functional furniture,  bath- 
rooms’ with full-wall = mirrors — and 
specially designed lavatory powder bench 
fixtures; a lobby on the eighth floor, 
served by express elevators; and an out- 
door dining terrace for summer which 
can be turned into a public ice-skating 
rink in winter. Each room has individual 
temperature control and air-conditioning. 

Houston’s Shamrock hotel cost $21m. 


to build; Cincinnati’s Terrace Plaza 
about $15m. 
Complete Hotel Facilities on the 


Motel Level.— There are many motels 
to-day in the United States which in no 
way are on a lower level than a modef 
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iyxury hotel. In fact, quite a few wealthy 
rivers prefer the informality of a 
\yxurious motel to the traditional hos- 
pitality of a grand hotel. 


One of the most modern motels, with 

ihe complete facilities of a luxury hotel, 
isthe Jack Tar Hotel in Galveston, Texas. 
sir conditioning, electrical facilities, 
plumbing lines, heating lines, ground 
maintenance and building maintenance, 
all presented special problems when these 
facilities had to be spread out over 44 
ores of space, approximately 70 per cent. 
of which is covered with buildings. 
Thomas M. Price is the architect. 


The Jack Tar Hotel has about 1,000 ft. 
of frontage on the highway, facing the 
Gulf of Mexico. The patio and the pool 
with its free-form curve design are ex- 
eptionally welcome to guests. The pool 
js of unusual design, extending in 
iregular curves around the entire patio 
area. The exterior walls are constructed 
of 12-in. Mexican-type brick. All in all 
the hotel has 175 rooms, all fully air- 
conditioned with circulating ice water, 
dio and television. 


The problem of adequate room service 
over such a Wide expanse is solved by the 
use of service bicycles, which are three- 
wheeled bicycles with built-in service 
compartments. Another use for horizontal 
transportation is the small electric three- 
passenger cars which are used for room- 
ing guests. They haul a small trailer in 
which guest-luggage is packed. 


The New Statler Center in Los Angeles. 
—Typical of the new hotel buildings of 
the Statler chain is the new Statler Center 
inLos Angeles. It occupies an entire city 
block, is comprised of a _ 1,300-room 
hotel, an office building of 150,000 sq. 
ft, shops and stores, a 500-car under- 
ground garage and a_ semi-tropical 
garden-pool area in the heart of the 
business district. The architects were 
Holabird and Root and Burgee, of 
Chicago, and William B. Tabler, of 
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Hotels Statler Company Inc. The cost 
was $25m. 

Every guest room is air-conditioned 
with individual control. Each of the five 
great wings has a separate foundation, 
making possible earthquake-proof con- 
struction. Seventy per cent. of the guest 
rooms are of the studio-type, living-room 
by day, bedroom by night. The facilities 
of Statler Center for conventions, ban- 
quets and group business are the largest 
west of Chicago. The main ballroom 
accommodates 1,230 persons. 

Dining rooms have been built around 
the kitchens, so that each kitchen opens 
directly into the rooms it serves. Up- 
wards of 15,000 meals a day can be 
prepared in three kitchens. Statler used 
a special light concrete for use in the 
walls, thus allowing for a lighter support- 
ing framework and smaller foundations. 

Newest of the new hotels in the Statler 
chain is the $7m. Statler in Hartford, the 
capital of Connecticut. It is an 18-storey, 
445-room, aluminium, glass and porce- 
lanised-metal skyscraper. To a certain 
degree, it looks like a smaller edition of 
the ultra-modern Los Angeles Statler. 
Architects were the same as at the Los 
Angeles Statler. The Hartford Statler has 
only two big meeting rooms: ballroom 
and assembly hall. Individually they seat 
600 each, but are easily combined to 
handle one large group. The main dining 
room also serves as a night club. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
British CoLour Councit.—14th Designers’ 
ference. Oriel College, Oxford. 4 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon, followed 


Con- 


by talk on ‘* Concreting Machinery, Plant and 
Tools,"’ by Mr. E. H. Broadbent, Derry & Toms’ 
Restaurant, Kensington High-st., W8. 1 p.m. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
ITALIAN. INSTITUTE.—Exhibition of 
Belgrave-sq., SW1 (open 


Italian 
until 


Tut 
Handicrafts. 39, 
September 30). 

INSTITUTE OF HoUsinNG.—24th annual conference. 
White Rock Pavilion, Hastings. Continuing until 
September 17. 





Jack Tar Hotel, Galveston, Texas. 
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News of the Week 


HOUSING CONFERENCE 


MORE than 1,000 delegates, including 
m . e 
officers and chairmen of housing 
committees from local authorities in all 
parts of Britain, are expected to attend the 
twenty-fourth annual conference of the 
Institute of Housing, to be held at the 
White Rock Pavilion, Hastings, from 
September 15 to 17. 

On the opening day a paper will be 
presented on “Overspill and its Atten- 
dant Problems,” by Alderman A. F. 
Bradbeer, JP, of Birmingham City Coun- 
cil. On the following day, the subject 
for discussion will be “Housing Need 
and Rents Policy ” from two viewpoints, 
the speakers being Mr. G. C. Jones, 
borough treasurer, Reading, and Mr. 
H. C. Hampton, FRICS, AMInstCE, 
housing director at St. Marylebone. 


The last day will be spent visiting post- 
war housing estates developed by the 
Hastings Corporation and the Battle 
Rural District Council. 


ITALIAN HANDICRAFTS 


AN EXHIBITION of contemporary 
Italian handicrafts will be held at 39, Bel- 
grave-square, SW1, from September 15- 
30, with the aim of bringing to the British 
public a knowledge of present-day 
aesthetic trends in Italian industry, and to 
display some typical products of Italian 
skill. Arranged by the Compagnia 
Nazionale Artigiana, the exhibition will 
display pottery, glass, decorated wood and 
leather work, wares in alabaster, hard 
stone and metals, textiles and basket 
work, etc. There will also be shown a 
selection of objects chosen from Italian 
schools and Institutes of Art, as well as 
special pieces showing the influence of 
modern trends in art in the field of prac- 
tical industrial production. 


GATWICK AIRPORT 


THE Minister of Transport has 
appointed Messrs. Frederick S. Snow 
and Partners, of London, as consulting 
engineers for the development of Gat- 
wick Airport. 


Preparations for a start on the work 
have been progressing for several months. 
The acquisition of land is now nearly 
complete, and a road closure order is 
now before Parliament. Work on the 
construction of the road diversion is 
likely to begin at the end of November, 
and a start will be made on building the 
airport itself in the spring of next year. 


HOTEL EXTENSION 


ACCOMMODATION for a further 304 
guests is to be provided in a £400,000 
extension to the Tavistock Hotel, the first 
hotel to be built in London after the war. 
The existing building, which stands on 
the corner of Tavistock-square and 
Upper Woburn-place, WC, was built at 
a cost of £105,000 and opened in 1951. 


Work has already begun on the foun- 
dations of the extension, and it is hoped 
that the building will be completed within 
12 months. Like the 77 rooms in the 
existing building, each of the 244 rooms 
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in the new extension will have its own 
bath, radio, and television. 

The architect is Mr. C. Lovett Gill, 
FRIBA, and the builders are Mullen and 
Lumsden, Ltd. 


LOCAL LOANS: RATE INCREASE 


FURTHER INCREASES in the rates of 
interest on loans advanced to _ local 
authorities from the Local Loans Fund 
were announced by the Treasury on 
September 6. On loans for not more 
than five years the rate is increased from 
4} per cent. to 44 per cent., and on all 
loans for more than five years the rate is 
increased from 44 per cent. to 5 per cent. 
The changes came into effect on 
September 7. This is the fourth increase 
in the local loan rates since Bank rate 
went up to 44 per cent. in February, and 
it follows increases in July and August. 


BUILDING COURSES 


News is given elsewhere in this issue 
of two special courses for builders which 
have been arranged by the building de- 
partment of the Sunderland Technical 
College. Both courses will deal with 
subjects of the first importance to the 
industry. The first—‘* Planning the Job” 
—will serve as an introduction to the 
study of contract organisation, a vital 
matter in efficient building; the second 
course — ‘Concrete Practice” — will 
cover the principal aspects of this sub- 
ject and will include information which 
many builders will find of practical value. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. STanceEY G. Soper, FRIBA, has moved his 
address from 22, Surrey-st., Strand, WC2. to 22, 
Buckingham-st., Adelphi, London, WC2 (telephone: 
Trafalgar 5888). 


Messrs. S. J. SmitH & PARTNERS, quantity sur- 
veyors, of Luton, have moved to new offices and with 
effect from September | their address will be Alma 
House, Alma-st., Luton, Beds (tele: Luton 4896). 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, September 8, 1855 

UNION OF SMOKE-PREVENTION PATENTS. 
—A company is said to be in advanced 
progress of formation under the Limited 
Liability Act, for the purpose of working 
a variety of inventions for the prevention 
of smoke. 
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CRICKET 
RIBA Draw High-Scoring Game with 
Club Cricket Conference 


THE annual game between the RIBA XI 
and a Club Cricket Conference XI was 
played on August 31 at the Wimbledon 
ground, when a high-scoring game was left 
drawn. The CCC, batting first, put on 141 
for the first wicket and 92 for the second, 
Brown and Sherwood and then Sherwood 
and Burton joining in profitable partner- 
ships. Mudie (with 2 for 49) was the 
RIBA’s most successful bowler. The first 
three RIBA wickets fell for 57, but then 
Robinson and Seward became associated in 
a stand which realised 77, and with Seward 
continuing his very fine knock the Architects 


were only 48 behind with four wickets 
standing when stumps were drawn. Scores: 
CCC XI 

A. Brown b Batty 91 
P. V. Sherwood ¢ Fyson b ‘Mudie 107 
T. Burton not oui 47 
R. Hill ¢ Fyson b Mudie 3 
A. Goodall not out ; 2 
E. Taylor, C. S. Davies, R. Forsyth, D. 


Bennett, B. Seabourne and C. G. Davies 
did not bat. 
Extras , : g : 3 


Total (for 3 wickets) 253 





Bowling: Mudie 2 for 49, Francis 0 for 65, Robinson 


0 for 30, Norton 0 for 24, Batty 1 for 52, Smyth 
0 for 33. 
RIBA 

J. Kennedy Hawkes b Seabourne 21 
J. G. Batty b Burton 5 
B. S. Smyth b Burton 11 
D. L. Robinson b Davies 52 
J. R. G. Seward not out 82 
G. Fyson ¢ and b Goodall 2 
C. A. R. Norton b Burton 6 
L. G. W. Bishop not out 4 
R. D. Mudie. R. H. Holmes and H. E. S 

Francis did not bat 
Extras 22 

Total (for 6 wickets) 205 


Bowling: Seabourne | for 27, Burton 3 for 48. Hill 
0 for 26, C. S. Davies 1 for 35, Goodall 1 for 22, 
Brown 0 for 22, C. C. Davies 0 for 4 


DIFFERENTIAL RENTS SCHEME 
A Case at Hammersmith 


JUDGMENT for Hammersmith Borough 
Council in the case of a tenant who refused 
to pay an increase under the council’s new 
differential rents scheme was given by Judge 
Sir Gerald Hargreaves at West London 
County Court on September 5. He made 
an order for possession in 28 days against 
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Mr. William  Pugsley, 
Hammersmith Tenants’ 
fought the case. 


chairman of the 
ASSO¢i ‘uon, who 


Mr. Ralph Milner, counsel for the tenant 
said there would be notice of appeal, 
Counsel had claimed that the notice to quit 
was illegal because it was part of the scheme 
under which rents were “ unreasonable.” 

The judge said: “ Though I have listened 
with the greatest care to the evidence and 
argument, I find myself unable to hold that 
this scheme is unreasonable and _ therefore 
unlawful and null and void.” 


OBITUARY 
George Silvester 

It is with regret that we have to record 
the death of Mr. George Silvester, vice- 
president of the Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors. He practised for many years jn 
Southampton as a = quantity — surveyor. 
Elected to membership of the Faculty jn 
its early days, Mr. Silvester soon became 
one of the leading personalities in the 
Faculty’s affairs. It was he who started 
the quantity surveyors’ examinations just 
after the recent war, and he was also 
largely responsible for steering the Faculty 
through the difficult war years. He was 70 
years of age. 


REQUISITIONED HOUSES 
Regulations for Compensation 


THE Requisitioned Houses (Compensation) 
Regulations, 1955 (Statutory Instrument No, 
1331/1955) has been made by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government and 
came into operation on August 31. It lays 
down that the rate of compensation to be 


determined by the Minister of Housing and | 
Local Goverament with the consent of the | 


Treasury under paragraph (c) of sub- 
section (2) of section 4 of the Requisitioned 
Houses and Housing (Amendment) Act, 
1955, in respect of any requisitioned dwell- 
ing to which that section may _ become 
applicable shall not exceed five times the 
amount of the rental compensation payable 
in respect of the dwelling for the year 
ending with the date on which a notice of 
invitation is given to the owner of the 
dwelling under the said section. 

Copies of the Order are obtainable (price 
2d.) from the Stationery Office. 
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This drawing, which shows the Anglo-Saxon sites, has been prepared 
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THE BUILDER 


EUROPEAN HOUSING, 1954 
“* Encouraging Expansions” Noted in ECE Survey 


HE Secretariat of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe 
(ECE) has just published the 1954 issue of 
its annual housing surveys. The* docu- 
ment reviews developments through 1954 
and points out that this year, for the first 
time after the war, there has been a clear 
improvement in the housing situation for 
Europe as a whole. he overall situation 
js still deteriorating in a number _of 
eastern and southern European countries, 
but encouraging expansions have been 
noted in some of the countries which up 
to now had a low level of house-building, 
particularly in France and Hungary. 
Together with these two countries the 
Soviet Union was the country which had 
the most remarkable expansion from 1953 
to 1954. ; 

The study is divided into two parts. 
Part I is mainly a factual account of the 
most important features of current 
developments in the housing field in 1954 
with the main stress on the level of house- 
building and some recent changes in rent 
controls and rent levels. Part II con- 
tains a more systematic discussion of 
some specific items which have recently 
proved to be of particular interest in 
many countries. It deals with slum 
clearance and improvement of old 
dwellings, methods used in financing 
public housing projects and the elements 
which should be taken into account when 
national housing programmes are being 
formulated. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


The study estimates the number of 
dwellings completed in Europe (includ- 
ing the whole of the USSR and Turkey) 
in the course of 1954 at between 3.3 and 
3.4 million (which is higher than ever 
before) and between 12 and 15 per cent. 
above in 1953. There was an increase in 
almost all countries, but, in some of the 
countries where the level of house-build- 
ing was highest, some stabilisation seems 
recently to have taken place, for example 
in the Netherlands, the Scandinavian 
countries, the United Kingdom and per- 
haps in Western Germany. The esti- 
mated number of dwellings completed in 


1954 per 1,000 inhabitants was as 

follows : — 
Austria 5.9 Ireland 3.6 
Belgium 5.1 Italy 3.6 
Denmark 5.3 Netherlands 6.7 
Finland 7.4 Norway 10.5 
France ‘ ri 3.8 Sweden 8.0 
Eastern Germany 2.3 Switzerland Pa 
Western Germany 10.2 3S . ss. ee 
Greece ‘ 5.6 United Kingdom . 6.9 
Hungary .. 3.1 Yugoslavia 2.0 


For the following countries information 
was only available for urban districts for 
which the figures were :— 


Poland 6.4 Rumania .. rae 2.3 
Portugal 5.6 Spain , eee 
The study points out that, in assessing 


the significance of these figures, it should 
be borne in mind that the typical new 
dwelling is relatively small in Finland, 
Western Germany, Sweden, eastern 


Europe and the USSR and most of 


“‘ European Housing Developments and Policies 
in 1954” is available from sales agents for United 
Nations publications, Geneva, in English, French 
and Russian, 61 pages including tables. Price 3s. 





southern Europe, while the largest are 
found in Belgium, the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom. 

Several countries appear to have diffi- 
culties in the way of a further expansion 
of the level of house-construction. Thus 
in most countries there has been some 
shortage of labour, particularly skilled 
labour, and the traditional unemployment 
in the building industry in many countries 
has largely been reduced to a seasonable 
character, although in the winter unem- 
ployment has still been considerable in 
a number of countries. Shortages of 
building materials have also _ been 
reported. In some countries steps were 
taken towards the end of 1954 and the 
beginning of 1955 to curtail the level of 
house-building or by financial means to 
prevent a further expansion, as, for ex- 
ample, in Scandinavia and in the United 
Kingdom. 


RENT POLICIES 


In most western European countries 
rents of pre-war dwellings have recentlv 
been raised. In the USSR and the 
eastern European countries there have 
been no recent changes. The study points 
out that this difference is based on 
institutional differences, since most rented 
dwellings in the eastern countries, if they 
are to be kept in decent repair, show con- 
siderable deficits which must be covered 
out of public budgets. 

Most of the rent increases in western 
Europe concern the raising of rents within 
the existing system of control to cover 
increased costs of repairs, but some 
general liberalisation of the control 
system js also taking place, as in Belgium, 
Finland and Switzerland. Belgium and 
Switzerland seem to be the countries 
which have gone furthest in liberali- 
sation, and here the rents are almost as 
high, compared with incomes, as they 
were before the war. In the remaining 
countries controlled rents are generally 
much lower, but in a country such as 
Italy, where rents are freed from control 
on change of tenant, many of the pre- 
war dwellings have very high rents. The 
study discusses the social hardships 
arising from rent increases, particularly 
for old people and for families with many 
children, and the measures taken to 
alleviate them in some degree. It does, 
however, not come to any firm con- 
clusions as to whether these measures 
are likely to be sufficient from the social 
point of view. 

SLUM CLEARANCE 

The study points out that the annual 
demolitions in most countries during the 
post-war period have been less than 0.1 
per cent. of the existing housing stock, 
while it is estimated that in most countries 
between 0.5 and | per cent. would be 
necessary to keep pace with the current 
process of obsolescence. The scattered 
figures which are available for the inter- 
war period indicate a similar insufficiency 
of demolition of old dwellings at that 


time. 
The differences between countries as to 
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the problem of slum clearance are often 
related to the time when industrialisation 
and consequently urbanisation took place. 
Thus the United Kingdom, where the full 
tempo of the industrial revolution was 
already felt in the first half of the nine- 
teenth century, has a big problem in this 
field and so has France where the popu- 
lation a 100 years ago was almost as high 
as at present and where the housing stock 
was accordingly relatively considerable at 
that time. The durability of the French 
natural stone houses has also contributed 
to the high number of old houses in the 
country. On the other hand, the Scandi- 
navian countries are better off in this 
respect, particularly since the expansion 
of towns came relatively late there, but 
also since the more limited durability of 
the timber houses has caused a some- 
what more lively replacement. 

In practically all countries principal 

amenities such as running water and 
bathrooms—in some countries electricity 
—are lacking in a considerable part of the 
dwellings, particularly in the rural 
districts. Bathrooms could relatively be 
considered as a rarity in rural districts in 
all countries except in the United King- 
Jem, since the proportion of houses with 
yvaths is one-sixth or less. 
_ Many countries have recently shown an 
increased interest in the problem of slum 
clearance and improvements, because of 
its urgency after many years of neglect; 
and in some countries also because of re- 
cent possibilities of devoting increased 
resources to it. New important legislation 
has been passed in Belgium, the Nether- 
lands, the United Kingdom and Italy. The 
common features of government measures 
now being employed for slum clearance 
are State financial assistance to public 
and local authorities to acquire old 
houses for the purpose of demolition, and 
preferences for special grants to tenants 
of slums to be re-housed in new or other 
dwellings. 

Public grants for the improvement of 
old dwellings are given in a greater num- 
ber of countries and considerable pro- 
gress is taking place in this field, for 
example in the Scandinavian countries. 
In most countries it seems, however, that 
government policy to improve the exist- 
ing housing stock and clear up the slums 
is in the beginning of a new development, 
and the Housing Committee of the ECE 
has decided that this general introduction 
of the problem should be followed by 
more specific studies. 


FINANCIAL AID 


The study states that in most countries 
housing as a field for private investmen: 
is in a weak competitive position com- 
pared with other investment outlets, and 
that a substantial degree of public 
financial intervention in house-building is 
now widely recognised as a normal 
feature of housing policy. Many of the 
schemes used for public intervention date 
back to the immediate post-war period 
and were originally introduced as short- 
term measures. The study discusses the 
merits and possible demerits from the 
point of view of long-term housing policy. 

Public financial intervention is based 
on two main approaches which are 
essentially different: the first is to pro- 
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mote a generally low level of rents for 
new dwellings; the other is to establish 
particularly low rents for special social 
groups, for example those with very low 
incomes, old people and families with 
many children. The study argues that in 
a number of countries there would 
appear to be scope for drawing a clearer 
distinction between housing subsidies 
based on each of these approaches. Sub- 
sidies aiming at a generally low rent level 
should in principle cover all new dwell- 


ings other than those in the luxury 
category. On this basis the study 
criticises recent developments in the 


United Kingdom and Western Germany 
to limit the proportion of the new dwell- 
ings which benefit from the general sub- 
sidies used in those countries. It also 
criticises the system used in Italy where 
very considerable subsidies, mainly inde- 
pendent of the economic status of the 
individual tenant, are granted to a very 
limited proportion of the new dwellings. 

The study argues that if the amount of 
subsidies has to be reduced, this should 
be done rather by limiting the amount of 
subsidies per dwelling and _ granting 
special subsidies to tenants in a particu- 
larly weak economic position for the 
period they are in that position, for 
example as long as the family has many 
children. The study also argues that the 
rate of repayment and the interest rates 
on public loans, as well as all kinds of 
subsidies, should be capable of adjust- 
ment from time to time to take account 
of changes in the general levels of prices 
and incomes. In this connection the 
system in the United Kingdom, where 
interest and repayment rates for public 
housing loans and the corresponding 
housing subsidies are fixed for 60 years 
in advance, is criticised as being too 
rigid, 

LONG-TERM PROGRAMMES 

The study points out that a compre- 
hensive long-term house-building pro- 
gramme should take into account the 
following five elements: (i) the quanti- 
tative housing shortage; (ii) current 
demographic needs based on expected 
changes in total population and its com- 
position; (iii) sub-standard dwellings to be 
demolished immediately; (iv) current re- 
placement needs to follow up the process 


of obsolescence; and (v) current needs 
arising from economic’ and _ social 


changes, such as a growing tendency for 
single persons to have their own separate 
dwelling. It is pointed out that national 
housing programmes recently drawn up 
do not as a rule appear to have taken into 
account all these points. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
July Figures 

THE HousING SUMMaRY presented to 
Parliament as a * White Paper jointly by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during July was 
25,589 compared with 30,159 in July, 1954. 

In the first seven months of 1955, 181,439 
permanent houses were completed compared 
with 197,854 in the same period of 1954. 





*Cmd. 9567 Housing Summary, July 31, 1955. 
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CIVIL ENGINEERS” 
CONFERENCE 


Programme of Lectures 


HE Institution of Civil Engineers have 
organised a conference to be held on 
September 21 and 22 on “ The correlation 
between calculated and observed stresses and 
displacements in structures.” It will take 
place at the Institution in Great George- 
street, SW1. 

A list of the papers is given in the pro- 
gramme below. The papers have _ been 
placed in four groups according to their sub- 
ject, and will be presented as a group by 
a general reporter, but authors will be given 
an opportunity to reply to points raised in 
the discussion. 


Programme 


Wednesday, September 21.—10 a.m.:_ Official 
opening of the conference by the eR of 
the Institution: Mr. David M. Watson, BSc., 
MICE, 10.30 a.m.: First Session: Group I— 
Philosophy and techniques of testing. Generel 
Reporter: Professor S. C. Redshaw, oar PhD, 
MICE. 

* Some oo in 


Papers to be _ presented.— 
by F. G. Thomas, 


the field testing of ae od 
PhD, BSc., MIC ‘Site strain measure- 
ments: some hilosophical aspects,” by A. 
Goldstein, BSc(Eng), AMICE.—** Techniques 
for field measurements of deformation and 
earth pressure,” by H. Ward, BSc(Eng), 
AMICE. 

2-4.30 p.m.: Second Session: Group II—Steel 
structures. General Reporter: J. F. Pain, 
MC, BSc(Eng), MICE 


Papers to be NT —‘* Testing of pre- 


stressed steelwork,” by R. A. Sefton 
Jenkins, BSc (Eng), AMICE.—** Loading 
tests on bridges,’ by F. G. Thomas, 
PhD, BSc, MICE.—* Stress measurements 
in the steel frame of the new Govern- 
ment offices, Whitehall Gardens,” by R. H. 
Wood, BSc, PhD, AMICE, AMIMcchE, 
and R. J. Mainstone, MEng.—* The ee 


of saw tooth portal frames,” by Professor J. 
Baker, OBE, DSc, MICE, and K. G. Pekhoff 
MA, AMICE.—*‘ Some experiments on Clifton 
Suspension Bridge,” by A. R. Flint, BSc, PhD, 
and Professor A. G. Pugsley, OBE, DSc(Eng). 
MICE, FRS.—‘* Tests to destruction on a 
Vierendcel girder, ” by Professor F. B. Bull, 
MA, BSc, BE.—* Full-scale loading tests on a 
welded plate-girder floor system,” by B. E. S. 
Ranger, AMICE, and Jacques Heyman, PhD.— 
“The design of a raw-sugar silo,” by E. T. 
Moss, PhD. 


Thursday, 22,.—10 


aay 


a.m.: Third 
structures. 
L. &. Saker, 


September 
Session Group 111—Concrete 
General Reporter: Professor A. 
DSc(Eng), BSc(Tech), MICE. 
prese ented.- = 
ager’s Office, Kilburn,’”’ by H. 
S.C. C. Bate, BSc, AMICE, 
MSc, AMICE.—* Site strain measurements: 
examples of prestressed concrcte structures,”’ by 
A. Goldstein, BSc(Eng), AMICE.—*S Loading 
tests on the floor systems of a reinforced con- 
crete building,” by A. J. Ockleston, BE, 
DSc(Eng), MICE.—* Load tests on (a smi ill pre- 
stresscd-concrete highway bridge,’ iv oP. WB: 
Morice, BSc., PhD, GradICE, and G. Little, 
MSc.—** The deflexion of reinforced concrete 
portal “fr umes with sloping rafters,” by W. C. 
Andrews, OBE, MICE, and E. F. Whitlam, 
MSc(Eng), AMICE.—* Test of a precast pre- 
stressed shell roof,’ by J. J. Lewkowicz, 
DiplIng, AMICE. 

2-4.30 p.m.: Fourth Session: 
Earth a and movements. 
Reporter: H. Q. Golder, DEng, AMIC 

Papers to ei presented. = sa shales 
on structures in England,’ by L. F. Cooling, 
DSc, and R. E. Gibson, PhD, AMICE.—* A 
Survey of comparisons between calculated and 
observed settlements of structures on clay,” by 
D. H. MacDonald, PhD, and Professor A. W. 
Skempton, DSc(Eng), AMICE.—* A Review of 
comparisons between measured and calculated 
— pressures,” by W. H. Ward, BSc(Eng), 
p° “ 


Telephone Man- 
C. Adams, BSc, 
and F. Walley, 


Papers to be 


Group IV— 
_— ral 
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DEVELOPMENT AT 
FARNBOROUGH 


Scheme for New Shopping Centre 


JPARNBOROUGH (Hants) is to have ; 

new shopping centre. Contracts have 
been exchanged as between the I arnborough 
UDC and a London firm of developers jp 
connection with an extensive site Which the 
council have allocated for development ; 4s 
a shopping precinct. This will take the 
form of an entirely new thoroughfare con: 
necting two important existing roads and 
will provide some 2,000 ft. of road frontage 
to be developed in the forms of shops 
stores, banks, post office, etc., incorporating 
in all up to approximately 80 units, 

The growth of the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment and other industrial develop. 
ment has necessitated the council building 
some 1,700 new dwellings in the post-wa; 
years. Considerable building by privat: 
enterprise is also in progress. The populj. 
tion of Farnborough has grown from some 
16,000 in 1931, to something in excess of 
30,000 to-day and is increasing rapidly, 

The location of the new shopping pre. 
cinct was selected after careful thought 
Geographically it is situated close to the 
main line railway station in the town’s centre. 

Work on the clearing of the site has be. 
gun, and it is expected that building will 
commence in the autumn of this year, 
Numerous inquiries have already been 
received from multiple retailers, shop. 
keepers, banks, etc., but no lettings will be 
effected until the lay-out has been finalised 
as between the developers and the authori- 
ties. Certain modern features are to be 
incorporated in the development, including 
street lighting from the buildings, car park- 
ing facilities, and so on. 

The negotiations were conducted as be- 
tween Mr. D. Stuart Jones, Town Clerk to 
Farnborough UDC, and Mr. Linton Roberts, 
surveyor and valuer, of London, WI, on 
behalf of the developers. 

The architects appointed for the scheme 


are Mr. Alfred George, LRIBA, in associa: 
tion with Mr. Derek Davies, AADipl, 
ARIBA, and Mr. Frederick Webb, AADipl. 


ARIBA (Hon.), of Design Consultants. 





HUMBER BRIDGE SCHEME 
Minister's Decision Sought 
TECHNICAL officers of the interested loca 
authorities have met at Hull to consider pre 
liminary drawings for the proposed Humbe! 
Bridge. As envisaged now it would be the 
longest span bridge in the world. ALDER- 
MAN F. Hotmes, chairman of Hull Parlia 
mentary and General Purposes Committe: 
said that it was proposed to build the bridge 
in the vicinity of Hessle on one bank and 

Barton on the ofher. 

Alderman Holmes went on: “If we can 
get something definite from the Minister as 
to where this bridge appears in his system ol 
priorities, we can take all the necessary steps 
after that as financial and other circum 
stances permit. All the other authorities 
concerned would like the Government to 
assume all responsibility.” 

The current scheme is for a suspension 
bridge 1.500 ft. long, with two carriage 
ways, each 22 ft. wide, with an eight-foot 
footpath between. The cost, it is thought. 
will be in the region of £15,000,000. 


sept 


A 


Gov 
been 
Min 
publ 
Pape 
gove 


a 
195] 
the 

pub 


acti 
peri 


Act 
Act 


stat 
exp 
195 
obj 
in | 
ing 
10s 
195 


‘ptember 9 1955 


VT AT 
GH 

ping Centre 
) is to have , 
( Ontracts have 


e I ArMborough 
f developers jy 


Site which the 
Jevelopment as 

Will take the 
roughfare ¢op. 
Ing roads ang 
 TOad frontage 
rms of shops 


> INCOrPorating 
units, F 


Oval — Aircraf 
Strial develop. 
uNncil building 


| the post-war 
1g by private 

The Popula- 
wn from some 
; IN excess of 
ng rapidly, 
shopping pre- 
eful thought 
close to the 
town’s centre, 
€ site has be- 
building wil 
of this year, 
ulready been 
ailers, shop- 
ttings will be 
been finalised 
| the authori: 
es are to be 
nt, including 
gS, Car park- 


ucted as he- 
ywwn Clerk to 
1ton Roberts, 
lon, WI, on 


the scheme 

.. IN associa: 
Ss, AADipl, 
9b, AADipl., 
ultants. 


HEME 


september 9 1955 


4 REPORT of the work of the 
3 Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government up to the end of 1954 has 
heen presented to Parliament by the 
Minister (Mr. Duncan Sandys), and was 
published on September 2 as a White 
Paper. It covers housing and local 
government functions since April 1, 1950, 
and planning functions since January 30, 
1951. These dates marked the end of 
the periods covered by the last reports 
published on the respective subjects. 


Main Activities 


The introduction summarises the main 
activities of the Department during the 
period : 

HOUSING:  [Legislation: Housing 
Act, 1952; Housing Repairs and Rents 
Act, 1954.] 

In the housing field, the out- 
sanding development was the rapid 
expansion of the housing programme. In 
1953 the Government attained their 
objective of 300,000 new houses a year 
in Great Britain. The number of dwell- 
ings completed in England and Wales 
rose from 172,000 in 1950 to 309,000 in 
1954. Private enterprise house building 
increased substantially. 

The Housing Repairs and Rents Act 
amended existing legislation to facilitate 
the modernisation and improvement of 
older houses and the demolition of other 
houses which could not be repaired. The 
Act also allows landlords on specified 
conditions to increase rents in order to 
keep their property in good repair. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT: [Legisla- 
tion: Rural Water Supplies and Sewerage 
Act, 1951; Rivers (Prevention of Pollu- 
tion) Act, 1951; The Border Rivers (Pre- 
vention of Pollution) Act, 1951; Rag 
Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 
1951; New Valuation Lists (Postpone- 
ment) Act, 1952; Valuation for Rating 
Act, 1953; Local Government Super- 
annuation Act, 1953.] 


Almost all the work of the Ministry is 
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concerned with local government, as 
indeed is much of the work of other 
Departments. But the Ministry’s special 
concern includes the structure and organ- 
isation of local government, its general 
financial position and miscellaneous 
subjects which come under the purview of 
local government. Thus, in addition to its 
normal work of administration, the 
Department was in August, 1952, respon- 
sible for co-ordinating the work of 
restoration at Lynmouth after the flood 
disaster, and was involved particularly in 
the coast protection aspects of the serious 
East Coast floods in 1953. 

After the smoke-laden fog of Decem- 
ber, 1952, which resulted in many deaths 
in London, a committee was set up to 
examine the causes, and recommenda- 
tions for dealing with the problem were 
accepted in principle by the Government. 

_Despite Testrictions on capital expen- 
diture during the earlier years covered 
by the report, much progress was made 
i Carrying out water supply and sewer- 


THE BUILDER 


Housing and Development Plans 
MHLG REPORT FOR 1950/51—1954 


age works needed to avert danger to 
public health, to serve substantial housing 
and industrial development and to bring 
piped water to rural areas. 


PLANNING: [Legislation: Mineral 
Workings Act, 1951; Town and Country 
Planning (Amendment) Act, 1951; Town 
Development Act, 1952; Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1953; Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1954.] 

By the end of 1954 nearly all local plan- 
ning authorities had submitted develop- 
ment plans indicating broadly their inten- 
tions and expectations for some 20 years 
ahead. Assessing the merits of the plans, 
weighing up objections and _ reaching 
decisions, involved many detailed con- 
sultations and some very difficult issues. 
During the period the Minister approved 
55 plans. Good progress was made on 
the redevelopment of the central areas of 
the blitzed cities, including the City of 
London. 

One of the main problems encountered 
in the planning sphere arose from the 
need to relieve the congestion in the 
central areas of London and the great 
provincial cities, The Town Development 
Act, 1952, was passed to facilitate the 
expansion of existing small towns which 
were willing to take population from the 
overcrowded cities. 

A major change in the financial provi- 
sions of the Town and Country Planning 
Acts by the abolition of the development 
charge was effected by the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1953, the financial 
revision being completed by the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1954. 

Between 1951 and 1954, eight national 
parks were set up, and four long-distance 
routes were approved by the Minister. 


NEW TOWNS: [Legislation: New 
Towns Act, 1952; New Towns Act, 1953. ] 

No New Towns were designated during 
the period. The 12 already established 
made very substantial progress. By the 
end of 1954 more than 27,000 houses had 
been built, and 131 factories, with a floor 
area of 34 million sq. ft., and an employ- 
ment potential of over 17,600, had been 
completed. 


Housing 


The three phases of the programme: 
The housing functions of the Department 
fall under four heads. First, there are 
the normal controls, such as granting 
housing subsidies and loan sanctions, 
which the Central Government have 
always exercised over local authority 
house building. Second, since 1945 the 
pressing need for house building and the 
many other demands upon the resources 
available have led to the assumption by 
the Government of more direct responsi- 
bility for the size and composition of the 
total housing programme. Third, the 
Department has encouraged research and 
development and issued guidance on the 
design and equipment of buildings. 
Fourth, the Department has been con- 
cerned with the use and maintenance of 
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existing dwellings both publicly and 
privately owned. 

General policy and programme: The 
programme passed through three phases. 
During the first phase from April, 1950, 
until the new Government took office in 
October, 1951, the policy was to keep the 
programme running at a steady level of 
175,000 completions a year in England 
and Wales. The second phase, which 
continued until the end of 1953, was one 
of expansion. The new Government 
announced their intention of increasing 
the housing programme to the maximum 
possible with the resources available, 
and the number of houses completed in 
England and Wales rose to 208,975 in 
1952, 279,231 in 1953, and 308,952 in 
1954. 

The beginning of the third phase was 
marked by the issue in November, 1953, 
of the Government's White Paper, 
““ Houses—The Next Step.” Broadly, the 
policy was that, with the programme 
running at 300,000 houses a year in Great 
Britain, the time had come to steady the 
programme of new house building. The 
White Paper outlined a comprehensive 
plan for making the best use of the stock 
of existing houses by conversion, im- 
provement and proper repairs and main- 
tenance and, for the worst houses, 
demolition, with provision for patching 
up those required to be used for a few 
years pending demolition. 

Availability of land, labour and 
materials: In the choice of a housing site, 
regard must be had not only to its 
physical suitability for building and the 
availability of services, but also to the 
general proposals for the planning of the 
area and the settled Government policy 
of avoiding, so far as possible, encroach- 
ment on food-producing land. In areas 
where land is scarce the size of the 
problem can be minimised by securing 
development at high density, but there 
are several great towns in which no 
tolerable density can provide for housing 
and rehousing the whole of the popula- 
tion. 

The number of men employed in 
England and Wales on new house build- 
ing, including site preparation, was 
about 210,000 at the beginning of April, 
1950. The figure increased to about 
290,000 by the end of September, 1953. 
At the end of September, 1954, it was 
about 280,000. In addition about 18,000 
men were employed on this work in 1950 
by the direct labour organisations of local 
authorities, and this figure had increased 
to 20,000 by 1954. 

In 1950 and 1951 the supply of 
materials, generally speaking, balanced 
the demands, but the use of softwood 
timber was restricted by the Government 
policy of conserving foreign currency. 
The large expansion of the housing pro- 
gramme during 1952 and 1953 meant an 
increased demand for bricks and cement. 
The difficulties were, however, overcome 
—in large measure as a result of the 
increase of output by the producers of 
both materials. 

Research: With the expansion of the 
house building programme, the Depart- 
ment have given increased attention to 
research and development into the use of 
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new methods and materials, both to 
reduce costs and to achieve quicker 
building. 
BUILDING COSTS 

The third report of the Girdwood 
Committee on the cost of house build- 
ing, published in May, 1952, showed that 
the average local authority three-bed- 
room traditional house of 1,050 sq. ft. 
completed in October, 1951, was esti- 
mated to cost £1,450. Trends since then 
have been to a reduction in size due to 
the adoption of space-saving designs, in- 
creases in wages, and an appreciable 
improvement in output (productivity in 
1953 was estimated to be 10 per cent. 
above the 1951 level). The average 
three-bedroom traditional house begun in 
1953 and completed in 1954 was about 
915 sq. ft., and was estimated to cost 
about £1,385 to erect, of which 30 per 
cent. represented labour, 60 per cent. 
materials, and 10 per cent. plant, over- 
heads and contractor’s profit. It required 
about 2,080 man-hours to build. 


Water and Sewerage 


The restrictions of wartime, and the 
hardly less severe restrictions of the 
earlier post-war years, had left water 
undertakers in heavy arrears with their 
normal replacement and development 
programmes. The stepping-up of indus- 
trial production was often dependent on 
new water schemes being completed, 
while country folk were less and less 
willing—or indeed able in many cases— 
to carry on in their homes and fields and 
dairies with fluctuating and often doubt- 
ful supplies laboriously hauled from 
private wells, village pumps, etc. 

In consequence the Department had to 
consider during 1950-1954 a great mass 
(including arrears) of much-needed and 
often costly schemes for providing new 
waterworks and mains, and replacing, 
improving or extending existing systems. 

The total value of water schemes of all 
kinds authorised in England during the 
four years was £70,232,000, and an addi- 
tional £6,866,000 was authorised in Wales 
during the same period. Expenditure of 
a further £74,600,000 in England and 
£3,379,000 in Wales was authorised for 
sewerage schemes. 


Planning 


Problems of the dispersal of population 
and industry: The period saw a steady 
and rapid increase in proposals for imme- 
diate development, and the Department 
was called on to give much advice and 
information to local planning authorities 
during the preparation of their develop- 
ment - plans. Particularly _ difficult 
problems arose from the need to disperse 
population and industry beyond the limits 
of the continuous built-up areas of Lon- 
don and the major provincial conurba- 
tions. 


Because of the immense amount of 
work involved and the shortage of trained 
staff it was necessary for extensions of 
time for the submission of development 
plans beyond July 1, 1951, to be given 
to 126 out of 148 planning authorities. 
By the end of 1954 only nine plans had 
been approved without the need to hold 
an inquiry or hearing, and 133 inquiries 
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and one hearing had been held, taking 
anything from one day to many weeks. 

Road traffic and land for housing: 
Planning authorities have been faced with 
two main problems. The first is to find 
land for housing, not of high agricultural 
quality, at the same time avoiding areas 
which would be exceptionally expensive 
to service, or which would be undesirable 
in other ways. 

For some planning authorities the 
problem has been to choose the land that 
ought to be developed first. For others 
the problem has been acute shortage; 
and the question has been what density 
of development and redevelopment they 
can properly contemplate within their 
boundaries. For county planning 
authorities whose areas adjoin  over- 
crowded towns, the problem has been 
where to provide for “ overspill”; to 
what extent to allow fringe development 
round the town; and where best to pro- 
vide for development at some distance 
from the town. 

The second common problem is that 
of road traffic. The general road pat- 
terns shown in the development plans 
remain, as is to be expected, the same as 
at present, though provision is made for 
the addition of a system of motor roads. 
In addition, many detailed proposals 
have been made for the improvement of 
traffic systems by means of by-passes, 
ring roads or relief roads, as well as road 
widening schemes, car parks and bus 
stations for congested areas. 

LAND USE 

An analysis of the development plans 
submitted showed that the total popula- 
tion provided for was about 14 million 
persons more than the _ Registrar- 
General’s estimate of the 1971 population. 
A table is published giving information 
about existing and proposed land use in 
areas covered by town maps. This 
reveals that the total additional land per 
1,000 population is about 10 acres, 
irrespective of the size of the town. Con- 
siderable increases are proposed in the 
amount of land to be used for industry: 
40 per cent. in the case of county 
boroughs, 30 per cent. in the larger town 
map areas, and 20 per cent. in the small 
towns; but there has been a tendency in 
a number of plans to allocate too much 
land for this purpose. 

Town Development: the Green Belt 
Policy: Before the war it was usual for 
authorities which could not house all 
their people within their boundaries to 
acquire land outside for the purpose as 
close to their boundaries as they could. 
But when it became accepted that the 
great towns ought not to graw any larger, 
and that their further expansion should 
be limited by green belts. local authori- 
ties had to look farther afield. The Town 
Development Act, 1952, enables the 
authorities of small towns to carry out 
planned expansions in order to house 
people from those congested areas, and 
to facilitate the building of factories 
which will give them work near their 
homes. These expansions are intended to 
be carried out by agreement between the 
“exporting” and “receiving” authori- 
ties with the approval and assistance of 
the Minister. Financial uncertainty on 
the part of receiving towns has made for 
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slow progress, but a simpler arrangemey 
of Exchequer assistance was under Con. 
sideration at the end of 1954 (ang Wa 
announced shortly afterwards), 

Town Planning Act Grants: The pg, 
simplified scheme of grants to ogy 
authorities in respect of expenditure in. 
curred in acquiring and Clearing areas q 
extensive war damage and areas of by 


layout or obsolete development j 
described. Under the old  schemg 
between 1950 and 1954 the Minists 


approved detailed proposals for th, 
redevelopment of approximately 7y 
acres, the estimated cost of acquisitig, 
and clearing being nearly £36 million 
During the five years ended March, 1954 
the amount of grant actually paid to logy 
authorities totalled some £867,000, oi 
which £740,000 related to the acquisitio, 
and clearance of land in redevelopmen 
areas (mostly areas of extensive wy 
danaage). The balance of £127,000 wa 
paid in cases where, as a result of refusy) 
of planning permission, compensation 
was payable or the local authority wa; 
obliged to acquire the land under Sec. 
tion 19 of the 1947 Act. 

Planning Appeals: No _ complet 
Statistics are available to show the num. 
ber of applications for planning per. 
mission actually made to local authori 
ties, but incomplete figures suggest that 
the increase in the number of applica- 
tions is roughly in proportion to the 
increase in the number of appeals to the 
Minister. This rose sharply from 3,528 
in 1951, and 3,441 in 1952, to 4,456 in 
1953 and 5,208 in 1954. This rise resulted 
in some delay in dealing with appeals, but 
steps were taken towards the end of 1953 
to improve the rate of deciding appeals, 


EXTERNAL APPEARANCE OF 
BUILDINGS 

One of the most difficult kinds of 
appeal to decide is that relating to the 
external appearance of buildings. A 
general improvement in design can come 
about only as a result of an improvement 
in public taste and an awareness of the 
possibilities of good design. This process 
of improvement is bound to take a long 
time, and meanwhile difficulties over 
external design arise in an acute form in 
three particular types of case. 

First, there are cases where a developer 
proposes to erect a building of a modern 
design—often with a flat roof—whicn. 
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while acceptable or even extremely good 
in 
development in the vicinity. In_ these 
cases the Minister, in common with most 
local planning authorities, is generally 
reluctant to refuse permission for a good 
design purely on grounds of incongruity, 
though occasionally the maintenance ol 
uniformity in general outline is justified. 

A second special problem is that of the 
design and appearance of office blocks to 
be erected as part of the rebuilding of the 
City of London. The advice of the 
Royal Fine Art Commission is frequently 
sought in an attempt to overcome these 
difficulties. 

The third special difficulty arises over 
the external appearance of buildings in 
areas of outstanding beauty, such as the 
Lake District, where the _ traditional 
building materials have become too ex 
pensive for general use. 


itself, is very different from other | 


cor 
int 
pla 
bee 


ina 
pla 
for 


Ptember 9 1955 


“Tr arrangemey 
vas Under cop, 
1954 (and wy 
ids), 
ints: The ney 
Nts to ogg 
xpenditure jp, 
"ATING areas of 
| areas of bad 
velopment s 
old 
the Ministe 
Sals for th 
imately 73) 
Dt acquisition 
£36 million 
March, 1954 
J Paid to Joi 
£867,000, 
1€ ACqUisitioy 
edevelopmen; 
Xtensive wa 
£127,000 wa; 
ult of refusy) 
“OM pensation 
uthority wa; 
1 under See. 


september 9 1955 


New Towns 


No fresh sites for New Towns were 
jesignated, but some minor variations to 
axisting orders were approved. All the 
wos had completed their preliminary 
planning, and 11 of the master plans had 
yen approved by the end of 1954. 
Houses were being built in large num- 
gers, and industrial and commercial areas 
were under way. The New Towns 
which were first to start were nearing 
iheit peak rate of construction. 


Wales 

Housing: The number of new per- 
manent dwellings built in Wales increased 
geadily year by year. In 1954 about 
15900 dwellings were completed, as com- 
wed with some 9,300 in 1950. 
Altogether 63,000 new homes were pro- 
vided during the five years. The supply 
of labour for new housing improved con- 
siderably during the period but, though 
the production of bricks and cement 
increased from year to year, demands 
were sO heavy as to cause periodical 
sarcities in some districts. 


: complet PLANNING 
tobe num. There are four major planning 
| & Pet F roblems in Wales. In the heavily popu- 


cal authori. 
suggest that 
of applica- 
tion to the 
peals to the 
from 3,528 
to 4,456 in 
rise resulted 


lated areas of the south and the north- 
east the problem is that of estimating and 
making provision for the changes of pat- 
tern and emphasis which are taking place 
in the industrial background. In most 
of the rural areas the problem is to decide 
what measures should and can be taken 
to arrest the decline in population as 
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An example of bracing, using tubular scaffolding. 


AN INGENIOUS METHOD 
OF BRACING 
The Use of Steel Scaffolding 


ingenious use of tubular scaffolding 
has been employed on an Edinburgh 


on the second floor, lying horizontally and 
tied by tubes to the reveals of the back and 
front windows. This brace was actually clear 
of the wall throughout its 40 ft. span, and 
pressure was applied by means of nine re- 
veal screws bearing on the walings. When 
maximum safe pressure was reached, the 
suspending and supporting struts and braces 
were fixed in position. 


demolish a well-built 30 in. thick stone gable, 


appeals, but 
found the remaining abutting gable, of much 


end of 1953 GEORGE BraSH, Clerk of Works. 


people drift away from the countryside 


ine ¢ to other areas. In the areas of high ' ane ; ' 

& appeals amenity the question is how best to lesser proportions and built at a later date, ,*, We should welcome information 

ICK acoly ¢ ict betwee > nee to have gaping joints, with little evidence of rom Agents, Clerks of Works or 
VCE OF resolve the conflict between the need to © ’ gent: fj Ww : 

preserve the landscape in all its natural lime mortar. General Foremen of ingenious 

. .} beauty and the land demands of the The first job was to point the gable as methods of overcoming  construc- 

Kinds of Service Departments and of modern demolition proceeded. Flues had been con- tional problems on the site. Where 


ting to the structed by building in stone to three faces, available, photographs should be in- 


=a development, more particularly in the , s 
—— AB tom of hydro-electric projects. In the fourth side being provided by the gable cluded. Material used will be paid 
can come which was being demolished. The answer for.—Eb. 


Swansea there is the special problem of 
reconstructing the blitzed city centre. 
And to these four there may be added 
the further problem which has become 
increasingly apparent in recent years, of 
how to exercise appropriate control over 
the spread of caravan camping, particu- 
larly in the coastal areas and, most of all, 
along the North Wales coast. 


to this problem was found in fireclay vent 
linings wedged in position and pointed as the 
work descended. 

Eventually the site was cleared of rubble, 
and the question of the safety of the adjoin- 
ing building was raised, as it appeared to 
require support prior to the start of build- 
ing operations with the accompanying vibra- 
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INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL 
PRODUCTION 
Figures for June, 1955 
THE PROVISIONAL INDEX of Industrial Pro- 
duction for June, 1955, published by the 
Central Statistical Office, is 136; this com- 


| developer pares with 138 for May, 1955, and 128 for 











if — All these problems have been clearly tion of digger, compressor, mixer and June, §954. The figures for June, 1954, and 
Min mr recognised by the planning authorities vibrator. Raking shores could not be con- May, 1955, were affected by the Whitsun 
as y “ concerned, and they are being brought sidered on account of excavation for a base- holidays. 

In th * | into focus in the various development ment and sub-basement, and as an alterna- The table below (taken from the Board 
ik plans. Progress on plans in Wales has tive the bracing illustrated, called the of Trade Journal of September 3) shows the 

ws ally been comparatively slow, due, so far as ~~ Flying Bedstead.” was devised. Initially, an provisional figures for June, together with 
se most authorities are concerned, to the independent tubular scaffold was erected, detailed indices for May and earliet dates. 
f haces inadequate strength of their technical while three timber walings spanned the first, Several of the figures published earlier have 
pethnisiity ‘ planning staffs, and at the end of 1954 second and third floors vertically at 15 ft. been revised as further information has 
; justified four plans were still to be submitted. intervals. A truss-type brace was then centred become available. 
hat of the AVERAGE 1948 — 100 

blocks to »§ —— aan —— —_ _ 5 = 
i 1954 1955 
ling 7 1952 | 1953 | 1954 = : : — 
eer Ist Ist June 
frequently {Quarter} April May June {Quarter April May | (Prov.) 
ome these # ——— z j aide Manin) Rita Reciieniaatd Mitcdtes Mansion ER Sie tend 
All industries an 114 121 129 | 130 124 133 128 138 132 138 136 

: |. Mining and quarrying... ... 109 | 109 | 110 | 117 | 107 117 | 107 | 116 | 105 109 | 105 
rises over Total manufacturing industries 115 123 ie | Fo 128 138 133 143 138 145 143 
ildings in ass, vi ne - 105 | 112 | 117 112 117 116 107 130 130 138 — 
ch as the | Bricks, cement, etc... os 121 127 131 132 126 136 132 131 125 130 -- 
raditional Manufactures of wood and cork 115 124 148 130 136 148 149 145 ee = Bs 

‘ : Building and Contracting 103 110 111 111 109 112 | 112 105 . 
> too ex- Gas, electricity and water 127 132 142 160 136 131 123 174 143 141 131 
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ACCIDENT PREVENTION IN AMERICA 


Encouraging Figures Over the Years 


TALK on “America Looks at 

Safety’ was given by Mr. J. F. T. 
JopKa, Director of Ground Safety, 3rd 
Air Force, USAFE, at a meeting of the 
London Building and Engineering Con- 
tractors’ Accident Prevention Group, 
held at the Safety, Health and Welfare 
Centre, SW1, on July 20, with Mr. H. G. 
Harris in the chair. 

Mr. Jodka opened his talk by saying 
how pleased he was to know that a 
member of the London Building Acci- 
dent Prevention Group had written to 
the National Safety Council in Chicago 
relative to cranes and safeguarding them. 
It indicated that there was some connec- 
tion between what the Group were doing 
and what was being done in the USA. 

He went on to speak of his experiences 
in Germany on a large construction site. 
There were about 7,000 German workers, 
eager and ambitious to get on with the 
job, but their safety precautions were 
rather what one would expect from 
women standing on whatever was handy 
to reach something high up on a shelf. 
The frequency rate was excessive and 
there were many fatal and serious acci- 
dents. 

The frequency rates of such work in 
the USA are from four to five times 
higher in building than in any ordinary 
industry. Mr. Jodka said that despite the 
representation of the USA as big busi- 
ness concerns, only one in three of the 
businesses is really large, the others 
employing 500 men or less. Out of seven 
major classifications, the building indus- 
try stands sixth down the list, being 
almost the worst industry in the USA 
from an accident point of view. He 
thought that this was partly because of 
the amount of sub-contracting to small 
concerns with little or no control over 
the labour by large contractors. 

Mr. Jodka went on to say that it was 
difficult for him to do more than general- 
ise ; he was finding in his position as 
Safety Director (USAF) with all the 
complicated ramifications of a modern 
up-to-date military machine that one got 
to know less and less about more and 
more until one might finally end up 
knowing nothing about everything. 


Referring again to the safety work 
under his charge in Germany, he said 
that they had the satisfaction at the end 
of two years of receiving the highest 
award for safety and knowing that their 
efforts had resulted in a drop in the 
frequency rate. 

Looking at what America was trying to 
do, he must report that they were essen- 
tially a nation of small businesses. Fre- 
quency rates in general were still very 
high in some industries, including the 
building industry. Last year 14,000 
people were killed in industry in the 
USA, but in 1915 the figure was 25,000 
with a much smaller labour force. In 
fact, that would have been about 50,000 
last year, using the same accident fre- 
quencies as 1915, so that appreciable 
progress had been made. In the last ten 
years there was a drop from 18,000 to 
14,000. 


Of the interest taken by Americans in 
“off the job” safety of their employees, 
Mr. Jodka said that statistics showed that 
for 14,000 deaths from accidents, etc., 
on the job there could be 30,000 deaths 
from accidents off the job to the same 
groups of workers. A very sincere and 
serious off the job safety campaign was 
being carried on combined with on the 
job safety work by industrial safety per- 
sonnel. 

The homes of the employees were 
inspected. A programme of community 
safety was drawn up, and assistance was 
given in schools training future techni- 
cians or labourers in industry. 


A SAFETY PROGRAMME 


In connection with the USA services, 
he said that safety was organised along 
numbers of lines, including road safety, 
industrial safety, taking in the use of 
safety equipment generally, educational 
(schools) safety, recreation and_ sports 
safety, as well as home safety. “In the 
air force programme on the job accidents 
can be determined at a single operation. 
Safety representatives are placed in the 
remotest work areas, though that duty 
is one of many additional supervisory 
functions. It is customary now to look 
beyond the three E’s of safety. Two more 
E’s are added. One is Economics. In 
connection with the economics of safety 
he said that for every single time an in- 
dividual has a cut finger or medical ser- 
vice of any sort, it is recorded so that the 
loss in terms of dollars may be assessed 
for every type of injury. Every time a 
kitchen hand cuts himself opening a can 
it costs $7. Every day lost to a service- 
man cost the US Government $30. If a 
person is killed the cost is $35,100 (a lot 
cheaper than if he is permanently dis- 
abled, where the costing is $63,500). 

“This technique has come from indus- 
try and they have found that for every air 
force dollar spent they have saved some- 
thing like $60. Safety programmes have 
been shown to pay wherever they are 
introduced,” he added. 

The safety programme in the US Air 
Force in England saved 11 lives last year 
(1954) apart from the saving of time, etc.. 
suffering, or grief. Enthusiasm was vital ; 
without it a safety programme would 
fall flat. 

“We are always attempting to put 
things over to people in a little different 
manner. We concentrate on the efficiency 
of the safe worker, and how extremely 
beneficial it is to his family and to him- 
self to keep from all accidents. 

“Big business in the USA has gone 
just about as far as it can with safety 
campaigning, but small businesses still 
have a long way to go. It is to them that 
we look for further decreases in the 
national toll of accidents.” 


DISCUSSION 
THE CHAIRMAN opened the discussion 
by remarking that America tried to get 
industrial safety by education, whereas 
the United Kingdom did it by legislation. 
In reply, Mr. JopKA said that the USA 
did have state and city or county inspec- 
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tors as well as Federal Inspectors 
Each state had its own legislature ang 
there was also Federal Legislation. 

One member spoke of what had been 
said about inspection of workers’ homes 
remarking that in this country it woulj 
be thought of as “ snooping.” 

Mr. Jodka had made reference to the 
causes that lie behind most of the acgi. 
dents, and Mr. INSHAW (of RoSPA) 
asked if the type of person who needs 
special consideration was frequently 
found. Mr. JoDKA replied that he could 
only say that if you looked into any aggj. 
dent, barring mechanical or equipment 
failure, you would nearly always find that 
the injured person was day-dreaming o; 
otherwise not on the spot mentally, 

Mr. INSHAW agreed that a moment's 
aberration could lie at the back of many 
accidents, but asked where it got us in 
accident prevention to discover what had 
caused it. Mr. JopDKA said that it did 
lead to a better understanding of the 
safety problems in an industry if one 
fully understood personnel supervision, 

One member spoke of the problem of 
the small contractor who cannot have the 
organisation to participate directly in any 
elaborate safety scheme. 

Mr. JopKa said that the training 
course invited persons from smaller con- 
cerns, who had other functions as well as 
safety, to attend the courses. Packaged 
information on safety was distributed to 
small contractors and firms on an in- 
creasing scale, and their personnel were 
encouraged to attend first-aid courses out 
of working hours. 

Another member said that last year he 
was touring building sites in the USA. 
It had been said that we in England were 
fettered with legislation. His impression 
was that in the States they were far more 
conscious of the need for accident pre- 
vention than we were on this side. He 
agreed that there was much more sub- 
contracting of work in the USA than in 
England, but the contractors did appear 
to co-operate on safety matters. It was 
not unusual to see at the approach to a 
site a large notice announcing that the 
site had had, for example, 2m. accident- 
free hours. He had also noticed large 
caravans with a red cross with full-time 
first-aid attendants. Steel helmets were 
much more in evidence than in_ this 
country. 

He went on to say that it was not 
necessarily from humanitarian reasons 
that America was so safety-minded. The 
insurance companies sent their represen- 
tatives to sites and premiums _ were 
affected by the efficiency or otherwise of 
the safety organisation. 
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In connection with the tendency to 
wear protective equipment to a greater | 
extent in the States, Mr. Inshaw asked: | 
(a) is it a condition of service that such 
equipment be used? (b) is it supplied by | 
the contractor? (c) do the trade unions 
support management in insisting that it 
be used? 

Mr. JopKA said that all these could 
apply, and certainly safety was the cause 
of some of the happiest relationships be- 
tween the trade unions and management. 
The new General Motors wage contract 
provided more benefits to employees | 
while guaranteeing better and safer | 


working conditions. } 
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ANTI-STATIC-ELECTRICITY TILES 

HE need for an anti-static tile as flooring 

in hospitals, special factories and other 
buildings in which the accumulation of 
static electricity presents a hazard has 
prompted the Marley Tile Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don-road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent, to 
develop a special grade of the “ Marleyflex ” 
series of thermoplastic tiles, in which the 
electrical conductivity of the floor has been 








THE ** SOFONO ” contempor- 
ary fireplace has been chosen by 
Falkirk Town Council for instal- 
lation in a new housing scheme, 
and is shown here fitted with a 
** Lo-Front”” continuous burning 
fire. The polished oak surround 
is not included in the unit, and the 
fireplace and hearth are made of 
durable cast iron, vitreous 
enamelled in a choice of five 
colours. The unit is manu- 
factured by Grange-Camelon 
Iron Co., Ltd., of Falkirk, and is 
suitable for installation with an 
existing boiler unit or with a 
complete back boiler flue set. 
Where a self-coloured surround 
is selected, a two-colour effect 
can be gained by using a con- 
trasting coloured fire. 


increased. The anti-static properties of 
floors laid with these tiles do not depend 
upon the use of conductive grids beneath 
the surface, which would have to be 
specially earthed. Installation is by ordi- 
nary methods, over concrete, wood or other 
bases. Where maintenance by waxing is 
desired, a special grade of anti-static wax 
emulsion is provided. The tiles are avail- 
able in the range of “ Marleyflex ” colours. 





NEW MATERIAL HANDLING DEVICE. A device which will speed material handling 
on building sites and dispense with the need for wooden pallets, except for stacking, has 
been invented by Wates, Ltd., building and civil engineering contractors, of Norbury, SW. 
A brick box has been designed to incorporate a scissor grip which forces the bottom layer 


of bricks together in a wedge-like action and enables the whole stack to be lifted clear of 
A safety plate is then swung into position under the box. 


its pallet. 


The box can take 


a load of 196 bricks which must be stacked so as to overlap the pallet, or other suitable 


dunnage, by approximately three-quarters of an inch on both sides. 
five kinds of brick, breeze slabs and hollow blocks have proved most successful. 


Extensive tests with 
The 


design conforms with the requirements of the Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) 
Regulations. 
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NEW SANDER-GRINDER. Cleaning up a 
welded edge of a fabricated trailer bogie with 
the aid of a Black & Decker 7-in. heavy-duty 
sander-grinder and a nylon-bonded depressed 


centre disc. The wheel guard should be noted. 
This machine (further details of which are 
obtainable from the company at Harmonds- 
worth, Middlesex) replaces an earlier model, 
and is available in three styles, with spindle 
speeds ranging from 4 200—6,000 rpm. 





SEALING AND JOINTING 
A sealing strip supplied ready to use 
from a practical type of reel which, it is 
claimed, can greatly speed up a wide range 
of jointing and sealing jobs, has been intro- 
duced by the B.B. Chemical Co., Ltd., 
Ulverscroft-road, Leicester. Known as the 
“ Prestik ” builders’ sealing strip, it is under- 
stood to be completely clean and pliable to 
handle, and is available in three sizes which 
can easily be combined to the exact width 
or thickness that the job demands. The 
material is stated to be weatherproof, water- 
proof and really permanent, and has already 
been used for at least ten years in a number 
of industries before being introduced to the 
building industry. A list of distributors has 
been issued. 
WASH BASIN DESIGN 
A wash basin of improved design is being 
introduced by Edward Johns and Co., Ltd., 
Armitage, near Rugeley, Staffs. Two models 
are being produced—the “ Debdale ” No. 
4099P (on pedestal) and the “* Debonex ” No. 
4099 (on any type of bracket and hangers). 
The bowl itself is said to be of generous size 
with an ample width of ledge to couiteract 
over-spill at the sides. The basin is made in 
six different colours and in white. 
PLASTIC TUBE FITTINGS 
A leaflet describing their Conex jointing 
fittings for polythene or plastic tube has been 
issued by Conex-Terna, Ltd., Conex Works, 
Whitehall-road, Tipton, Staffs. The Conex 
“wedding ring” fitting creates a corruga- 
tion in the polythene tube which, it is stated. 
forms a perfectly water-tight joint. When 
using heavy gauge tubing, there is no screw- 
ing to be done, and no preparing. It is 
necessary only to push the tube into the joint 
and tighten up. The firm has also designed 
a support for insertion into light (or normal) 
gauge polythene tube. 








446 





THE NEW O-DE domestic boiler introduced 
by Ideal Boilers and Radiators, Ltd., Ideal 
House, Great Marlborough-street, W.1, is to 
replace their present O-DC boiler. General 
improvements in its design have been effected, 
including improved draught controls to provide 
greater efficiency. Enamelled side jackets are 
now standard, the boiler not being suitable for 
use without them. Deliveries are expected to 
commence on October 1, when deliveries of the 
present O-DC boiler will cease. 





BRITISH TRADE FAIR 


Ten of ICI’s 12 manufacturing divisions 
are exhibiting at the 1955 British Trade Fair 
at Copenhagen (September 29 to October 
16) a selection of the company’s 12,000 pro- 
ducts which serve industry throughout the 
world. 

The Paints Division, for example, will 
illustrate its paint service to Denmark with 
emphasis on: finishes and paint products for 
all types of aircraft; coach finish for trams, 
vans, coaches and lorries, etc. The display 
of the Billingham Division will include ICI 
gypsum plasterboard, in plain and insulating 
qualities, “ Frestex,” a decorative material 
for interior use in buildings, and ‘ Faspite ’ 
retarded hemihydrate plaster. 


NEW PACK FOR PAINTS 


T. and W. Farmiloe, Ltd., Rochester-row, 
SW1, have announced the introduction of 
new packs for their range of Nine Elms 
paints. The new tin, designed by the Metal 
Box Co., Ltd., gives greater prominence 
than before to the brand name “Nine 
Elms,” which is clearly displayed on a circu- 
lar disc at the top of the tin. The tins for 
their various kinds of paint are now identical 
except for the fact that each has a different 
coloured panel in the shape of an artist’s 
palette upon which the individual name of 
the product is featured. The main advantage 
of this change of packing is that there is 
now a family resemblance between all the 
products in the “Nine Elms” range and 
these will make them more easily recognis- 
able to the decorator. 
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FINANCIAL RESTRICTIONS AND 
BUILDING 


Warning to Government 


Mr. F. W. P. Roserts, president of the South 
Wales and Monmouthshire Region of the 
Federation of Master Builders, speaking at a 
meeting of members at Cardiff on Septem- 
ber 1, said: ‘“‘We are again spending too 
much of the country’s income on our im- 
mediate comforts. That is the warning 
given by the Chancellor in his instructions 
to the banks and to local authorities on finan- 
cial policy. After ten years of hard strug- 
gling recovery, this could mean a particularly 
heavy blow to the building industry, 

‘‘ We in South Wales, are notably sensitive 
to sudden change, and any further restriction 
of capital for building and repair works, or 
the withdrawal of credit, would hit us very 
badly.” 

Again, they must remind the Government, 
he continued, that buildings of all kinds came 
first, that no active future could be planned 
for the enterprise of the nation without ade- 
quate and up-to-date housing, schools and 
factories. Moreover, the supply of work 
could not be turned off and on without great 
dislocation, and even disaster, to a major 
industry. 

“We builders give employment to over a 
million men, we make life more livable for 
millions more, and any financial stringency 
so far as the building industry is concerned 
is short sighted policy and economy at the 
wrong end of the stick altogether,” he 
declared. 

“Surely, the fault lies in the vast sums 
that are being pumped into nationalised in- 
dustries without any adequate commercial 
return. Investigation is urgently called for. 
Again, the curtailment of direct Government 
expenditure would ease the burden and give 
greater freedom for commercial enterprise. 
Stock-taking in these directions is long over- 
due, and the future success not only of our 
industry but also of the nation depends upon 
i 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND 


Emphasis on Small Dwellings 


HE Northern Ireland Government’s 
grant on the larger type of five-apart- 
ment subsidised houses built by private en- 
terprise in the Six Counties has been cut by 
£110—from £360 to 250. 

From January 1, 1957, this subsidy will 
be further reduced to £100 and it is the 
Government’s intention to abolish it alto- 
gether by the end of 1957. 

When presenting the Government order in 
the Senate in June last the Leader of the 
House, Col. Gordon, said that the object of 
taking houses of more than 900 sq. ft. out 
of the subsidy category was to enable public 
funds to be concentrated on smaller types. 

Commenting on the’ reduction, a 
leading Belfast building contractor said 
that while the subsidy had been adequate for 
that particular type of house, the £325 sub- 
sidy on the smaller type of house should be 
raised to £400. 

“There is a tremendous demand for the 
smaller house, and the subsidy cut should be 
reflected in an increased grant for the smaller 
house to enable more people to buy them,” 
he declared. 
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LABOUR SHORTAGE 
Building Contracts Turned Down 


BUILDING contracts are having to jy 
turned down by North Lincolnshire firms 
because of lack of skilled men. Man 
Grimsby workmen are otherwise engaged i 
high pay helping to build new factories on 
the Humber Bank—with contractors from 
outside the county—and at Scunthorpe “ 5) 
money ” offered by the steelworks lures : 
men away. 

The problem has become more acute in 
recent months and a spokesman for one 
Grimsby firm said: “I cannot see a solution 
for many years to come.” Many types of 
skilled men are urgently wanted. “ We wan; 
as many bricklayers, joiners, plumbers and 
painters as we can get,” said the director 
of another firm. ‘“ The fact that we cannot 
get them means that we are having to tum 
contracts away.” The fine weather of recent 
months was ideal for building but his fi-m 
had not been able to take on the work it 
would have liked. 


There was a grave shortage of seis | 


general labourers, said another Grimsby 
builder’s representative. “A really good 
general labourer is worth his weight in gold 
to us,” he declared. 
cannot seem to get the right type.” A 
brighter feature in the industry was that it 
appeared to be attracting more youngsters 
as apprentices. 

The president of the Grimsby and District 
Building Trades Employers’ Association, 
Mr. BASIL PETTIFER, said that shortage was 
chiefly of plasterers, joiners and bricklayers. 
Big contractors, he said, were feeling it most 
for the smaller builders usually had a few 
men who had been with them for years 
and were so able to carry on. 


HOUSE-BUILDERS’ EXHIBIT 
Sussex Industries Show 


(THE Southern Counties Federation of 

Building Trades’ Employers, in co- 
operation with 14 member fi-ms, who are 
registered house-builders in Sussex, have 
arranged an impressive stand at the 
Sussex Industries Exhibition and Trade Fair 
at The Corn Exchange, Brighton. The ex- 
hibition is now open from 2 p.m. to 9.30 
p.m. daily until September 17 

The purpose of the Federation’s display 
is to publicise the work of the National 
House-Builders’ Registration Council and 
to draw attention to the housing develop- 
ment taking place in Sussex by numerous 
federated builders in the county who are 
building houses in accordance with the 
council’s scheme. 

The stand is designed to show how the 
scheme works and includes full details on 
the houses being offered by the co-operating 
firms, together with information about 
registered house-builders in the county 
There are a number of photographs of 
houses built under the registration scheme as 
well as those built to the design and super: 
vision of practising architects. A map of 
Sussex, 20 ft. long, has been designed and 
painted by two students of the Brighton 
College of Art and Crafts. Another inter- 
esting feature of the stand is that most of 
the material used in its construction (includ 
ing some excellent face brickwork) has been 
made and painted and much of the sigt- 
writing carried out, by indentured building 
craft apprentices. 
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Housing scheme at Petaling Jaya. Those responsible for the design of this and other schemes illustrated 

were: Messrs. V. Z. Newcombe, ARIBA, MTPI, Architect-Manager, Housing Trust, Federation o 

Malaya; R. H. H. Davis, BArch(L’pool), ARIBA, Senior Architect ; and E. J. Felts, AMIMunE, MRSI, 
Senior Engineer. 
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BUILDING IN MALAYA 
Work of the Federation’s Housing Trust 


By VERNON Z. NEWCOMBE, ARIBA, MTPI (Architect-Manager, 
Malaya Housing Trust) 


THE following notes are based on the 

experience of the Housing Trust of 
the Federation of Malaya. This is a 
Government-sponsored central housing 
agency formed to provide low-cost hous- 
ing throughout a teriitory which is a 
little larger than England without Wales 
and which has a population of about six 
million people. 

The Trust is confining itself at present 
entirely to the construction of houses for 
sale at prices frem £690 to £2,000. In 
this way they are retaining the limited 
financial resources available to them as 
a revolving fund. Purchasers can obtain 
long-term loans from a building society. 

The Trust began to employ a technical 
staff of their own in January, 1953. It 
consists at present of a manager, a senior 
architect, a senior engineer, five archi- 
tectural and five engineering draughts- 
men and tracers, an accountant, five 
clerks and typists and two office boys. 

The staff deal at present with a con- 
struction programme of approximately 
800 houses in estates located in six dif- 
ferent towns. One of these is 250 miles 
to the north and another is 250 miles to 
the south of head office, where designs 
and working drawings are prepared for 
all engineering and building works 

The larger estates are carried out in 
three contracts, engineering works, build- 
ing works and electrical works. It is local 
custom to let a separate contract for sani- 
tary works, which includes plumbing and 
sewage disposal. This leads to the absurd 
situation that the builder completes the 
house down to wall decoration and wall 
tiling in bathrooms before the plumber 
Starts to install his pipes. Similarly, the 
electrical wiring is usually fixed after 


everything else is completed. The Trust 
experienced no difficulty in including 
sanitary works in the main building con- 
tract and in co-ordinating electrical 
works so that wiring is installed under 
plaster. 

TENDERS AND CONTRACTS 

Tenders for engineering works are 
based on bills of quantities. Tenders for 
building works are based on working 
drawings, a general specification apply- 
ing to all schemes and project specifica- 
cations applying to individual schemes. 
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This system requires a 
very high standard of 


working drawings which, 
with the staff available, 
can only be obtained by 
constant repetition of 
about 12 basic house-types 
(the problem of lack of 
variety does not arise as 
the estates are hundreds 
of miles apart). Most 
builders are not accus- 
tomed to bills of quantities 
and it appears fairly cer- 
tain that an intricate docu- 
ment of this kind would 
produce higiier quotations. 

Earlier attempts to use 
current UK forms of con- 
tract, suitably modified, 
were abandoned in favour 
of the form of contract 
used by the Public Works 
Department. Most con- 
tractors are familiar with 
the latter and it was felt 
that any innovation would 
lead to confusion and mis- 
understanding. The build- 
ing contracts include 
schedules of rates on 
which variations can be _ based. 

The number of items covered by PC 
sums is being kept to a minimum. These 
items come usually from overseas and 
dock strikes, freight charges and sudden 
unexpected customs barriers make quota- 
tions unreliable. The range, of overseas 
building materials and fittings available 
in Malaya in addition to those from 
Britain, is impressive, e.g., Belgian asbes- 
tos cement: Indian roofing tiles; Japan- 
ese cement; Chinese nails; Japanese, 
Spanish, German and Italian floor and 
wall tiles: Scandinavian and Austrian 
wall boards: Swedish and Dutch flush 


doors; and electric cookers from 
America, Czechoslovakia and Sweden, 
etc. 


ESTIMATING 


Estimating as practised in Malaya 
usually appears to be anything but a 





A scheme of small detached houses at Malacca. 
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Housing at Alor Star. 


science. The more experienced builders 
base their prices on similar jobs carried 
out in the past with due consideration 
for profit or loss incurred at that time. 
The less experienced builders guess. 
Many of the latter seem to be of the 
“get rich quick” variety and tend to 
guess on the high side, which makes it 
easy to eliminate them. A project in one 
of the larger towns may attract as many 
as 30 tenders and the difference between 
the lowest and the highest tender is often 
100 per cent. 

Many contractors are chiefly con- 
cerned with organisation and finance; 
they are not necessarily “ builders.” Prac- 
tically all work on the site is usually sub- 
contracted in some form. In the case of 
plumbing the sub-contractor may be a 
specialised firm; in the case of brickwork 
the general contractor will supply the 
materials and will hire one or several 
“labour gangs,” depending on the size 
of the job. These contract to carry out 
an agreed amount of work at a fixed 
price and work with great energy and 
speed throughout the week, including 
Sundays. It is interesting to record that 
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in three different contracts hundreds of 
miles apart given to three different con- 
tractors, the same gang leaders turned 
up, presumably because they had 
acquired a reputation for knowing the 
requirements of the employer. It is, thus, 
quite likely that the contractor only em- 
ploys an agent on the site and his office 
organisation is also likely to be very 
simple. It will be seen that under these 
circumstances it is probably impossible 
for European firms to compete. 


UNSKILLED LABOUR 


Most artisans are not skilled in the 
European sense. There is a remarkable 
spirit of adventure and enterprise abroad 
in this country, which is the most pros- 
perous in South-East Asia. They work 
where they can earn most. In between 
periods of building they may accept work 
as rubber tappers, coffee-stall operators, 
taxi-drivers and so on. Large numbers 
of young women do unskilled work on 
building sites. Their wages are only 
about one-third to one-half of those of 
skilled men. 

With unskilled labour so cheap there 
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SOME TYPICAL HOUSE-TYPE PLANS.—Above (left) house-type A3/1 in which the 

main building has a floor area of 452 sq. ft., the kitchen annexe 143 sq. ft., and the 

verandah 115 sq. ft.; (right) type A3/2, main building 452 sq. ft., shower and w.c., 43 sq. ft. 

Below (left) type A4/2, main building 529 sq. ft., kitchen annex 196 sq. ft., and verandah 
50 sq. ft.; (right) type A3/S/1, main building 805 sq. ft., porch 105 sq. ft. 
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is probably no need to employ mog 
site machinery other than the usual = 
crete mixers, wood working and ria 
earth-moving machinery. This last 
often used in a grand manner and sity 
are levelled in a most thoughtless ne 
uneconomic way. 

Good supervision is all 
and one of the main problems of byjjg. 
ing in this country. The artisan ty 
of clerk of works in the European we 
is very rare. The Government Depar. 
ments train their own clerks of works 
Others might be able to find a man with 
some technical college training or ma 
have to accept a man with personality 
and some limited experience of superyis. 
ing building work. On the whole, one hy 
to rely on “overseers” rather thay 
“clerks of works.” But with good anj 
conscientious supervision excellent resyl 
can be achieved. 


BUILDERS IN 
LIQUIDATION 
A Recent Case 
[From a Legal Correspondent] 


A CASE of considerable interest to 
eS builders is the Court of Appeal 
decision In re B. Johnson and Co, 
Builders, Ltd., because it shows the legal 
relationship between a_ receiver and 
liquidator and the firm of builders con. 
cerned. The applicant had, since the 
firm’s incorporation, been the chairman 
and manager of a company formed in 
1940 to carry on the business of builders 
and contractors and held the greater part 
of the capital of the company which con. 
sisted of £1,000 in £1 shares. The com 
pany was financed by the bank and in 
1940 the company issued to Barclays 
Bank, Ltd., a debenture which contained 
a floating charge upon all the assets of 
the company to secure the necessary 
overdraft. In 1947, £29,000 was owing 
to the bank and they obtained leave of 
the court to appoint a receiver and man- 
ager, and this was done. In 1948 the 
unsecured creditors presented a petition 
for the compulsory winding up of the 
company and a winding up order was 
made in January, 1948, and liquidator 
were subsequently appointed. The 
receiver was only discharged of hi 
receivership and managership in May, 
1949. 

The applicant, who naturally expressed 
the views of the company, was not satls- 
fied with the conduct of the receiver and 
manager and of the liquidator. The 
receiver had taken over when a building 
estate was in process of developing 2 
Whiston, in Lancashire. Thirty-two 
houses were in course of erection and 
large sums had been spent in connectiol 
with roadmaking and roads and sewers 
He immediately stopped the project. He 
abandoned a contract with the Liverpoo 
Warehousing Co., Ltd., the value of which 
was no less than £28,000. Besides this 
it was claimed that the receiver and mat 
ager did not deal with the company’ 
land satisfactorily. It was pointed ol! 
that the land should have been submitted 
to auction with the benefit of plannitt 
approval given in 1946 which would hav 
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mplo ; the value from the amount 
the usuaypsned on sale, £6,250, to £23,000. It 
iN and heay fyas further claimed that by: negligence 
This lage isin making claims under the planning Acts 
NNer and site Photh by the receiver and manager and 
10ughtless ang fire liquidator compensation payable was 
aly £4,500, Whereas it should have been 
4600. The applicant claimed that both 
the receiver and liquidator had acted in 
preach of $.333 (1) of the Companies Act, 
948, which provided for compensation 
or restoration of funds by a limited class 
of responsible persons, including “ man- 
ger or liquidator of the company or any 
officer of the company ” for misfeasance 
or breach of trust or misapplication of 
unds. 

His argument, which had _ found 
fvour with the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Lancashire Palatine Court, did not pre- 
vail before the Court of Appeal. The 
Court in the first place said that the 
section could not possibly apply to a 


all importay 
lems of build. 
© artisan t 
‘UrOpean sep 
iment Depart. 
tks of “a: 
1¢ a man with 
th personality 
re O Superyis. 
v ole, one has 
Tather thay 
ith good and 
cellent results 


—, 


IN receiver because he was not managing 
on the company’s behalf, but on the 
IN debenture holders’ part to facilitate the 


enforcement of the security. He, there- 
e fore, was not an officer within the mean- 
ing contained in S.455 of the Companies 
Act, 1948. Acting on behalf of the 
debenture holders he was under no 
obligation to realise on sale the best 
figure. The distinction was drawn that 
he was a manager and receiver of the 
property of the company rather than of 
the company itself. 


LIQUIDATOR’S POSITION 


The liquidator was not protected in 
this way, but so far as both the receiver 
and liquidator were concerned it was 
pointed out that $.333 did not cover 
merely ordinary claims for negligence at 
law. The deficiencies alleged against the 
receiver Were Over six years old and 
certain of the events alleged took place 
after January 26, 1948, when his respon- 
e necessary| sibility ceased. So far as the liquidator’s 
was owing} fesponsibility in relation to compensation 
ed leave of| claims was concerned, he was at the time 
>r and man-| acting under the advice cf a surveyor. 
n 1948 the} A final point taken against the appli- 
1 a petition} Cant was that in view of outstanding 
up of the} ¢laims of secured and unsecured creditors 
order was} there would be insufficient to leave any- 
liquidator thing at all for the contributories even 
ted. The allowing for the difference between 
ed of his £8,600 and £4,500 and allowing some- 
p in May, thing for loss of development profit. 
Therefore, the Court of Appeal con- 
sidered that the plaintiff had showed in. 
sufficient interest in the subject matter of 
is claim. ; 

It was therefore held that the builder 
had no remedy under S.333 of the Com- 
panies Act, 1948, against the liquidator or 
Tecelver. If he had been dissatisfied with 

l¢ way the liquidator was carrying out 
his duties as liquidator a possible remedy 
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connection |. 

nd sewes, ght have been to make an appropriate 
roject. He application to the Court under S.246 of 
- Liverpool the Act. In such cases the Court has 
e of which POWer to control and regulate the activi- 
sides thi, “S of the liquidator where necessary. 
and mat: TAY ieee Se 

company’ ANN vat REPORT 

yinted oul The eighty-eighth annual report of the 
submitted) Builders’ Clerks Benevolent Institution has 
* plannint| "OW been published, together with the rules 


vould hav! Of the Institution. 


THE BUILDER 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Copyright of Bungalows of 
Original Design 


Q.—I have recently been responsible for 
the building of several new bungalows of 
original design. I should like to ensure that 
copies are not made nearby, particularly if 
constructed of inferior matevials. Could you 
please tell me if I automatically hold any 
copyright, or how I can obtain it. If not, 
would the cost be much in this case?— 
Ac MoE. 

A.—A legal correspondent comments: By 
section 1 of the Copyright Act, 1911, copy- 
right can be claimed in respect of any 
original literacy, dramatic, musical or 
artistic work. “‘ Artistic work ” is defined 
by section 35 as including “ architectural 
works of art.” These in turn are defined as 
“any building or structure having an artistic 
character or design . . . in respect of such 
character or design.” It follows from this 
definition that copyright only extends to the 
artistic character and design of the building; 
it does not extend to the processes or 
methods of construction, although these 
might in suitable cases be the subject of a 
patent. 

It will be observed that the work must be 
original, but the standard of originality is 
not exacting. The effect of the word 
“original” in section 1 of the Copyright 
Act was considered in University of London 
Press, Ltd., vy University Tutorial Press, Ltd. 
(1916); the learned judge in that case said: 

“The word ‘ original’ does not in this 
connection mean that the work must be 
the expression of original or inventive 
thought. Copyright Acts are not con- 
cerned with the originality of ideas, but 
with the expression of thought.... The 
originality which is required relates to the 
expression of the thought. But the Act 
does not require that the expression must 
be in an original or novel form, but that 
the work must not be copied from another 
work—that it should originate from the 
author.” 

This particular case concerned a breach 
of literary copyzight, but I think that the 
passage just quoted can equally well be 
applied to the copyright in buildings. This 
passage was in fact adopted by the learned 
judge in Chabot v Davies (1936). That was 
a case on an infringement of an architect’s 
copyright in plans; architects’ plans are tech- 
nically the subject of literary copyright, but 
it seems reasonably certain that the prin- 
ciples applicable to plans apply also to 
buildings. 

I should perhaps add that prima facie 
architectural copyright belongs to the 
person who designed the building; that is, 
if an architect drew up the plans, the copy- 
right is his and not the builders—see hereon 
Chabot v Davies—but the architect may 
assign his copyright to the builder. 

There is no provision for registering copy- 
right. If your correspondent has reason at 
any time to fear that his copyright is about 
to be infringed, he could seek an injunction 
—i.e., an order of the court—to prevent the 
pesson concerned from copying his work. 
In the case of architectural copyright, how- 
ever, an injunction can only be claimed 
before building work has commenced.— 
A. EB. '¥: 
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Planning Permission for the 
Replacement of an Existing Building 

Q.—A client of ours wishes to improve the 
appearance of his buildings. These were 
erected over 20 years ago and are of corru- 
gated iron, some 8 to 9 ft. high. In 1938 
the site became a corner site owing to the 
construction of a new road; at that time 
the client wished to rebuild in brick but the 
war and licensing supervened. Three years 
ago the client had plans prepared by an ar- 
chitect, but these were rejected under the 
1949 Town and Country Planning Act. The 
planning authority have informed our client 
that they cannot force him to remove the 
existing buildings as they were in existence 
before the new road was laid out, but they 
refuse to grant him permission to build and 
extend to the full limits of the site because 
they maintain that the new building line is 
from the new road, 

Our client also wished to build a second 
storey, all in brickwork. He is prepared to 
waive this idea, but would like your advice 
as to whether it is permissible to take down 
the corrugated iron exterior and rebuild in 
brick without obtaining permission from 
the local authority. We can find nothing 
against this in the by-laws, but the authorities 
will not help and are very vague and non- 
committal. Your observations would be 
appreciated.—S. A. C. 

A.—A legal correspondent writes: This 
query has to be considered under two separ- 
ate heads: (ij) town and country planning; 
(ii) building line. 

(i) Town and country planning: It would 
be necessary to obtain planning permission 
even for the limited scheme of replacing the 
existing structure by a brick building. If 
planning permission is refused, the local 
planning authority must state their reasons 
in writing, and the aggrieved applicant has a 
right of appeal to the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. 

(ii) Building line: There are several possi- 
bilities here. First, section 3 of the Public 
Health (Buildings in Streets) Act, 1888, pro- 
vides that if it is proposed to erect a build- 
ing so that it will project beyond the front 
main walls of the buildings on either side 
thereof in the same street, the consent of the 
local authority must be obtained. If the 
authority refuse consent the aggrieved person 
may appeal to Quarter Sessions who may con- 
sider not only questions of law but also 
whether the refusal was reasonable or not. 
If the nearest building in the same street 
is some distance away, the courts may hold 
that the Act does not apply at all. It is 
not possible to lay down hard-and-fast rules 
on this point; the distance may vary accord- 
ing to whether there is another road in be- 
tween—in the present case, the footway may 
be a relevant factor. 

Secondly, where any building is taken 
down in order to be rebuilt, the local 
authority may prescribe the line on which it 
is to be rebuilt, but they must pay compensa- 
tion for any loss suffered by the owner— 
Public Health Act, 1875; section 155. 

Thirdly, a building line-may have been 
prescribed under section 5 of the Roads Im- 
provement Act, 1925, in which case consent 
must be obtained for the erection of a build- 
ing in front of that line; here again com- 
pensation must be paid for any loss suffered 
by the owner.—A. E. T. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
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— 2 oe. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade 
Aberdare ..... aA i i Shoreham _...,., tow 
er -~ vee ian. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury MB. ww 
Abingdon ...... coe a — ae a 3/11} 3/11 3/103 Sittingbourne . 2 
pon nal a Labourers... ... ... —-3/5$ 3/5. 3/4B 3/4 Skegness U.D. | rj 
Addlestone .. A = Skipton U.D. ... - 
Aldeburgh ......... “A2 Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade Sleaford U.D. oA 
Aldershot District... a2 ee oe Se o ee socccsccccccescese A2 PRLS wessccvecussyess A — oi con > 
Aeon UD... Boyt) uaa: elixstowe ..... Al Lyneham (Devon)...........A methwick C.B, ; 
wick ......... ae Bury St. Edmunds . oa Filey U.D. .. oi, TE TR coneseenes A Snettisham ....... ta 
Abaca, eee Buxton ae Fleetwood .. “ok Macclesfield ......s.ses0s000. A Somerset, County of .”"j43 
Amble....... ee Byfleet Flint .......... A Maidenhead ., Al Southampton ........ ar 
Amersham AL Folkestone wee Maidstone .. .Al Southend-on-Sea Dist > 
Ainantced aay Calder Valley. .scesséocsesseses A Frinton .... ey Maltby .......... A Southport .........., ea 
AMG. ane Cambridge ....... A EXGOONG s00ccecsoes-e acl Maldon (Essex) .. Al South Shields CB) 70°" 
Ardingly oe Cannock U.D. . i 4 Malvern U.D. .. Al Spalding U.D. “A 
Reena "AD Canterbury . A2 Gainsborough U.D. A Manchester .... a. Stafford M.B. “AR 
OS ees A2 Cardiff ...... Gateshead _......... vA Manningtree .. Al Staines .... i 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Cardiganshire, Gillingham (Kent).. Al Mansfield M.B. ............. A Stamford M.B. 2 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... x (Carlisie ........ ReaeaSeseaseaesases A SIOSSGD  ssscssecess5 cic DAASGHY: 5 scevsescsis aveA2 Stantonwick ar 
Ashford (Kent) ........... “"A2 Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tA2 Gloucester sbiceWeetiateusa se A ES: A2 Stevenage ie "h 
Ashford (Middlesex). oar Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of {A2 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 Market Harborough U.D. A Stockport _...... if 
— .......... mary REGAINED s< covecsacewcs cosseeseee A MS Od STING 2-2 -0..0-s<aneasseod A2 Maryport _........ssseceenrees A Stockton R.D.  ... vA 
Athicad ........ FF Castleford... seed Goole M.B Bae’ Matlock U.D ie Stockton-on-Tees a. 
Ashton-under-Lyne . A Caterham ....... seeeee mat Gosport ........ A Melksham ee * Stoke-on-Trent C.B, vr 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith . sos Grantham A Melton Mowbray U.D.....Al Stoke Orchard ...,, ‘Al 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) Charmy Down ....... ak Gravesend ....... A Merthyr Stourbridge M.B, A 
a EES. A2 Chatham & District Al Great Yarmouth ............... A |} Middlesbrough vA Stourport U.D. ck 
pcr tel mers Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. .........A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Middleton _ ....... A Stowmarket ........ Al 
mee Chelmsford ... aK Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Middlewich .... ey Stratford-on-Avon M.B.....,.4 
mt a3 ae -A2 Cheltenham ae Guildford District .. .A2 Milford Haven Sunderland District .....-"4 
ewell U .A2 Chepstow Al Morecambe .. wv Sunningdale ........, Al 
Banbury ..... .A2 Chertsey Ha5% Halesowen M.B. . A Morley .... A Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
Barnard Cast : EY CO eee “A Halifax ........ A Mundesley .... y: Swaffham oll 
Barnoldswick U.D. .. ae Chesterfield M.B. . LA Halstead .. A2 Swanage ow... esses —— 
Barnsley C.B. ........ A Chesterfield R.D. 20000007 Haresfield Al Nantwich Swansea A 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Harlow ...... A Nelson ... Swindon... 2 
ow-upon-Soar R.D. Chichester ............+.. A2 Harpenden A Newark-on Swinton U.D ‘ 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Harrogate a Newbury a meee, cars nee anne 
a A ham Within and Harden- Hartlepool .........s0seeee00s A Newcastle-on-Tyne ...........A Tamworth M.B....sssssssenA 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- Hing)” Ces aeneee A2 Harwich w..seseeseseseeesesees A Newcastle-under-Lyme ......A Tenterden ...... Ad 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)......A Chorley .... A Haslemere .. -A2 New Forest District......... Al Tewkesbury ..... Al 
Basingstoke ............. wad Clacton ... wet) Hastings .......... oe A2 Newmarket ........... Al Thames Haven oy 
ae A Cleethorpes . A Hatfield (Herts.) .... A Newport, MOR. sscissacsssses A Thetford ......... A2 
Batley M.B A Clevedon anny Haywards Heath ... ie Newport Pagnell .. AZ Thorpe Bay ....cesess WA 
Baxterley ... Al Cleveleys .. aN Hemel Hempstead . ook Newton Abbot ..... Al Thurrock U.D.C. Area ......A 
Beaconsfield a Gataca.. a Henley-on-Thames A2 Northallerton Dist.. ee .» North of, to Billericay A 
_ ee ie ro Coalville U.D. ... “A Hereford ...........00+4. -A2 Northampton C.B.. A Tilbury cosssseesssssssssssenlh 
Beccles ...... ...A2 Cobham (Surrey) “A Herefordshire, Cnty. of...$A2 North Shields ..... A Todmorden A 
Bedale R.D ik, Colchester ........... A Herne Bay .........ssseeees A2 Norton Radstock Al Tonbridge Al 
oe re A Goloe ...:...... See ay Hertford ...... ey i, ae me Torquay Al 
Bedlington A Colwyn Bay ..... ene Hexham U.D. me Nottingham C.B. ............A Totnes _ Al 
eee A Congleton... AL Heysham ......... oA Nuneaton M.B...........0064 A Trowbridge __... A 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A Consett pee High Wycombe .... Al Oak Tunbridge Wells ... 
a ri ee or Hinckley U.D. .......... A —- LO: fee ee A2 Tynemouth C.B. 
aie wy Cornwall, County of A2 eee rer Oo BEA: jssveevese A Uppingham (Salop) 
Berkhamsted A Coventry C.B A Hoddesdon . A acca A Uttoxeter U.D. 
: MERE: ssobcbpenswenee OPENS cisssescecsenes A Seocvenes Ad 
Berrington ......... Al Cranbrook A2 Horley _..... A2 : ‘ tee > 
Berwick Borough. ee \ Cranleigh . A? Horsham -A2 Ossett and Horbury .........A Wakefield ....... “A 
Meveriey .......... “aoe Crawley (Sussex) Al Horwich  ...... vA Oxford ....rrereeenvssrvveeeneees 1 watteond B. .. rn 
Bexhill-on-Sea are a. ner Huddersfield a Oxted Sabsencesinthovsavewevesied Al Walsall C.B. .. cid 
Biggleswade ...... "A2 Cie nee at Teenie Re NEG osc caseh'sveccsbaasccea Al Walsden_... A 
Billericay ........ a Crook and Willington Hunstanton ..... .A2 Peterborough ....... Be Walton-on-Naze 1 
_ eae ceil WOES. ns nN Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A mee Soke Al WALe on seeseeseeessesesseenssee A 
Billingham U.D.. ieee Crowborough —.....+.sesseseeA2 Ilk Pickering «...-+.+..+. -A3 baa rere ri 
a. |. — Gockel os ET OTE ee, A Plymouth .... OK. Warrington A 
Siiinenen or Te (iagapeacalaaeaean Ipswich ....... A Pontefract. Warwick M.B._ .. A 
Birkenhead .... a. Dalton-in-Furness ... oN Isle of Sheppey .. m4 Pontypridd District.. A Wellington U.D. . A 
Birmingham CB. +A Darlington District a Isle of Thanet. sso Portishead ............. A Wells (Norfolk) A2 
Sites Auckland... BES eran ae BIE OF WAGE 3 ons ccs ssenscccss A2 Portland Stoneyards . A Welwyn __.......- uses A 
Bishop’s Stortford. woo Deal. .... + A2 Jarrow M.B A Portsmouth ........... A ee oe oe nm 
tlle —— Denbigh | 0B. cccsescccscccecces Port Talbot . a ae West Bromwich C.B........A 
Blackburn ““aA | Derby C.B. ..... sere A | Preston....... A | Westbury ......... ore 
Blackpool........ a oe ..A2 ee Be Pudsey ....... A Westcliff-on-Sea. A 
Blackwell R.D ae sere County of . tA2 Kenilworth U.D. aN PUIDOLONGH  .,.<05éecsvursve A2 b suareabeyese Mai re 
Blaydon U.D... i WSDUTY oe nee ‘ettering M.B. . Ee ; are ae ase 
Sidworth .. 2 Didcot aA? Keynsham Se = nee. oe te Weybridge ........... veo 
Ra WINES) osc cessccsee .-A2 Kidderminster M.B. nol Raviech” ens A2 Weymouth ....... Al 
2 Doncaster C.B. .... oso King’s Lynn .......... ee Readi A Whitby U.D. veel 
X RPMASINE 565 csnye cisesccts ees A Kingskerswell Al ome eo Whitstable and District ...A2 
ae Dorset, County of (except- Kingsteignton Al Redditch UD = Wickford A 
A ing Poole, Swanage and Kirkham .....5¢.<<03 A Sdhill , ead > Widnes A 
AI Wimborne Al) ........... A2 | Knaresborough U ae ylaeneene “| Wisse - 
oe . —<— ws . vee RSS .A3 Wigton A2 
A2 Dovercourt ae Lancaster .......... A — - rv) Wilmslow _...... vA 
“A | Driffield U.D. AL Leamington M.B. | ooo - Wilts. County of - 
Bradford-on-Avon A2 Droitwich M.B. oooh - pre guage —_ Rugby M. 0 A ao rv 
 agenanenaianeseT: Al Dudley C.B. eA | Reeds nanos WA ee no - Windermere  ....... Aa 
hie, County of.3A2 aisha Ba Leicester C.B. .... ose Saffron Walden ....... A2 Windsor and Eton were 
ee, Somme o...§ - | oa ‘4 | Leighton Buzzard...........Al Be MID iecavcconestmonioun A | Wisbech ............. vA 
tnd x Letchworth ....... a’ Saas ip eae A oS eee Al 
Bridlington r Eastbourne ...........sssss00e A Lewes ......... AZ | St. Neots ........ A2 Woking (District) Al 
Brierficid .... ae E. Glam. & Mon. Vai. ......A Lichfield M.B. . 1A Salisbury City .. ‘A2 Wokingham .......... hd 
“ East Grinstead District ... A2 Lincoln C.B. .... +A Salisbury Plain .. .A2 Wolverhampton C.B..........A 
peer Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ...A Littlehampton A2 Sawbridgeworth <icagl Woodbridge ....... Al 
aks Ebbw Vale & District......... A Liverpool ....... 0 Saxmundham bas Worcester C.B. veoh 
“A? Edenbridge ae; Llandudno . Al Scarborough 7% Workington cove 
ey RRS * Lianelly A Scunthorpe .... A Worksop M.B. seal 
ey Epping . = London... ra a eee A Worthing ........-. Ad 
ON Exeter ......... Long Eato A Sevenoaks . Al Wrexham (incl. Cefi).......A 
4 “AD Sahil Loughborough M.B.  ' Sheerness ae Wroughton .......... Al 
ss lileseg Senda “a2 seen Louth eae Al Sheffield .. hk io ree woh 
Werk orecestertv coisa A Fareham westoft ... vA Shipley .......... cae Wymondham wd 
Burnie: BOMELONE, cisclusvoscoicsaccoecacee A2 SBOSDULYNESS ..00csceccuscccees A 2 Ce eR soe 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled | “£s. d 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the | sige! ars ae Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not Ye hoya Jes sage 7 "Facings. perio ys Ss 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large Berkshire district (London sites) i i 13 5.6 
quantities f materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations | Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) «.. % 4110 0 
grat site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities | ** (London sit Comey | Burnt Multi Stock Facings “as 

e 

amerchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include | 2{in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings bg 
he stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional | (London sites) i 14.18 0 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of | — Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. Pane song Wes ce or ia Te - ss . 2 : 
AGGREGATES AND SAND oo lhl 8 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for Double Headers _... oe on te oo ” 77 10 O 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and bs pe —_ hp tee vee te tee ” 87 0 0 

t. Pancras. wo sides and one en ae Sa jaa ee mS 89 10 O 
§ Soa) id Splays and Squints Hes “ 83 0 0 

Pit Ballast a _ ae i _ .. per yd. L 4.76 Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 

Pit Sand a a Be ax oe, i - 1211 colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 

Washed Sand ... ea fe ae ie _ a LG A All above prices plus 173 % for Best quality and 
sin. Shingle. es as ia i i a £2 5 plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
jin. Broken Brick rr ee ae aus wise a 1 0 0 

Pan Breeze me 43 - ee ae ss 10 3 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate... «ws Pperton 3 O@ Oo j PARTITION SLABS, etc. 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton | Delivered Central London Area. 

CEMENT, etc. | HoOLLow seag ncaa BLocks (Keyed) 

Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. | #9 j lorry loads. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- #3) IN. «ee eee ore 140 yds. tee ... per yd. sup. 4 4 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. Pt in. ... eee te 140 yds. te te ” 4 7 
6-ton loads and upwards, s site... os .. perton § 2 6 3in. ... see oe 120 yds. ” 5 4 
lto6tons, site. a 5 13 6 : BuILpING BLOocKs Keyed) 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton ‘loads and up- *4 in. (6 cavity) ie 95 yds. : 6 9 

wards to site : a : ; is + 3 @ 6 in. (83 in. x S$in.) 1,250 blocks... . per 1 ‘000 26 6 O 
l1to 6 tons do. site... ae Pa is 6 4 0 * Half blocks at no extra charge. 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per CLINKER CONCRETE 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 9; ; . con as 3 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots mee t 320 Shin as 2. ou 7 ay inh suo SOF SOS 4 7 

Other colours according to colour. a re xa 75 vds. < De. - 5 3 

In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. per ton. |- 4in es ae 55 yds. aM nse ie 6°35 

White Portland Cement ae ae oc Lye iF is 20 a a sti it: 6 Fis “ye ° 

Under 1 ton per cwt. 1S 9 a CRANHAM 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots a4 i ae 2 no 3 a ses oe ” 6 8 
and upwards per ton 614 O oes Bes ae nes ses aes a ss ” 7 4 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above ac set os ae ak AS ee = ” 8 7 
Portland Cement. 41 in sae * ee aos a ” 10 7 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 4 in. Load bearing quality hes : ” 11 8 
(I-ton loads and upwards). ; MOLER PARTITION “BLocks 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 7) eee aa z 150 yds. ae eae oS 15 6 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 14-83 + Zen. ... nes “as 120 yds. as << ss 15 9 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway. Depot, Ko) ee = aa 100 yds. ane <a ra 16 0 
London ‘ : » 6 & Ss 4in. ... Pe ae 90 yds. oe Be a 19 O 

Moler Mortar Powder for ‘Flee Bricks (London ; THERMALITE PARTITION BLOCKS 
sites) .. ; Sie xe me ass ©6percwt. 110 O 2hin. .. Be 120 yds. es = 6 11 

BRICKS i) THERMALITE Lope ARING INSt LATING BLOCKS 

Rt eee ay eae 00 yds. as ee a 8 34 

Full Loads. 4m: ... ae ae 75 yds. wi ane e 10 9 

First Hard Stocks a. sa ate Aw .. peebeooe 11147 0 %|* Sim ... se ees 60 yds. oe eee ‘- iy 3 

Second Hard Stocks ... pia aor eae Ee 4s 1016 O |; 6in. ... oo tee 50 yds. se vee ” 16 1 

Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... cus oe me rs 9 16 | 8in ... — ore 373 yds. a “<6 - oe er 

Mild Stocks... is 816 6 | Yin. ... ose 33 yds. se a 1 4 3% 

All mes free into lorry at the works. The question | ; — BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 
“dl wendy’ still very difficult and prices must |  3in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 

,,b¢ Obtained from job to job. ae lorry-loads ... ee sas : : -— 1,000 33 6 0 

2; in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. | 4 in. . a en 23 aca f 35 14 O 
pth Commons ae eae ae aus a Sis Oo | 5 in. dai... me ida si ee wes . 42 10 0 
ellular do. sis ai a bo a2. es $13 0 | 6 in. Ge... aa a xa ea aa ne 47 17 0O 
Keyed do. aoe ore aa vis ad 3B 0 7 in do. a ‘gis a waa civ Pa 58 8 O 
Rustics are eee eee See eee si 618 0O 8 in do 68 9 O 

Cellular Rustics. Ve aaa 2 aes aor ‘es 618 O | 10°x3”> i” Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per ?. 000 muitiples 56 15 0 

Single Bullnose do. ... ae, re oe re ad 613 0 t. x3 e" do. do. 6410 O 
Sandfaced Pe a 713 0 10" x 4" x3 do. do. . 7100 

~ Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) .. ae “i aT 3-6 ° \ 

0. Bullnose (London Stations) ots as 2719 6 | 

fae Wite Cuts (London Stations) ... + see ” 2414 0 | STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
iGhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) he ce om 10 8 oO | ay, Sa ca a adie cand cal eer ps itaiceai - ve 

Uiteides Whites (London sites) - ’ . | The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 

5 a | delivered London Area. 

Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (L ondon sites) ... pe 714 0 , ? 

2hin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks a ondon Delivered ex a_i W _ sed ee Jer 100 pi 
Ste itions) ‘a ase ase ° 26 6 3 } ver pieces nder pieces 

Jin, do. (London stations) . ~ al ie 31 12 0 : Over 2 tons Under 2 2 tons Under < 0° = 

Fi in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites)... a Be 36 0 O a —, aa 5 10°, ee” hoy 4 aa $30°% 

2) in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facing: ee ae + Bere : r 
"(London a - ee 148 6 Tested Quality... “i 4 374 %- + 1174 Zo +374 % + 130% 

2{ in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London BSS Tested do. ae TATE ot TE. +474 7+ 130% 
Sites) ss 43 ¢ «| : Delivered ex Manufacturers WwW ‘iin 

24 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London : | Best Quality Sad 857 105 / +115% 

‘ sites) a 56 6 0 BSS Best do. ... 10% { P35 °/ 10% +105% +10% +115% 

25 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour r Facings | Tested Quality ... + 4.374% +85%  - +378 %4 105% +37#%+115% 

vps, receive | (London sites) —.. 7 16 1 0 BSS Tested ‘do.... -|474°%+85°2 +447394105% +473%41158 


' 


other thas 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) (i 
e °6.4 F 
3 in. ar a Pipes (in wi n. length nee Delivered London area. fsd 
4 in. se ne ; es om sa ae LA a : 1} in. 4 Horizontal wy Pattern 4 in. deal 
as 2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... as a ose ©=Cach 112 0 
2 ft. Sin. Ott. i sn ae ws see ” 113 6 
DAMP COURSE = + in. X 6 9 J ae cas eae ae ” 114 0 
t. 9in. X Off. 6in..... me ree axe 116 6 
Meat ce ie 2s Fes ea a Se a eee 
or London area ‘ per yd. sup. | 2 it 9 oa . 6 tr 6 * : st i a . 3 it : 
feels Gs OE Rt aS ga mg 9 | 2m fan to gun ope “Pats 2 Smo a 
. 9 6m. OWN: vec AM ae oes a 
+} - ee "4 a — slates ... per 1,000 4 7 : 2. Sin, <6: Gin. ... eee ” Zz 36 
9 in. x9 in. do. a a . . —ss 
18 in. x 43 in. do. do. Mt a AS 6 SUNDRIES 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. 14 19 
9 in. x 43 in. d id Delivered London area. 
$ o. do. ja 7 6 
a 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 5 8 
STONE i in. om (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... 25 me 74 
Bath Stone— in. oO. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... sie a 8 11} 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... ces - 10 3 
St Aldea Box Ground a er 5 0 —_ = ot oe al 
Diliecied an selluan Seocks 0) uth Labuk Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. ; 
B. R. W baartion Saiea” s at South Lambet } in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 . ft. = 
per sq. ft. 2 2 6 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, ee 4 in. Hardboard do. ‘ yas eee 3 2 1 6 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ~ : 8 3 is in. do. do. : soe e 3 2 6 
Portland Stone— fs in. — Flat Building § ‘Sheets +. per yd. sup. 35 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average } in. ‘ . ” el 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Roofing Feit, 1-ply 1 6 
Southern Region 2 8 3} do. 2-ply_... on ae oa 1 9 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. Best Scotch Glue _— oo oe 5 : : 
“ex to site London in 6-ton lots. Creid Cites Pea *** 5g Ib > 6 0 
gene eile” Rubbed, weathered, throated and ateciies aia Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots) .... . per ton 62 10 0 
a ck. a fae ae es ae 210 6 do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) - ee 59 0 0 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated . 119 0 baie Nails, ing —. dl lots) ie nn 2 h . 
12 in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping = 212 0 oe a a as 
14 in. X 6in. do. do. mn 2 T ® 
43 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face 2 2a METALS 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes - per ft. sup. 7 6 STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. Basis Joists— 
thick, edges coped for rendered ‘brickwork perft.cubel 5 9 6in. X S5in., 8in. X S5in., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 12 in. x 6 in. cape cut to pone delivered London 
brickwork sin om bes — Ge 110 6 area see aes . per ton 41 00 
Hard York— Extra for sizes : ; : 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 3in. X Idin. 4in. X 1} in. i 3 10 0 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 3 in. X 3 in. eve “os §: 210 0 
and front ... perft.cube2 8 O 4in. x 3in, 10in. xX 4hin. ... ase ee a 110 0 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. as 2 2 Sin: X Syn, Sen. Xx SMs. sas wes eee ae 115 0 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 fin. x 1} in. ae eee ake aa ose <a Ss 5-0 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup.2 19 3 5in. X 44 in. Tin. X 34in. 13 in. X Sin. ...per ton 15 0 
6in. X 3 in. 24 in. ¥ 74 in. Ree an Sie 20 0 
6in. < 44 in. Tin. X 4in. 8 in. x 4in 1 5 0 
TILES AND PANTILES 9 in. X 4 in. 10 in x 5 in. om 100 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 . = : : 4 10 ra : ; in 12 in x Sin 
Machine-made Pantiles and French — Tiles from RO Se Vea Fahey Ain e78 in 
Lincolnshire district dive sees 29 8 O . ong 5 bag 15 in - > 16 = x 6 - 10 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 5O 9 0 16in. XS in, 18 in 6 ii 18 in. X 7 in, 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 18 in. X Sin. 20 in. X 6% in 20 in. X 7 in. 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 141 6 Siok camden average price 5 : 4215 0 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district ii 13 18 9 Steel ra average price ” 43 15 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. cs ase 110 0 Fabricated work delivered London— cant 
Machine-made Hip ~ Valley tiles do. ... ‘ae sae 1 $ 0 ao 5 
Concrete tiles 10} x 8 16 R.S. Joists cut ae fitted pi 9 4 
do. = Ee (49S)... 19 0 0 ———— ——- : Pe 10 ° 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Compound stanchions __... ia ay Se oe tor 
In Roof Work—Trusses oo a ne cs age et a 
Average prices not for awkward wor 
SLATES Angle cleats and § in., } in. and { in. bolts iia — I 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage London area : --percwt. 4 15 0 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per FERRO-CONCRETE ins 
1,000 actual Mild Steel_Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex ; London 
24 x 65 rs eee * 7 3 Stock } in. diam., —_ — : 42 8 6 
= 11 93 ; } in. diam. ‘ <r ton extra 4 7 0 
20 x 12 88 9 0 fin. = ; . ; 7 
20 x 10 82 7 9 a ; 112 0 
18 x 10 59 12 9 — iat , 
18x 9 So 4A. 6 MILD STEEL TuBES 
16 x 10 a9 1 3 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
16x 8 38 3 8 Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasets’ responsibility. Class A + 74% 
Class B + 184% Light + oe Malleable List—324% + 40% 
Class C + 35} Heavy + 40 
TIMBER Black— | anes 
Softwood— oe & — 2G ° 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £135 Class B — R85, sa ue tHe qs NN Lin 
Carcassing quality . do. = £98 to £102 Class C + 114% apie 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. - £108 0 0 Ci. Mencia GUTTERS 
Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths ¢ 
Mahogany—African S.E. do per ft. cube 1 10 0 Stop 
do. Honduras do. do. ie 5 0 Gutters Nozzles Ends 
Oak European do. do. % 2.5 0 3 in. ses eae ane -- oboe 3:2 if 
do. Japanese do. ied do. te ZA40 0 34 in. ea wea eee oes 3/104 3/5 ‘i 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. eh 417) 6 4 in. ee eee 4/114 3/10 1/4 
Teak 8 in. average S.E.... do. 315 0 4} in. ies oes see see 5/54 4/4 1/7 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. a 15 0 5 in. yes, oH sees” tue 6/1 4/8 1/11 
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METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
£sd C.1.0.G. Gurrters Deli . 
Stop ane Lee area. 
L129 Gutters Nozzle Ends All per doz. tin. in. lim. 1fin. tin. 2im. 
1 13 6 a os ace ae ses y ' / Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
114 9 bi. x oe ace a pH 1/4 head for iron 87/— 128/8 
116 6 it in. Le ae ihe ae: aa8 6/1 4/11 Ht ao hina cocks for iron ... 109/— 158/5 917/6 
: = wey ce | crewdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/-— 363/- 522/6 
290 Sim eee tee ae « 5/8 2/2 do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
211 6 1 Lo F Ranc- -WATER PIPES Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
21 Per yd. in 6-ft. engine Pipe Bends Branches Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
‘ 9 2 in. ee nF ett ie 7/7 3/10 5/7 Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
2 3 6 ag oe vee ve tee bis = ie iron on eS ... 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
2 In. So see Bins ee ve 5/ | ltin. Ifin. 2in. 3in. 3}in. 4in. 
Bie eae 6/4 318 Caps and screws ewe -33/= 40/8 59/6 92/5 118; 10 ai 
. aus ae “a + ae 4 /6 rass sleeves... ee ne 31/11 31/11 Ps 74/1 
L.C.C. Coatrep SoiL Pipes 1} x 6b. 14 x 61b.2 x 71b. 3 X 7 Ib. 
din. ay a Ba se op 8/73 6/8 8/1 Lead P. trap with brass cleaning F 
5 8 2} in. ~ tee te aa ~ 9 0! 7/4 10/1 screws ere “xe 65/5 81/9 130/10 223/6 
: 4 3 in. ve me oy ke ae 10/2 8/1 11/11 Lead S. trap do. 79/- 98/1 160/10 288/10 
11} 34 in. as see a ree wae 11/43 10/1 13/11 
10 3 4in. . — 12/TES 11/3 16/5 Solder s. d. 
IL 5} Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots Plumbers’ . ... oe vee eee we per Ib. 3 8 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February iB 1955 , plus 73° Tinmen’s _... vee oe “es ees oe x 4 5 
ft. 2 and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2 } per cent. Blow pipe... vee ve tee wee tee ” 46 
aca 2 6 L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES f 
3 ; : In 9-fts. Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
up. 3 5 ; cwt. qr. Ib. peryd. Bends _ Branches Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 454d. per Ib. plus gauge 
47 4in, see eee ee DT 27/4 19/3 34/- and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
1 6 6 in. = « 2 °C@ 2 49 51/- 81/9 Extra ? 
1 9 Asnestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS d. d. 
& + °6 6 All less 173 per cent. discount. __ Sin. x 19 gauge aa aSe 123 Total per Ib. 57 
> 20 2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4in. 7m. < 19 ,, nae ia 11} 23 _ 564 
260 Pipes 6-ft. — ... per yd. 3/9 /- 4/10 6/5 1 in. io. aa Kes 95 me in 54} 
62 10 0 Shoes... ... each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 Ijin. =< 18 : ES 544 
59 00 Single Branches _ , me 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 Ih in. x i8,, was ow es — 544 
: 0 9 Bends square or obtuse ~ ee 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 2 in. 17 ae 105 os *” 55¢ 
16 Il Swan Necks 44 in. proj. me 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/11 Rolled Supine ieee: u 
j p to 48 in. wide, basic yen S Ere 
do. 6in. do. ” 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 plus gauge and manufacturing extras”... perton 398 0 0 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. ZINC 
+ nny —— - agles ae : _ 7 a q Li Sheet Zine 2 gauge @ swe : 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 8 11 6 
aur beds a bo 7 yi Hi _ gauge (2° ; G) ” ” a 
4100 MO as lS 3/5 4/1 4/10 ° ee _ . aon 
a a oe 2 
310 0 “<0 : ” . + sa ie rass tubes Dasic price, pilus gauge an pamela 
2100 | AspEstos Hatr- ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS ing extras... i : ae ... per Ib. 2 if 
110 0 | 3 in. 4in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
1150 | Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
3 5 0 Drop ends we ce eel | 2K 25 =s-«-2/8 2/11 4/3 
n 15 0 topends ... sie we 9 /10 11 1/- 1/2 
200 Anges os OOStCi( (Ga LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
150 Nozzles... tees 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
Union Clips eee on 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- or Home Counties. 
did Per ton basi £ «4 
er ton basis . de 
in London Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and saline perton 143 5 0 
s. d. Lead Water Pipe in coils * Se 144 10 0 
10 0 a; a Crown om ey 4S 7 6 Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or —— 2in. to4in. dia... na — : 0 
ild Steel Bars ‘ Sea die 39 16 6 do. over 4 in. dia nt ; xa ‘a 0 
Cus Mild Steel Hoops Se wae ate eee ai oe 41 3 6 Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe , ee rei 146 0 0 
“ he fecchani’s Extras over Basis for quantities under ton. 
43 15 0 a a 5 cwt. and under 1 ton ee ey ee .. =per cwt. 20 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. a es ae es 4 0 
57 10 0 Two-ton lots ” 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £ os. d. lcwt. do. 3cwt. .. oo » 6 0 
63 5 0 
20 is oe ; a Pe re 52 Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced specially. 
> 10 0 24 jt - i 54 R ; Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
85 10 0 26 gauge 57 18 6 weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
+0 Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— extra according to current trade schedule. 
20 gauge... be 59 9 O Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
415 0 24 gauge 62 19 0 ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
26 gauge 68 4 0 
Galvanised flat sheets C.R. and C.A. 
20 gauge es ; me see ye 60 19 O 
42 8 6 24 gauge - ae as es oes Pe 644 9 O PLASTER, etc. 
470 26 gauge 69 14 O 
a FG Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 711 9 
29 6 do. White do. do. an ae 719 6 
112 0 ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS oe ~~ = vee ” : " : 
do ine . : ae a 
. . (Base prices) £ ed. Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads are ae ne a 6 14 6 
discounts: Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... per Ib. es: Hydrated Lime do. SG 2 a 9 517 6 
gs Sheet BS 1470 N 53 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) x 2 43 Lump Lime do. aa s a a. 
" Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... ee 2 6! | White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... ‘a 1017 0 
% + 40 P 
° to apne strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. | Pink on or Parian ‘oads in 1-ton loads aa pe 10 " ; 
) 5 ze 2 4 | Granite Chips in 6-ton loads 3 sad am 2 
Coiled strip for flashing 99. 1% purity 22 SWG (12in. | Hair. percwt. 417 6 
, wide) oe = Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 2 in. thick 600 
o Corrugated sheet BS_ 1470 NS A Utility Circular yds. and overin one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. ? ee? 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SW per sheet | 8 6 1,200 yds. ... 99 2 23 
Corrugated sheet BS i470 NS 3 Ditty Industrial Do. Insulating do. Fi in. thick 600 yds. and over 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG ‘a 113 9 in one delivery. Delivered site ... ? per yd. 2 113 
Stop Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 1,200 yds... pm 2 103 
Ends Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG aes a ft 7 8s Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
At Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding «. perix 2 3 12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
‘AL Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round re 2 23 delivery. Delivered site aaa ae “ » 2 6¢ 
1/4 Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle 2 § 1,200 yds... ” 2 5% 
1/7 Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP | in. diam. round RG , Do. Insulating. do. "3 in. thick 600 ona ‘and over 
1/11 Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1 in. O/D 20 SWG : 3 114 | in one delivery. Delivered site... » eo 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 1} in. O/ D x 20SWG~ Si 38 1,200 yds. ... ae Pa ae ‘a 3°43 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper ses See aes coe 
Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint nee 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) bam 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND Gus 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 


Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘lots in 1 gal tins 


Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. keg 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, | cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) MDs. Ss. 


SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. 


Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... un 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. oneal 

White Lining Paper ... oe Kee 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal G0. 3.5 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 
Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

‘Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal, bottles. free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. 


240z. ,, ” Pa 99 
26 oz. ae > * » %» 


32 oz. 
4 in. Rolled Plate ses 
* in. and } in. Rough Cast . 
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COURSES FOR NORTHERN 
BUILDERS 


Winter Lecture Series 


MPPHE building department of the Sunder- 

land Technical College has arranged 
two special courses for builders during the 
forthcoming winter sessions. 

The first—* Planning the Job”—serves 
as an introduction to the study of contract 
organisation and will be illustrated by films 
and diagrams to show typical contracts such 
as a small housing estate, a large block of 
flats, etc. A period for discussion will be 
available after each lecture—there are six 
in all—and the subjects to be dealt with 
include “The Need for Planning ’—com- 
parison of building costs and output, 
tackling the job, principles and application 
of planning to jobbing alterations and con- 


tracts; “Programming and Progressing ”’— 
simple progress records, assessment of 
labour, plant and material requirements, 


programme and progress charts; “ Organis- 
ing the Job”—function of agent, general 
foreman and site staff, layout of site, admin- 
istration of works, progress, integration of 
sub-contractors, site meetings, variations, 
ordering materials and requisitioning plant, 
efficiency in use of labour, safety and wel- 
fare; “ Builders’ Plant”—types of plant, 
economical use on various types of contract, 
the tower crane; and “ Bonus Schemes ”— 
costing, units of measurement, targets, 
assessment and _ distribution of bonus, 
nature of bonus schemes in efficient job 
organisation. 

The second course, on “Concrete Prac- 
tice,” follows the lines of the City and 
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Per ft. super 
per cwt . > . 4 in. Figured — and samen annees mmanl ins 
: IC — a0 - 
” . 2 9 do. Standard Tints 1 : 
per gal. 2 10: <0 $ 
do. Special Tints ... 
t: 341 0 F 29 
per cw. 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, _ Reedlyte and 
uminating ie : ay 
percwt. 8 18 0 } in. Wired Cast ee 1 
per gal. Ss -2. 710 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 it 
perewt, 75 0 | Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
ome 90 P.B.2 Si X 5} X 3% in. 29 
Pp al 12 0 P.B.3. 7h x 73 x 34 in 42 
perigat. 12 5 P.B.32 7} Xx 7} x < 3$ in 42 
ark Corner Blocks to match ” ile 
” >” 6t y B. ; 
-B. 6 9 
” oa P.B.32 : 6 9 
5 } in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality Per ft. su 
me 2 0 per 
per Ib. 1 6 In plates not exceeding : = = — 3 7 
er pie 0 ” ” ” . . 
sleet : ve ae 45 ft. sup. 5 : 
‘ om os 100 ft. sup. med ne 5 5 6 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
| 112 6 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
pelea 118 0 —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one way or 135 in. 
” both ways . Bee ‘ 8 4 
» : : ; Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto ses ae ae it 43 
Pe 214 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto . 16 0 
ig 210 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
” 200 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
2 112 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
” 114 0 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
” : " : pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
x 1 3 ; Minimum Per ft. su 
se 2 2 ° Description of Glass quantity =. d. 4 
is 118 0 18 oz. sheet O.Q. ss a res eae ews 3,000 4 
DEOL 4 55 Aga ae wae a eos 62,000 
PEO2; 4 + aes cae oa see Pye it 
32 oz. oes ooo by 0} 
Per ft. super + in. Rolled Pilate aes -«« 1,000 hk 
yi: + in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Cut Sizes t Patterns, White te 1,000 1k 
” 1g } in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, ”Reeded, Luminating 
sb 10 and Spotlyte.. 1,000 10 
< i 4 fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 
9 ; in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... : 2,000 11} 
1 0 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 Of 





Guilds of London Institute’s course of 24 
lectures which will be given throughout the 
country in a definite sequence. The syllabus 
includes lectures on materials, proportioning 
and batching, mixing, placing, consolidation 
and processes of manufacture, stripping of 
moulds and curing of concrete, testing and 
inspection, construction joints, formwork, 
reinforcement, operation and maintenance 
of plant, prestressed concrete and precast 
products. 

The fee for the course on 
Job” is 10s. 6d. and that for the course on 
“Concrete Practice” is £1 1s. The head 
of the building department at the Sunder- 
land Technical College is Mr. A. K. Brown, 
BA, ARIBA 


BUILDING EDUCATION 
Details of Courses Available 


DETAILS of courses available in connec- 

tion with architecture, building and 
engineering are contained in prospectuses 
issued recently by various education authori- 
ties in different areas of the country. 

The Middlesex County Council education 
committee have published a prospectus for 
the coming session for the Willesden Tech- 
nical College, Denzil-road, NW10. This 
lists the courses available there as follows :— 

Day courses—full time.—Secondary Tech- 
nical School of Building; Secondary 
Technical School of Engineering; Secondary 
Art School; Senior Courses, School of Art; 
Diploma Course, Architecture and Building 
Department; Structural Engineering Course, 
Architecture and Building Department. 

Day  courses—part time.—Architecture, 
building, building crafts, surveying, struc- 


“ Planning the 


tural, municipal, civil, mechanical, aero- 
nautical, electrical, production engineering, 
General Certificate of Education, art. 

Evening courses.—(a) Courses leading to 
National Certificate examinations and to the 
membership examinations of various institu- 
tions in architecture, building, surveying. 
Structural, civil, sanitary, municipal, elec- 
trical, mechanical, aeronautical and produc- 
tion engineering. (b) Courses in trade sub- 
jects, building crafts, electrical trades, 
mechanical engineering and allied trades. 
(c) Art and crafts courses. 

The autumn term begins on September 19 
and new students are now being enrolled 
Further details can be obtained from the 
Principal of the College. 

A guide to students in the Manchester 
area who are interested in building as a 
career has been prepared by the Manchester 
and District Advisory Council for Further 
Education. It gives information on_ the 
facilities available in the area. 

The guide, together with details of post 
advanced lectures in building and _ civil 
engineering available in the area, can be 
obtained from the chief education officer, 
Education Offices, Deansgate, Manchester, 3. 

The Building Crafts Training School at 
153, Great Titchfield-street, W1 (conducted 
by the Worshipful Company of Carpenters), 
provides courses for apprentices and others 
already engaged in a particular craft who 
wish to obtain a sound knowledge of the 
theory and practice of their craft. These 
courses are also designed to prepare students 
for the examinations of the City and Guilds 
of London Institute. Day and_ evening 
courses are available. Particulars can be 
obtained from the Director of the School. 
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MONOPOLIES 
COMMISSION 


Copper Semi-manufactures: “ Price 
Arrangements Should be Brought to 
End” 


\HE Monopolies Commission’s Report 
ge the Supply and Exports of certain 
semi-Manulactures of Copper and 
Copper-based Alloys was published on 
September 5 and is on sale at HM 
Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, 
wC2, and branches, price 7s. 6d., by post 
7s, 10d. The report covers six main 
wrought forms of copper and copper 
alloys—plate, sheet, strip, rods, wires and 
tubes. These semi-manufactures are sup- 
lied to many industries for further fabri- 
gation or incorporation in other products. 
There are about 140 manufacturers of 
which 70, accounting for more than 75 
per cent. of the total production, belong 
to one or more of 12 trade associations. 
Most of the associations are members of 
the British Non - Ferrous Metals 
Federation. 

The Commission have found that con- 
ditions to which the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Practices (Inquiry and Con- 
trol) Act, 1948, applies prevail as respects 
the supply in the United Kingdom of the 
goods under reference, and as regards 
exports from the United Kingdom, be- 
cause the 70 makers who are members of 
the associations produce more than a 
third of the total supplied, and are parties 
to restrictive practices affecting both the 
home and export trade. 

The principal arrangements found by 
the Commission to restrict competition in 
the home market are minimum price 
agreements and _ certain supporting 
arrangements, including the observance 
of uniform terms and conditions of trad- 
ing and the granting of aggregated 
quantity rebates or “loyalty discounts.” 





As to exports, the Federation and two 
Export Groups are parties to _ the 
“Lausanne Agreement,” an international 
agreement concluded in 1946, which re- 
quires signatory manufacturers to observe 
each other’s home trade prices in each 
other’s domestic markets and (with ex- 
ceptions for certain products) an agreed 
price list in most other markets. There 
are also agreements requiring members 
of the federated associations and the 
export groups to charge common mini- 
mum prices for exports. 


PRINCIPAL RECOMMENDATIONS 


The Commission’s — principal 
clusions and recommendations 
follows : — 


con- 
are as 


(1) The effect of the minimum price 
arrangements is to keep the level of costs 
and prices higher than it would be under 
price competition. The Commission con- 
sider that arrangements for fixing com- 
mon minimum prices in this industry are, 
and may be expected to be, against the 
public interest and should, therefore, be 
abrogated. 

(2) Many of the other common trading 
arrangements are ancillary to the com- 
mon minimum price system, which the 
Commission find to be against the public 
interest, and should therefore also be dis- 
continued. The Commission emphasize 
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that it is the agreement among a number 
of manufacturers which they find to be 
against the public interest; they express 
no opinion about the policy which 
individual manufacturers might find it 
expedient to pursue independently. 

(3) The Commission consider that both 
the loyalty and aggregated quantity re- 
bates impede access to the market by 
independent producers and that these 
arrangements should be brought to an 
end. 

(4) The Commission consider that the 
international arrangements should be 
looked at primarily for their effect on 
home prices since the industry’s contri- 
bution to the balance of payments arises 
mainly from its position as supplier to a 
great variety of export industries. The 
intention and effect of the arrangements 
has been, and is likely to be, to keep home 
prices up; and this outweighs any possible 
advantage they may have for direct ex- 
ports. United Kingdom manufacturers 
should, therefore, withdraw from the 
arrangements. 

(5) There is no clear evidence as to the 
effect of the agreements between United 
Kingdom manufacturers themselves on 
minimum prices for exports. But if these 
arrangements are not abandoned as a 
result of the abolition of common mini- 
mum prices in the home market, the 
Commission consider that their effect 
should be further examined in two or 
three years’ time. 

FEDERATION’S COMMENT 

The’ British Non-Ferrous Metals 
Federation, replying on September 5 to 
the report, said that there were no private 
trade courts, no stop lists, no collective 
boycott, no retail price maintenance and 
no quota. “The inquiry did not result 
from any complaint from customers or 
suppliers. The report states specifically: 
“Customers are not in general critical 
either of the price agreements or the level 
of prices.’ ” 

SUBJECTS IN HAND 

The subjects at present being investi- 
gated by the Commission are the supply 
of: Hard Fibre Cordage; Linoleum; 
Sand and Gravel in Central Scotland; 
certain Industrial Medical Gases; Stand- 
ard Metal Windows and Doors; Certain 
Rubber Footwear; Electronic Valves and 
Cathode Ray Tubes; Equipment for 
Electric Street Lighting; Steel Frames for 
Buildings; and the Supply and Export of 
Electrical and Allied Machinery and 
Plant. 

The Commission are expected to report 
on at least two of these nine subjects 
by the end of this year. 


CHARGES FOR WATER 


With reference to the Metropolitan Water 
Board’s application to the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government for an order 
authorising certain increases in the Board’s 
prescribed charges for metered supplies of 
water, the LMBA’s “ Information Service ” 
states that notification has now been received 
that the Minister has made a new order 
under Defence Regulation 98 (The Water 
Charges Orders Amendment Order, 1955) 
which extends to March 31, 1957, the re- 
vised charges which would otherwise have 
lapsed on March 31, 1956. 
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ACCIDENT PREVENTION 
“ Safety Week” Conference 


MPHE Minister ef Labour, Sir Walter 

Monckton, and three leading indus- 
trialists, will speak at Guildhall on October 
28 on,the urgent necessity to reduce the 
number of accidents occurring in British 
industry. The occasion is a one-day con- 
ference to be opened by the Lord Mayor of 
London. 


Sir Ewart Smith, deputy chairman of ICI, 
Ltd., and chairman of the British Produc- 
tivity Council, will speak on Accident Pre- 
vention and Productivity; Mr. A. E Amor, 
deputy managing director of Kodak, Ltd., 
on Accident Prevention and Man-power; 
and Mr. P. E. Trench, managing director of 
Bovis, Ltd., on Accident Prevention and 
Efficiency, with particular reference to the 
building industry. At the close of the con- 
ference the papers will be summed up by 
Mr. H. R. Payne, chairman of the national 
executive committee of the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents. 


STARTING “SAFETY HABITS” 


The conference is the principal event of 
National Industrial Safety Week, during 
which a campaign for safer working in 
British industry is being launched. 

The object of the campaign is to encour- 
age all workers, but particularly young 
workers, to “start a safety habit to-day,” 
and to remember that “safety habits last a 
lifetime” During the launching week it is 
hoped to introduce these two slogans into 
every factory, large or small, throughout 
the United Kingdom. The campaign also 
sets out to bring into the voluntary safety 
movement a great number of the smaller 
industrial concerns which at present have 
little or no safety organisation in their 
factories. 

The conference is open to anyone inter- 
ested in industrial accident prevention. 
Admission is by ticket only. These may 
be obtained from the hon. treasurer, Mr. H. 
Meanley, North Thames Gas Board, Kings- 
road, Fulham, SW6, at 10s. 6d. each. 


BONUS PAYMENTS 
Operatives’ Application 
THE MANCHESTER branch of the National 
Federation of Building Trade Operatives 
has made application to Manchester City 
Council for incentive payments to be made 
to building maintenance workers employed 
in Manchester Corporation’s various depart- 
ments. Representatives of the unions in 
the Federation are to meet the city council’s 
Labour Group to state their case. 


Mr. T. COUGHLIN, secretary of the Man- 
chester branch of the Federation, says: 
“The maintenance operatives employed by 
the corporation work a 44-hour week, are 
paid a flat rate and, unlike other building 
workers, do not have the opportunity of 
earning anything extra. 

“We have instances which show that their 
productive effort has increased and we feel 
they should get some benefit. 

“We have put forward our case for an 
incentive bonus to some of the corporation 
departments, but without success. Now we 
are applying to the council as a whole. At 
least 1,500 men are concerned.” 


K 
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THE BAD TENANT 
How to Deal with Him 


AYS of dealing with the unsatisfactory 
tenant or housing applicant—people 
who get behind with the rent, neglect the 
house or garden, or are a nuisance to their 
neighbours—are described in a_ report * 
published on September 6, of the Housing 
Management Sub-Committee of the Central 
Housing Advisory Committee. The Com- 
mittee urge that for the sake of the children 
very great efforts should be made to preserve 
the family as a unit, in conditions in which 
a decent standard of family life can be 
achieved. Eviction should be regarded as a 
stage in the treatment of a family; and 
where a local authority are obliged to evict 
a family they should do so with a view to 
rehousing them ultimately. To this end 
the Committee recommend: 


(1) Housing authorities should have 
some houses of a standard intermediate 
between the new houses and the poorest 
dwellings for families whose standards 
make them unacceptable to other land- 
lords. 


(2) Rehabilitation services, including 
help in home management, should be 
used to prevent the break-up of families 
through eviction, and to foster their re- 
establishment in the community if evicted. 


THE INCOMPETENT TENANT 


The most difficult problem of all is pre- 
sented by those tenants who show incom- 
petence in managing their own affairs, state 
the Committee, adding that such families 
are also frequently unsatisfactory tenants on 
other grounds as well as failure to pay rent. 
“We are convinced that time spent by 
skilled staff in work which may avoid loss to 
the council and subsequent heavy cost to 
the community generally is wholly desirable 
expenditure,” state the Committee. “We 
are not unmindful of the fact that the salary 
of a qualified worker may be less than the 
cost of keeping two children in a local 
authority home for a year.” 

They recommend, therefore, that housing 
authorities should ensure that at least one 
member of their staff is qualified by train- 
ing and vocation to tackle the complex pro- 
blem presented by difficult tenants, and that 
the work is so organised that they have time 
to use their skill to the best effect. 


POOL OF CHEAP OLDER HOUSES 


Authorities which do not already possess 
a pool of houses, intermediate in standard 
between new and up-to-date houses and 
those unfit for habitation, might consider 
acquiring older houses which can often be 
bought cheaply. These have the advantage 
that they not only can be let at low rents, 
but do not require of the new tenant a 
standard of living so much in advance of his 
existing standard as to make him despair of 
attaining it. Some authorities with relatively 
large slum-clearance problems may find that 
a limited opportunity for providing inter- 
mediate accommodation will be presented 
through any unfit houses they may retain 
for temporary accommodation, and there 





* Unsatisfactory Tenants. Sixth Report of the 
Housing Management Sub-Committee of the Central 
Housing Advisory Committee. HM Stationery Office, 
price Is, 9d. 
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will also be cases in which property owned 
by some of the older housing associations 
and trusts might supplement the provision 
made by local authorities for families need- 
ing intermediate accommodation, 

The Committee say that the cost of pro- 
viding a family with a house and subse- 
quently keeping them in it, is much less than 
the expense incurred in keeping them in 
temporary accommodation under the 
National Assistance Act or children in a 
children’s home. 


MULTI-STOREY HOUSING AT 
LIVERPOOL 


New Schemes Proposed 


LIVERPOOL CORPORATION housing com- 
mittee is proceeding with its policy of build- 
ing multi-storey blocks of flats in view of 
the serious shortage of building land within 
the city boundaries. 

It has just asked the City Architect and 
Housing Director, Dr. Ronald Bradbury, 
FRIBA, to prepare plans and invite tenders 
for the erection of ten multi-storey. tower 
blocks on the Kirkby estate where there are 
so many industrial works demanding a con- 
siderable amount of labour. 


Other blocks are proposed in other parts 
of the city in order to enable the com- 
mittee to accommodate residents who are 
displaced from condemned properties and 
who desire accommodation within a reason- 
able distance from the place of their 
employment. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


PLASTERERS’ DINNER-DANCE 


The National Federation of Plastering 
Contractors are to hold a dinner-dance at 
the University Arms Hotel, Cambridge, op 
Friday, September 23. Among the guests 
will be Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, Flop 
President of the National Federation o 
Building Trades Employers . 


BRITISH STANDARD 


The British Standards Institution haye 
issued a British Standard for pallets fo; 
materials handling, suitable for transport 
by road and rail (BS 2629:1955),. 


NEW APPOINTMENT 

The Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has announced that the 
position of Secretary of the Federation, 
vacant since the death of Mr. Evan |, 
Evans, has now been filled by the appoint. 
ment of Mr. T. S. Riches, for the past 8} 
years an Area Secretary with the LMBA, 


PRODUCTION REPORT 


A report based on the Census of Produc- 
tion, 1951, dealing with “ Local Authorities 
(Building and Civil Engineering) (Volume 
12, Trade B), has been published by the 
Board of Trade, and can be obtained from 
the Stationery Office, price Is. 6d. 


VOLUNTARY WORKERS 


Two building trade apprentices have left 
York to assist in the rebuilding of 
Niuwerkerk, a small village in Holland 
which was devastated during the 1953 
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floods. 


Pullan, apprentice bricklayer. 


PREVENTION OF CORROSION 


A symposium on the protection of cable- | 


sheathing against corrosion is being arranged 
by the Corrosion Group of the Society of 
Chemical Industry to take place on Novem- 
ber 18 next at the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, Savoy-place, London, WC2. Five 
papers will be presented and discussed. 


HOUSEHOLD BOOKS SERIES 


The “ Daily Mail” has published the first 
of a new series of household books. It is 
entitled ‘“ Buying or Selling Your House” 
and the subjects it deals with include:— 
Your house and its location, the woman's 
viewpoint, the contract and legal matters, 
legal and other costs, raising a loan, income 
tax and repairs allowances. It is priced at 
2s. 6d. 


FCEC HANDBOOK 


The Federation of Civil Engineering 
Contractors have published a handbook in 
which are contained the names and addresses 
of its 660 Members (both alphabetically 
and by the area sections) and all the main 
Federation documents. These include the 
Working Rule Agreement of the Civil 
Engineering Construction Conciliation 
Board for Great Britain, Holidays with Pay 
Agreements, ICE Conditions of Contract, 
and the Federation Dayworks Schedules. 
The price of the handbook is 10s. and copies 
can be obtained from the Federation at 
Romney House, Tufton-street, SW1. 


Members of the United Nations | 
International Voluntary Work Camp, they | 
are Peter Knox, apprentice joiner, and Derek 
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AFGHANISTAN.—A large cement fac- 
wry is to be built at Jebel-us-Seraj in 
Afghanistan. Its planned output is stated 
to be 100 tons of cement every 24 hours. 
The Techno-Export Company of Czechoslo- 
yakia is known to have entered into some 
form of agreement regarding the construc- 
tion of the plant... . The Japanese firm of 
Marobini is to set up a chinaware factory 
at Qunduz. Other Japanese firms are at 
resent negotiating to have factories erected 
in Kabul for the manufacture of glass, paper, 
and matches. . . . A recent announcement 
sates that an oil factory is to be built at 
Baghlan for the manufacture of soap. The 
Afghan Development Board is still discuss- 
ing this plant and further news is awaited. 
A modern radio station is to be erected in 
Kabul for a radio-telephone link between 
Kabul and Paris-London. 

BAHAMAS.—The Government is to con- 
struct new terminal buildings at Windsor 
Field, Nassau, to replace the existing civil 
airfield at Oakes. Architects are Norman 
and Dawbarn, of London and Jamaica. 


BRITISH GUIANA.—J. and A. Ber- 
mudez plan to build a $}m. biscuit factory 
in Georgetown. . . . The Government have 
given top priority to the construction of a 
new $12m. hospital, and a further scheme to 
spend $33m. on cottage hospitals and com- 
munity clinics has been approved. Archi- 
tects have not yet been appointed. 
KENYA.—The Municipal Board of 
Eldoret, Kenya, the rapidly expanding 
European farming centre in the Upper Rift 
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Valley province, propose to build 77 houses 
and 66 flats in the next 18 months. Another 
indication of the Board’s interest in African 
welfare is the fact that considerable exten- 
sions to the African Social Centre are being 


planned. They include provision for a 
library, games rooms, and _ bar. East 
African Industries, Ltd., are to spend 


£500,000 on the erection of a soap-making 
factory. The same company is having a 
margarine factory built in Nairobi at a cost 
of £120,000. 

*RHODESIA AND NYASALAND.— 
Four-Year Plans for the Federation and 
Southern Rhodesia: The Federal Develop- 
ment Plan, which revises a plan produced 
in 1954, provides for a total capital expendi- 
ture (excluding Kariba) of £63m. for the 
years 1955-1959. Of this, £35m., is for rail- 
way development, £9m. for electrical 
development, including a new thermal power 
Station at Umtali, and the extension of 
distribution lines; £14m. is to be spent on 
hospitals, schools, post offices and similar 
buildings and to complete the new Salisbury 
airport. A new airport is to be built at 
Bulawayo and the facilities at Chileka, the 
Nyasaland Airport, are to be improved. 
Policy is to continue to concentrate on the 
development of transport, power and com- 
munications..... The new Southern 
Rhodesia Four-Year Development Plan pro- 
Vides for expenditure of just over £29m., 
mainly on housing, roads, bridges and water 
supplies. 

Kariba Project: Preliminary contracts 
amounting to £14m. have been awarded to 


— _ 


* 
fi From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
‘Ormation Service. 
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the Cementation Company for work to be 
carried out during the present dry season. 
This work, to enable the Zambesi to be 
diverted, consists of the excavation of a 
diversion channel, the construction of tunnels 
and of two coffer dams. (Further details of 
future tendering procedure will be found in 
the next column.) 

Shire Valley Project: The Government 
accepted a motion in the Federal Assembly 
that provision should be made for the early 
start of work on the first stage of this project. 
Total estimated cost is £78m., but the cost 
of the first phase alone is said to be only 
£44m. The Government accepted the motion 
on the understanding that funds would have 
to be found from outside the ordinary loan 
vote. The scheme provides for stabilising 
the level of the lake to assist navigation, a 
hydro-electric scheme and irrigation. 

Under the new trade agreement between 
the Union of South Africa and the Federa- 
tion, the competitive position of the United 
Kingdom has been generally improved 
vis-a-vis the Union of South Africa, her 
chief competitor in the Federal market. The 
advantages conferred on local industry by 
these changes vary in degree from one sec- 
tion to another, but overall the result is 
generally favourable, particularly to those 
industries based on local raw materials. It 
is known that several industries are planning 
extensions to their existing capacity, includ- 
ing the spinning and weaving section of 
the textile industry. A company is in pro- 
cess of being formed to establish a factory 
for the production of household utensils of 
enamelware. The setting up of other new 
industries is also being actively considered. 

In general, therefore, the new Tariff and 
the Trade Agreements are considered to have 
combined to give a fillip to local industry, 
which looks forward to a period of expan- 
sion. The introduction of the new agree- 
ments also brings new and increased oppor- 
tumities for the UK exporters to Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland. At the same time the 
market has been widened to foreign com- 
petition by relaxations in import control. 
These changes will inevitably alter the 
pattern of the Federation’s import trade, 
and UK _ firms~ should make themselves 
familiar with the changes affecting the 
classes of goods in which they are interested 
with a view to taking advantage of the new 
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opportunities which may be open to them. 


SWEDEN.—Work on what is claimed to 
be the world’s largest underground steam 
power plant is to begin shortly near Sten- 
ungsund in south-west Sweden. The new 
power plant which will cost about £20m. is 
being built by the State Power Board to 
whom all trade inquiries should be directed. 
. . . The Malmo municipal authorities have 
made a grant of over £1m. towards the con- 
struction of an oil harbour at Lomma Bay 
near Malmo Port. . . . The Stockholm and 
Municipal Estates Office proposes to have 
four new hotels built in Stockholm area 
providing in all nearly 700 rooms. There is 
a great lack of hotel space in Stockholm, and 


it is believed that more hotels will be 
required. 
KARIBA DAM CONTRACT 

*The Federal Hydro-Electric Board, 


Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
have issued a preliminary statement for the 
use of firms proposing to tender for the 
temporary housing and associated works in 
connection with the Kariba hydro-electric 
scheme. 

In this preliminary statement it is stated 
that tenders are to be invited for the camp 
contract (Contract No. C3). The documents 
are in the course of preparation and it is 
hoped they will be ready by early Septem- 
ber for issue to approved contractors of 
established reputation who have successfully 
completed works in Africa of comparable 
magnitude and type to those included in 
the contract. 

The work to be carried out under this 
contract includes: (a) The construction of 
roads; (b) the provision of water supply; 
(c) the provision of suitable soil drainage 
to all building sites; (d) the construction 
of a temporary diesel power station and 
overhead electrical distribution cables; (e) 
terrace excavation over parts of the area 
to provide suitable sites for house-building; 
(f) the construction of houses for European 
and African workers, for which sketch plans 
will be provided and in respect of which 
the contractor will be required to produce 
his own working drawings and details for 
the approval of the engineer; (g) the con- 
struction of a small group hospital; (h) 
the construction of primary schools for 130 
European and 500 African children; (i) the 
construction of a European community 
centre; (j) the construction of other ancillary 
buildings, including shops and beer halls 
in the African area and churches for both 
areas. 

Details are given of the roads to be pro- 
vided and the requirements for water supply, 
the number and types of houses required 
(both for European and African housing), 
and mention is made that a small propor- 
tion of housing will be in prefabricated 
construction for quick occupation and pos- 
sible ultimate recovery. 

The general conditions are based on those 
commonly known as the ICE Conditions 
of Contract (4th Edition) prepared by the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, 1, Great 
George-street, SW1, jointly with the Asso- 
ciation of Consulting Engineers and the 
Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors 
of Great Britain. 

Tenderers will be required to submit :—{i) 
Before the middle of September, 1955: (a) 
Evidence of tenderer’s resources and ability 
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to carry out satisfactorily a contract of the 
nature described herein; (b) details of past 
achievements on comparable major works, 
particularly in Africa. (ii) With their formal 
tenders {inter alia): (a) Details of the ten- 
derer’s proposed programme of work, 
including particulars of his plant, construc- 
tion methods and transportation arrange- 
ments to enable the contract to be completed 
by the required date; (b) details of how 
derer’s proposes programme of work, 
sufficient labour, skilled and unskilled, in- 
cluding technical supervision and _ total 
numbers likely to be employed at the peak 
of the work and the rate at which the labour 
force will be built up; (c) details of any 
expenditure that: the contractor will incur 
as part of the actual cost of the work, in 
currencies other than Rhodesian currency. 

The consultants to the Federal Hydro- 
Electric Board for the Kariba Scheme are 
Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners, A. Coyne 
and J. Bellier and Societe Generale d’Ex- 
ploitations Industrielles. All correspondence 
arising from this preliminary statement 
should be addressed to: Messrs. Gibb, 
Coyae and Sogie, c/o Sir Alexander Gibb 
and Partners, Dolphin House, Moffat-street, 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. 

A copy of the preliminary statement can 
be inspected in Room 805, Export Services 
Branch, BoT, Lacon House, Theobald’s- 
road, WC1, and a copy is available for loan 
to UK firms in order of receipt of applica- 
tions. Copies can also be obtained from 
Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners, Queen 
Anne’s Lodge, SW1. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 738 or 771, Quoting ref. ESB/18747/55. 


CEMENT GRINDING BALLS 


*North Australian Cement, Ltd., Towns- 
ville, Queeasland, Australia, urgently require 
quotations from the United Kingdom for 
supplies of grinding balls for the manufac- 
ture of cement. The sizes of the balls 
required are 1} in. and 2 in., and the quanti- 
ties required are approximately 5 tons a 
month of the smaller size and 2 tons a 
moath of the 2-in. size. They would be 
prepared to take shipments on a three- or 
four-monthly basis. The manager of the 
Queensland firm says that he would be 
prepared to pay well above £A54 a ton 
for balls of a special analysis make-up 
according to their life. 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write direct to North Australian Cement, 
Ltd., with quotations and full details of 
their offers. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/18174/55. 


STEEL WINDOWS FOR NAIROBI 


*The following is an extract from the 
East African Standard dated August 20, 
1955: ““ Kenya Government: Tenders, Minis- 
try of Local Government, Health and 
Housing, Nairobi African Housing Project, 
Steel Windows. Tenders are invited for the 
supply of 4,488 standard metal windows 
complying with BSS 990 of 1945 and subse- 
quent amendments. 

“Tender documents with detailed specifi- 
cation showing quantities of different types 
and fittings may be obtained from the 
Office of the Secretary, Nairobi African 
Housing Project, Room No. 203, Central 
Government Building, PO Box 3004, 
Nairobi. 
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“Sealed tenders, marked outwardly 
“Tender for Steel Windows,’ must be 
deposited with the Secretary to the Nairobi 
African Housing Project before 12 noon on 
Monday, September 19, 1955, when they 
will be opened in public.” 

Tender documents are not yet available 
in the Export Services Branch, but they 
hope to receive a copy which will be avail- 
able for loan to UK firms in order of receipt 
of applications. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref. ESB/18471/55. 


UK BARRACKS FOR ITALY 


A British firm has been awarded a 
£145,000 contract for prefabricated barrack 
buildings and bungalows for the Italian 
Government. The contract has been placed 
by the Italian Air Ministry with Maycrete, 
Ltd., Parliament Mansions, Abbey Orchard- 
street, SW1, and delivery will start at the 
end of September. 

The contract includes: Ten troop barracks 
each accommodating 70 troops; 15 barracks 
for officers and NCOs; eight messing quar- 
ters; four clubrooms and canteens. All these 
are of the Maylin prefabricated demountable 
construction type and will go to Italy com- 
plete with prefabricated plumbing units and 
prefabricated electric harness systems. 

In addition, the contract includes 20 
Shipston aluminium prefabricated bungalows 
for senior air force personnel. 

World selling rights in Shipston bunga- 
lows were receatly acquired by Maycrete, 
Ltd., who also hold all the patent rights 
in Maylin constructions. The Shipston 
buildings ordered by Italy are three-bed- 
roomed bungalows similar in type to those 
now being erected for the British Admiralty 
at Trincomalee naval base, Ceylon. 

The total area of the buildings ordered 
by Italy is 12,000 sq. metres. The Maylin 
demountable buildings will be deployed 
where required and the Shipston bungalows 
will be erected at Ostia, outside Rome. 











Cold-Applied Bitumen 
Damp-Proof Membranes 
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For many years Tretol Ltd. have been among the 
foremost suppliers of cold-applied bitumen damp- 
proof membrane treatments for solid concrete 
floor construction. Their recommended technique 
consists of one application of Treto! Bituminous 
Solution No. 202T (thin) followed by one appli- 
cation of Tretol Bituminous Solution No. 200T 
(thick). This system provides a perfectly moisture 
and moisture vapour-proof film, requiring no 
special skill in application. The materials are 
supplied ready for use, no pre-heating being 
necessary. 


Hundreds of thousands of houses have been 
built incorporating the Tretol cold-applied bitu- 
minous damp-proof course treatment in solid 
concrete floors, and it is specified by most of the 
leading housing authorities and _ architects 
throughout, the country. The diagram shows a 
typical example of the method by which this 
treatment is incorporated in floor construction. 





°° 
> 








Detailed specifications can be obtained from: 


TRETOL LTD., 
Bituminous Section, Tretol House, 
The Hyde, London, N.W.9. 
Telephone : Colindale 7223 (10 lines) 
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TRADE WAGES 
LLOWING re rates of 3 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. ‘ 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 35, 54d, 

For apprentices, the rates are: 








Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. hours, 

% ¢ 
Ist 25 44 . 
2nd 334 58 8 
3rd 50 88 0 
4th 664 117 4 
Sth 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d, 


probationary period) < 2 oe 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ne 











£3m. Tay Road Bridge 

PPPHE construction of a Tay road bridge 
at Dundee at a cost of not more than 

£3m. was discussed on August 29 at a meet- 
ing of local authority representatives in 
Dundee. Previous estimates of the cost of 
spanning the river at Dundee have been 
between £7m. and £10m. 
The site suggested for the bridge is east of 
East Newport on the Fife side of the river, 
and to the east of King William IV Dock 
at Dundee harbour. The greater area of the 
dock was filled in some years ago and 
recently Dundee Harbour Board decided to 
fill in the remaining area. The suggested 
bridge would link up with Dock-street, Dun- 
dee, which is part of the East-West by-pass 





running close to the city centre. 

The Lord Provost of Dundee, Mr. 
WILLIAM HuGues, said after the meeting at 
which the Angus and Fife County Councils 
and Dundee Town Council were represented, 
that it was agreed to recommend to these 
councils to agree in principle to co-operate 
in the promotion of a road bridge and that 
thereafter the financial officers of the three 
local authorities should discuss the basis on 
which the local authorities’ share of the cost 
would be apportioned. Replying to ques- 
tions, the Lord Provost stated that the ques- 
tion of a tube crossing, which was suggested 
several months ago, had not been con- 
sidered. ‘It appears that engineering diffi- 
culties discount the possibility of a tube 
crossing of the Tay and that a bridge is the 
most practical form of crossing,” he said. 

“The local authority representatives were 
favourably impressed by the proposal before 
us, providing, as such a bridge would, imme- 
diate access to the centre of Dundee and at 
the same time bringing through traffic on to 
the Dock-street by-pass to proceed either 
east or west.” 

Mr. Hughes said that it was not expected 
that the Ministry of Transport would treat 
a Tay crossing in any different way from 
a Forth crossing so far as financing was 
concerned. It was contemplated that the 
Government would give a substantial grant, 
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and that local authorities promoting the 
crossing would make contributions to the 
cost. ile 

He expressed the opinion that the fact 
that the estimated cost was below £3m.— 
much less than any figure previously stated 
_hrought the prospect of a Tay road bridge 
fom the distant to the near future. 


New NCB Brickworks 

AN IMPORTANT ADDITION to the supplies of 
terracotta facing bricks in Scotland is now 
gvailable from a new brickworks built by 
the National Coal Board near Blantyre- 
ferme Colliery, Uddingston, Lanarkshire. 
Production began on September 5 on a small 
scale and will build up gradually to the full 
rate capacity of 100,000 bricks a week. 

The raw material comes from a new 
shallow surface mine alongside, where there 
isa seam of red laminated shale 8 to 10 ft. 
thick. The area is estimated to contain 
enough of this shale to last for 75 years at 
the planned rate of production of 100 tons 
a day. 

The brickworks have been designed on 
fabour-saving lines. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Barrhead.—Buteshire & Renfrewshire Councils have 
a scheme under joint consideration, and partly 
approved. for the reconstruction of the former 
municipal buildings with additions and alterations to 
serve as new county police buildings. 


Forfarshire.—-Plans have been approved for the 
Jute Industries, Ltd., Dundee, for new extensions 
development of their Douglasfield Works. Engineers 
and Architects, Sir Alexander Gibb & Ptnrs., 43, 


Northumberland-st., Westend, Edinburgh. 
Glasgow.—-Pians have been approved for Paterson, 


Sons & Co., Ltd., West George-st., for additions 
and alterations, etc., at 146 to 152, Buchanan-st. 
Architect: W. Murdoch Macmenan, 8, Indiasst., St. 


Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared for the University Court 
of the University of Glasgow, for alterations and 
additions at Park-circus, have been approved. Archi- 


Vincent-st., 





tect: Alexander Wright (F), 110, Blythswood-st., 
Glasgow 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Associated 
British Cinemas, Ltd., Golden-sq., London, have 
been approved for alterations and additions at 
Armadale-st., Dennistoun, and also at ** Bankhall.’’ 
Architect: C. J. Foster, 50, Beak-st., WC4. 
Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for 


MacCullum & Craigie, Ltd., manufacturers, Wellshot- 
td., for extensions, alterations and additions to their 
knitwear and blanket factory. Architects: *John 
Laird & Son, (F&A), St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

_Glasgow.—Plans are in hand which are being con- 
sidered by the corporation fo. a scheme of recon- 
struction, additions and alterations, by J. M. Car- 


ruthers & Co., Ltd., proposed to be carried out at 
26 to 40, Polmadie-rd., and 7-9, Hamilton-st., 
Gushotfaulds. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for new types of 


houses which are to be erected as the fourth develop- 


ment of the Easterhouse housing site. Architect: 
Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, Glasgow 
Cross, Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Pians have been approved for the 
archdiocese of Motherwell-Wishaw, for new Catholic 
Church and Presbytery at Inzieval-ter., Carmyle. 
Architects: Gillespie, Kidd & Coia (F&A), Welling- 
ton-chbrs.. Waterloo-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for the 
Corporation of Lanark’s latest development of the 
Braxfield housing site consisting of 16 houses, etc. 
Architect: John M. Whyte (F), 38, High-st., Lanark. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for Messrs. 
William R. Bayne, Ltd., Carmel-view, Kilmaurs, 
Ayrshire, for new commercial garage, filling station, 
and workshops at Telford-rd., East Kilbride. Archi- 
tect!’ Frank Donaghy (F), 36, Willowbank-st., 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for new 
office buildings, also storage buildings at the North 
Station site, Strathhaven, for William Kirkland & 
Son, Ltd., Hamilton-rd. Architect: James Frew (F), 
Craigielea, Chapelton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared by their 
own staff architects for new house, weighbridge, 
gatehouse, etc., at their gasworks, for the Scottish 
Gas Board, Gas Offices, Uddingston. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for new workshop 
buildings for Messrs. James K. Allan, at selected 
site at Newarkhill. Architect: David A. Court, 233, 
fain-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Plans are to be prepared for 
& Civic centre, with offices for all corporation depart- 
ments, and municipal chambers (to be erected at an 
est. cost of £350,000). Council A: James Bisset 
Smith (F), Municipal Offices, The Cross, Motherwell- 
Wishaw, 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person trom 
whom particulars may be obtained. i 


BUILDING 

SEPTEMBER 13. 
*jEast Suffolk CC.—Erection of (1) police house 
at Stonham Aspal; (2) 3 police houses at Eye. 
County A, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. each project. Ten- 


ders by Oct. 4 
SEPTEMBER 14. 
*}Bedford TC.—20 bungalows at 
Putnoe estate. BE&S, Newnham House, 
Dep. £3 3s. 


Queen’s-dr., 
Horne-la. 


*+Birmingham City C.—133 dwellings at Bell 
Holloway estate, Northfield. Contract 537. City A, 
Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Oct. 12. 

*+Gloucs. CC.—Erection of Local Taxation Office, 
Montpellier, Gloucester. County A, Shire Hall. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 15. 
*+Birmingham City C.—Branch bank premises, in- 


cluding flat, at 2144, Coventry-rd., Sheldon. City A, 

Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Oct. 7. 
*+Surrey CC.—New County Sec. Sch. at North 

Tadworth, Banstead. County A, County Hall, 


Kingston-upon-Thames. 
SEPTEMBER 19. 

*+Bucks CC.—Branch library, Beaconsfield County 
Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by October 10. 
*+Gateshead CB.—(1) 208 houses at Lobley Hill 
(2) 78 houses at Causeway estate; (3) 141 

Leam-la. estate (Felling); (4) 120 houses at 

(Lobley Hill). BS. Swinburne-st 


A, 





estate; 
houses at 
Hill Head estate 
Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by November 10. 

*Gateshead CB.—Branch library at Wrekenton. BS, 
Swinburne-st. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by Novem- 
Der 3. 

*+Gateshead CB.—Public 
cemetery, BS. Swinburne-st, 
by November 9. _ 


Saltwell 
Tenders 


conveniences at 
Dep. £5 5s. 











HEAD OFFICE ; 
4 CARLTON GARDENS, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
Telephone: TRAfalgar 5600 


Principal Branches and Stock Depots: 


BELFAST aes aa Belfast 58643 
BIRMINGHAM, 1 _... Midland 1042-3-4 
BRIGHTON, 1 ... oo Brighton 23739 
BRISTOL, 8... on Bristol 33889 
GLASGOW, C.2 Douglas 3281-2 
LEEDS, " Pes cue Leeds 24377 
LIVERPOOL, 20 Liverpool, Bootle 2121 
MANCHESTER, 3 Blackfriars 380c 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 1 Newcastle-on-Tyne 21919 
SOUTHAMPTON Southampton 23648 


ESTABLISHED 1834 


SEPTEMBER 26. 
*Durham CC.—Erection of family group home at 


Seaham Whinkham; 3 police houses at Tudhoe; 1 


police house with office at Kibblesworth. County A, 
South-st. 
*+Portsmouth City C.—100 houses, West Leigh 
(Site 2). City A, 1, Western-parade. Dep. £1. 
SEPTEMBER 28. 
*East Riding CC.—Three houses on a site at 
Burlington House, Bridlington. County A, County 


Dep. £2. (Amended advertisement.) 
SEPTEMBER 29. 

*Mersey River Bd.—Workshops, etc., ‘‘ Mirwell,”’ 
Carrington-la., Sale. Leach Rhodes and Walker, 


Hall, Beverley. 


arehitects, 90, Deansgate, Manchester, 3. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wrexham BC.—Alterations and extensions to 

public abattoir. BE, 31, Chester-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 30. 

Tyldesley UDC.—Erection of 4 blocks of 4 flats 
at Shakerley estate, E&S, P.O. Box No. 7, Town 
Hall, Tyldesley. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 1. 


*Lincoln (Parts of Kesteven) CC.—Traditional class- 
room with connected covered way and alterations to 
existing school at Kirkby-le-Thorpe C of E Sch. 
(Controlled.) County A, County Offices. Sleaford. 

OCTOBER 3. 

*Staines UDC.—Two blocks of flats at 

estate. C, Elmsleigh, 73, High-st. Dep. £2 
OCTOBER 7. 

*Luton TC.—135 houses and 16 flats at 

estate. BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 8 | 

*Epping UDC.—Erection of traditional and non- 
traditional workshops and mess rooms, asbestos 
garages, layimg of r.c. yard, installation of petrol tank 
and pump on site off High-st. C, Council Offices, 
91, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Saffron Walden RDC.—Six houses at Great Samp- 
ford. C, Council Offices, Debden-rd. 

OCTOBER 10. 

*Cuckfield RDC.—Eight dwellings, Hanlye-la. A. 

Hutchings, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 11. 

*Salford TC.—Adaptation of Grammar Sch., Leaf- 
sq.. into Technical High Sch. City E, Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Convent 


2s. 


Runfold 


OCTOBER 17. 
*Castle Donington RDC.—Four pairs of bungalows 
and one biock of three houses at Clapgun-st. 
McCarthy, Collings and Co., 187, Forest-rd.. Coal- 


vill Dep. 
NO DATE. 
*Bridlington BC.—S2 houses at West 
TC, Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 26. 

*Camberwell BC.—Chain link on 

and chestnut spill, Kingswood House, 
drive. SES. 


~ 45. 





Hill estate. 


concrete posts 
Kingswood, 


OCTOBER 7. ; 

*Chester-le-Street RDC.—Supply of fireplaces, sani- 

tary fittings, ironmongery and patent flooring for 34 

dwellings at Birtley Town housing estate. F. Bowman, 
ARIBA, Estate Office, Great North-rd., Birtley. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 
SEPTEMBER 16. 
+Peterlee Dev. Corpn.—Sewerage works—850 lin. 
vds. of 36-in. dia. cast-iron sea outfall pipe, including 
steel trestle piling; spun-iron pipe sewers, etc.; and 
1,000,000-gal. capacity storage tank, sludge pumping 
station, etc. D. Balfour & Sons, MM.ICE. consult- 

ing engrs., 131, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £10. 
SEPTEMBER 26. 
Ealing BC.—Surface water relief sewer, Rothesay- 
ave., Greenford. BS. Dep. £2. ; ; 
Herne Bay UDC.—1.400 sup. yds. of r.c. carriage- 
way with footpaths and sewers. (Part of Fitzgerald- 


ave.) 
SEPTEMBER 27. 

Maidstone Waterworks Co.—Construction of r.c. 
reservoir of 1,000,000 gals. capacity, etc., at Detling. 
Ener. & Manager. Dep. £5 5s. 

SEPTEMBER 28. 

Marple UDC.—Marple_ sewerage—contract No. 1. 
G. B. Kershaw & Kaufman, consulting engrs., 1, 
Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £5 Ss. 


XS. 





Stratford-on-Avon RDC.—1} miles of spun-iron 
water mains with fittings and temporary pumping 
station, etc., at Snitterfield. Willcox, Raikes & 
Marshall, engrs., 33, Gt. Charles-st., B’ham 3: 
Dep. £5 Ss. 

SEPTEMBER 30. 
East Shropshire Water Bd.—Laying of 2.450 


lin. yds. of 3-in. dia. asbestos cement water mains, 
etc. (Homer and Wig Wig water supply). A. S. 
Waters & Ptnrs., engrs., 25, Temple-row, B’ham 2. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
OCTOBER 1. 
Wigton RDC.—Aspatria & Silloth water supply 
extension: 7,860 yds. of 12-in., 5,640 yds. of 9-in. 
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18,400 yds. of 6-in. and 8.040 yds. of 4-in. asbestos- 

cement water mains, etc. - K. Rodwell, civil 

engr., 29, High-st., Wetherby. Dep. £3 3s. 
OCTOBER 6. 

Liskeard & District Water Bd.—Construction of 

extensions to Board's waterworks. @. H. Ivory & 

Ptnrs., Board’s engrs,, 24, Athenaeum-st., Plymouth. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
OCTOBER 10. 

Bolton CBC.—Street and sewering works in various 
districts. Boro’ E&S, Town Hall, Bolton. 

OBER 21. 

*Yeovil BC.—Sewage purification works at Pen 
Mill. J. D. & D. M. Watson, MM.ICE, 18, Queen 
Anne’s-gate, Westminster, SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 

NO DATE. 

*Wardle UDC.—Concrete roads 
Ashbrooke. C. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 
Chobham.—ScHoo..—Surrey CC is to erect a 
county secondary schoo! at Sunningdale-rd. for 300 
pupils. Selected firms will be asked to tender. Archi- 
tects are Sir John Brown, A. E. Henson & Ptnrs., 
117, Sloane-st., SW1, in conjunction with County 

Architect. 

Coulsdon and Purley.—ScHooL.—The erection of a 
primary school at Hayes-la.. Kenley, bas been 
approved by CC. Plans by County Architect’s Dept. 

Esher.—LiBraRY.—Plans have been approved by 


and sewers at 


UDC for the erection of a new central library. The 
est. cost is £26,805. 
Hayes and Harlington. — GRANDSTAND AND 


CHANGING ACCOMMODATION.—A grandstand, changing 
accommodation with showers, and room for a café- 
teria is to be erected for UDC at the running track, 
Park Farm, at an est. cost of £20,000. 
Purley.—CuHuRCH.—An extension scheme is planned 
for &. John the Baptist’s Catholic Church, Dale-rd., 
at an est. cost of £20.000. Architect is T. C. Kerr- 
ay of Walter and Kerr-Bate, 14, Gray’s Inn-sq., 


St. Marylebone.—CoL_EGE HQ.—Messrs. Stone, 
Toms and Ptnrs. are the architects for a new head- 
quarters for the Royal College of Midwives, which is 
to be erected in Mansfield-st., Portland-pl. (lt is 
hoped to be ready for occupation in 1957.) 

Sutton.—SHOWROOM AND GARAGE.—TI. P. Bennett 
& Son, 43, Bloomsbury-sq., WC1, are the architects 
for a petrol service station, motor-car showroom, 
paint spraying shop, lubrication bay and garage for 
vehicles for Phoenix Motors, Ltd., at 324-326, 


High-st. 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—PC Council of Christ’s Church pro- 
pose the rebuilding of the church. Architects, North 
& Padmore, Diocesan Offices, Bangor, North Wales. 

Barnard Castle.—The RDC architect, J. Lawton, 
45, Galgate, Barnard Castle, has prepared plans for 
16 flats and 16 houses at Cockfield, and tenders are 
being invited.—Tenders are also being obtained for 
construction of roads and sewers on the Etherley Red 
House estate and the erection of 20 flats on the same 
site. 

Barnsley.—TC seek loan £11,000 for adaptations 
and alterations at Canon Hall, Cawthorne, as an 
art gallery and museum. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—TC approved in principle 
ereetion of new office block at 57, Duke-st., for 
London and Manchester Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Birkenhead.—Plans submitted: to BC: Layout for 
216 houses and shops between Manor-dr. and 
Moreton-rd. for Richard Costain & Sons (Liverpool), 
Ltd Plans by O. W. Williams & Sutcliffe, 2a, 
Temple Dale-st., Liverpool.—New social club at 
Lorn-st. for the British Transport Commission.— 
Extensions to St. Matthew’s Church, Park-rd. East, 
for the RC Council. Plans by J, Johnson, 6, Hazel- 
gr., Liverpool 23.—Extension to shop premises at 
406, Borough-rd., for the Birkenhead & District 
Co-operative Society Ltd. 

Birmingham.—Public Works Com. propose to 
build a 9-storey car park at junction of Bull Ring 
and Moor-st. Est. cost, £1,117,000. 

Bolton.—H. ; Sugden, Ltd., propose re- 
building of premises at 11/13, Market-st. Architects, 
Bradshaw, Gass & Hope, 19, Silverwell-st., Bolton. 





Bury.—TC propose a 50-place extension to 
Brandlesholme House Old People’s Hostel. 

Carlisle.—-City C is to consider tenders for the 
erection of four shops and flats at Harraby. City E, 


L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle.—City C is to 
spend £10,000 on the provision of portable classrooms 
at Upperby, Norman-st. and Robert Ferguson schools. 
City E, L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle. 

Cheltenham.—BC propose erection of six shops, 
four flats and 12 maisonettes with eight garages on 
Lynworth estate. Boro’ S is negotiating with George 
Wimpey & Co. 

Chester.—RC Authorities of the Parish of St. 
Francis propose the erection of a Chapel of Ease at 
the Lache Estate. 

Darlington.—TC approved plans 
garage, West Auckland-rd., for the Darlington 
Chemical & Insulating Co., Ltd., and also for 
secondary modern technical school in Rockwell-ave., 
for the EC. Boro’ A, A. Tornbohm, Central- 
bldgs., Darlington.—Summerson’s Foundries, Ltd., 
are to reconstruct the inspection shop at their Albert 
Hill Foundry, York-st., Darlington, and plans have 
been approved.—Sherwood Bros., Darlington, plan 
garage, showrooms and offices in East-st.—Austin 
Sanderson & Co., Ltd., motor engineers, Northgate, 
Darlington, are seeking the approval of the local 
authority to the erection of garage and showrooms 
in Woodland-rd. 


for offices and 
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Durham.—Tenders are being obtained by the CC 
for proposed additions to Hartlepool Throston County 

hool. County A, . R. CjJayton, Court-la., 
Durham.—The CC will consider tenders for the 
building of the first stage (the administrative block) 
of new county fire headquarters at Durham, cost 
£30,000. The complete. scheme will cost £100,000. 
County A, South Durham. 

Guiseley (Yorks). Messrs. Greenwoods, Ltd., 
Bradford, propose erection of warehouse and offices 
at White Cross. Architects, S. Jackson & Son, 
Ocean-chbrs., Piccadilly, Bradford. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—No contracts have yet been 
placed for the erection of a public-house in Mill-la. 
for J. Rowell & Son, Ltd., 143, High-st., Gateshead. 
Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields (A). 

Hesketh Bank (Lancs). — Methodist Authorities 
(Rev. S. L. Lane) propose the erection of a new 
Sunday school. 

Hull.—Freeman, Fox & Ptnrs., 68, Victoria-st., 
London, SWI, preparing plans for suspension bridge 
across the Humber, joining Yorkshire at Hessle with 
Lincolnshire. 

Hyde.—BC approved the erection of 47 houses on 
the Donald-av. estate, £69,399 estimated.—Approved 
layout for new omnibus station at George-st.— 
Erection of shops and flats at the Harbour Farm 
estate. 

Leeds.—Regional Hospital Board propose altera- 
tions and improvements at the Princess-rd. Hospital, 
Ripon. Architects, Jackson & Calvert, 3, Raglan- 
st., Harrogate.—Approved plans for 2-storey factory 
and office block at the Seacroft estate for the For- 
grove Machinery Co., Ltd.—2-storey factory and 
offices at Parkside, Hunslet, for Porterprint, Ltd. 

Liverpool.—Architect_ for Greaves Hall Hospital 
(phase 2) is T. N. Mitchell, ARIBA, Reg. Arch., 
Liverpool Reg. Hospital Bd., 88, Church-st., Liver- 
pool, | (not as stated in our last issue). QS, Messrs. 
Langdon and Every. 16. Hackins Hey, Liverpool. 

Maelor (Flints)—RDC to invite tenders for 4 
houses at Worthenbury.—Approved layout for 73 
houses at Bangor. 

Manchester.—TC approved plans for 11 houses at 
Patchcroft-rd. and Coleby-av., Peel Hall, Wythen- 
shawe, for Albert Locke (1940), Ltd. Architects, 
Price, Nunn & Quysner, 180, Oxford-rd., Manchester. 

Manchester.—The British Electricity Authority pro- 
pose extensions to existing offices at the corner of 
Wilmslow-rd. and Wingate-rd., Didsbury. Architects, 
Harry S. Fairhurst & Sons, 55, Brown-st., Man- 
chester.—The Baguley Boys’ Club propose extensions 
to club premises at Scout-dr., Newall Green, 
Wythenshawe.—A. Nicholson (Manchester), Ltd., 
Propose extensions to warehouse at adium-st., 
Ancoats. Plans by Leslie D. Clegg Morgan & Co.. 
Oldham.—Senior Motors, Ltd., propose erection of 
a motor showroom on the site of 22/28, Wilmslow- 
rd., Rusholme. Architects, Roberts & Roberts, 40, 
King-st., Manchester.—Plans approved for the erec- 
tion of a church on a site adjoining 550, Wilbraham- 
rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, for T. Glass (Elim 
Church), 309. Dickinson-rd., Rusholme. 

Matlock.—The Derwent Valley Co-op. 
Ltd., propose the erection of a branch 
Lynholmes-rd., Hurst Rise, Matlock. 

Middlesbrough.—13 shops and 18 flats at Park End. 
Boro’ E (A).—Aluminium assembly hall. Danegarth 
Primary School. Boro’ E (A)}.—Conversion of 244, 
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Marton-rd. into Irish Social Club, Roman 
Diocese of Middlesbrough.—New Church of 
Chads, churches and church halls on Berwick His 
and Thorntree housing estates.—Extensions to § 
Mary’s Church at Acklam. , 
Middlesbrough.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Hospital Board 
‘Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose additions v 
X-ray department at the General Hospital at £20,009) 
‘No contracts have been let. Board's Chief A. Bp i. 
Knighton, ARIBA.—Sketch plans are in hand’ fog 
proposed new police headquarters for TC “a 
Home Office has approved the scheme in 
Boro’ E, J Kenyon, Municipal-blidys., 
‘brough.—Following an inquiry, the MH and 
approved proposals by Sherwood Brothers, Lid 
motor engineers, Grange-rd., Darlington, for ¥° 
erection of garage, showroom and petrol-filling gtario, 
in Marton-rd., Middlesbrough. 
Nantwich.—The London Central Meat Co,, Ltd 
propose the erection of a new factory on a site nea 
the Red Lion Hotel. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Housing Com. has approved 
plans for 16 houses and 26 flats and maisonettes 00 
the Slatyford estate, to cost £74,000, and plang fo, 
24 flats and maisonettes in three storeys and 7 Garages 
at Byker Bank. Cost £45,169. City A (A) —¢ 
Corporation received approval to a Compulsory py. 
chase order for the Scotswood area which will com. 
mence a 10-year plan to demolish 4.540 slums anj 
rehouse nearly 10,000 families. The first contrac, 
for some of the new houses may be placed in a fey 


Catholic 


Principle 
Middle. 
LG hay 


Station 


weeks. City A (A).—The City Corporation is recom. 
mended to approve the rebuilding of the Ousebym 
Bridge. Cost £40,000. City E, P. Parr. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The architects for a propose 
new outpatients’ department at the Royal Victoriz 
Infirmary are Turley & Williamson, 46, Jesmond-q 
Newcastle. The project, which may cost aboy 
£150,000, is still in very early stages.—The City C js 
obtaining tenders tor the erection of a café pavilion 
in the Exhibition Park. City A, G. Kenyon, 1§, 
Cloth-market, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle - on - Tyne.—Newcastle & Gateshead 
Water Co. have had plans approved for extensions 
to their offices in Pilgrim-st.. Newcastle.—Plans by 
M. Gatoff, 25, Trafalgar-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
alterations and extensions to the factory of Tyne 
Clothiers, Ltd., Hunters-rd., have been approved — 
The North Eastern Electricity Bd., Jesmond-rd,, 
have had plans by their own staff approved for 
conversion of premises in St. Andrew’s-st. into 3 
motor vehicle workshop and petrol storage tank, 
—Callers, Ltd., furnishers, are to reconstruct the 
frontages of 10, Il and 13, Saville-row, and erect a 
canopy. A, C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle, 

North Shields.—No contracts have yet been placed 
for proposed bakery additions in Norham-rd. for 
North Tyneside Co-op. Bakeries, Ltd. Plans are by 
the CWS Architects’ Department, 90, Westmorland. 
trd., Newcastle-on-Tvne. 

Ponteland (Northumberland).—Relay Constructions, 
Ltd., Monkseaton, Whitley Bay, have bought about 





five acres of land at Ponteland for the erection of 
houses.—H. Atkinson, builder, Ponteland, is to 
build houses on a site of about four acres at 


Ponteland. 

Redcar (Yorks).—New Church of England church, 
south-west area. 

Rochdale.—-TC approved plans for alterations and 


extensions at ‘‘ Spring Bank,’’ Tweedale-st., for the 
Co-operative Insurance Society, Ltd. ; 
Rotherham.—BC propose extensions to_ provide 


improved facilities at the Sheffield-rd. Baths Hall, 
£17.500 estimated. ; 

Sheffield.—Regional Hospital Board approved in 
principle improvements to casualty and X-ray depart- 
ments at John Coupland Hospital, Gainsborough.— 
Conversion of ward unit to form accommodation for 
tuberculous patients at Kendrey Infectious Diseases 
Hospital.—Adaptations at No. 2, Chatham Villas, 
Chatham-st., Rotherham, to form chest clinic.— 
Approved plans for extensions to X-ray department 
and Branston and Davy wards at Newark Hospital. 
—To include in 1956/7 programme scheme for the 
development of Scunthorpe and_ District War 
Memoria! Hospital.—Seek Ministry approval for a 
new X-ray department at Beckett Hospital, central 
kitchen at Victoria Hospital, and _ out-patients 
department and reconstruction of 16 main ward 
units at Nottingham City Hospital.—Approved erec- 
tion of an animal house for the virus research unit 
at Lodge Moor Hospital, £10,000 estimated. : 

Sherburn (Co. Durham).—Contracts are still 
undecided for the erection of licensed premises for 
Hammond United Breweries, Ltd. Architects, Page, 
Son & Hill, 75, King-st.. South Shields. 

Skelton (Yorks).—UDC is being recommended by 
the Surveyor (Mr. F. Stringer) to concentrate ils 
housing programme for the next three years in the 
Skelton area. 

South Shields.—The MH and LG has approved 
proposals by John Rowell & Son, Ltd., brewers, 143, 
High-st., Gateshead, to construct a new public-house 
at the junction of Harton-la. and Prince Edward-rd., 
South Shields. (Plans have not yet been approved by 
the local authority.) 

Stretford.—_W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd., propose 
extensions to offices at Trafford Park-rd. Architects, 
Young & Purves, 12, St. Annes-sq., Manchester. 

Stockport.—TC approved plans: single-storey office 
building at Phoenix Chemical Works, Harrogate-rd., 
for Charles Lowe (Manchester), Ltd.—Extensions at 
the White Lion Hotel, Great Underbank, for 
Chesters Brewery Co., Ltd.—Alterations and addi- 
tions to Methodist Sunday schoo! at Broadstone-rd. 
for the trustees.—New hotel to be known as the Fire 
Tree at Gorton-rd. and Longford-rd. West for Peter 
Walker & Son, Ltd.—Improvements to Our Lady's 
RC Primary Schools. Architects, Reynolds & Scott, 
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a Albert-sq., Manchester.—To prepare amended 
theme for erection of flats at the rear of Dodge 
Hill House, Love-la.—Appreved layout for a further 
300 dwellings on the southern side of the Brinnjngton 
Neighbourhood Unit. fi seer e 

Salford. -MH&LG provisionally sanctioned scheme 
for 650 flats, houses, maisonettes, etc., at Littleton- 
rd. for Housing Committee. 

Tiptree. —Essex CC propose 
sation at Church-rd. a aia ae 

Tynemouth.— The TC has received an application 
from a firm for a factory site at Percy Main on which 
erect new works which will employ 1,200 people. 
(The TC is being recommended to approve the 

lication.) 
7p polland.—UDC propose the adaptation of Hall 
Gane House to form new municipal offices.—To 
rect 16 houses on the Highgate estate, £20,615 
“timated. —Approved layout for erection of houses 
ner bungalows at Lafford-la. for J. Gaffney & Son. 
ea CC propose the erection of a new county 
library and a hostel for aged persons at Alma Hill. 
Plans by County A., G. Noel Hill, Preston. 

Wallsend (Northumberland).—The TC has agreed 
to transfer land at Denbigh-ave. to the Northumber- 
land CC for the building of a_county primary school, 
and land at Low Willington Farm for a new Roman 
Catholic School. P. J. Stienlet, Newcastle (A). 

Wallsend.—The Corporation Baths Com. is con- 
sidering the provision of additional baths facilities.— 
The TC approved layout plans for 139 houses on Low 
Willington Farm estate, and it is proposed to 
negotiate contracts with J. Armstrong, Macnamara- 
rd., Wallsend. for 32 houses, and with J. H. James, 


erection of new fire 


Archer-st., Wallsend, for 66 three-storied flats and 
six houses on the estate. sali 
Workington.—The MH has approved in_ principle 


an £87,000 scheme by Newcastle Hospital Board for 
new maternity unit at Workington Infirmary. Archi- 
tects, Simpson, Oldfield & Saul, National Provincial 
Bank-chbrs., Workington. QS, J. T. Hart, Natproban- 
chbrs., Carlisle 

Walkden.—Messrs. Whites Nunan, Ltd., Church- 
st., Manchester, propose the erection of new mould- 
ing and pattern shop at  Sharp-st. Architects, 
Pendleton & Dickinson, 16, Brazennose-st., Man- 
chester. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments. 

Ayrshire.—New commercial depot, engineering and 
other buildings for the Ayrshire Area of the South 
of Scotland Electricity Board, Kilmarnock, at Lower 
Glencairn-st., Kilmarnock. Architect, Alexander 
waniop (L), 110, King-st., The Cross, Kilmarnock: 
“ames Melville & Sons, Ltd.. Ayrshire Contracting 
Works, Newmilnes. est. cost £21,000. 

Bedlington.—Work is in hand on additions to 
Bedlington Social Club. Architect, J. M. Angus, 21, 
Lovaine-pl., _Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. Carse & 
Sons, Ltd., Oldgate, Morpeth, £18,000. 

Benton (Northumberland).—Extensions to garage of 
Robb and Wearhead. Ltd.: *A. Gunning, Harring- 
ton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Billingham-on-Tees. — Erection of apprentices’ 
training school for Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Ltd. Plans by the firm's own staff: *Leslie & Co., 


Depart- 


Darlington and London. Foundations, Brims & 
Co., Ltd., City-rd., Newcast'e-on-Tyne. Steelwork, 
Redpath Brown & Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, cost 
£100,000. 


Blackburn.—Erection of Shadsworth Junior School 
for EC: *William Livesey & Sons, Ltd., Blackburn, 
£51,175. 

Bradford.—Stage 1 of a new mill at Fairweather- 


green for Woolcombers, Ltd.: *Wm. Irwin & Co. 
Ltd., Burley-rd., Leeds. 
Brecon.— Additional classrooms, Ysgol-v-Graig 


County Primary School for County Architect, Brecon: 
*Davies. Middleton & Davies, Ltd., Cardiff, £3,800. 

Cardiff.—Superstructure south stand, Cardiff 
Atms Park for Welsh Rugby Union. Consulting 
engineers: W. S. Atkins & Ptnrs., 6, Park-pl., Cardiff: 
*Davies. Middleton & Davies, Ltd., Cardiff. £8.500. 

Cardiff.—Proposed new factory and office block 
for Messrs. Goddard Industries, Ltd., Penarth-rd., 
Cardiff. Architect. J. Morgan Harries. MA, BArch, 
ARIBA. 40. Caroline-st.. Bridgend: *Davies, Middle- 
ton & Davies, Ltd.. Cardiff, £16.000 

Chesterfield.—Erection of 4 additional bays to 
administration block at glass works, Sheffield-rd., 
for BTH Co., Ltd.: *J. Parnell & Son, Ltd., Oliver- 
st.. Rugby. 

Consett.—41 houses at for the UDC. 
S., E. Simpkin. Council Medomsley-rd., 
Consett: +R. C. Williamson, Rowlands Gill, 
0. Durham (provisionally). 

Coventry.—Frection of new building at Foleshill- 
td. and Webster-st. for Lockhurst-lane (Foleshill) 
Industrial Co-operative Society, Ltd.: *Wm. Moss & 
Sons, Ltd.. Queens-rd., Loughborough. New. tele- 
Phone exchange at Banner-la. for Standard Motor 


Ebchester 
Offices, 
Etd.. 


Co., Ltd.: *Garlicks, Ltd., 42, Far Gosford-st., 
Coventry. 

Glaseow.—New houses at Whittingham-dr. Archi- 
tect, Robert Bruce, 3. Park Circus-pl., Woodlands- 


rd., Glasgow: *John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., 137, 
West Regent-st.. Blythswood, Glasgow. 
(Glasgow.—Office buildings for the Glasgow and 
est of Scotland Electricity Board, also canteen at 
Eglinton-st., Eglinton Toll. Architect, Thomas S. 
Cordiner (A), Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st.. 
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Glasgow: *Brown, Frazer & Co., Ltd., 24 Durward- 
ave., Langside, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Protestant Primary School at Barlanark. 
Council Architect, John Macnab (F), Education 
Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow: *James Crawford & Sons, 
Ltd., 14, Woodlands-ter., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow, 
£107,234. 

Glasgow.—200 houses as Unit 4 at the Castlemilk 
housing site for which the corporation has accepted 
the tender £247,496; also shops and maisonettes at 
the Kyleachen-rd. housing site at Arden at £33,690. 
Architect, Archibald G. Jury (F), Planning and Archi- 
tectural Department, The Trongate, Glasgow: *The 
Scottish Construction Co., Ltd., 28, Renfield-la., 
Glasgow, and *Robert W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., St. 
Enochs-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Wool buildings, etc. (plans by the prin- 
cipal contractor’s staff architects), for James Thomson 
& Son, Ltd., fellmongers and wool merchants, 
Dennistoun, at 126 to 134, Drygate: *James N. 
Connell & Co. (Engineers), Ltd., Phoenix & Clifton 
Works, Coatbridge. 

Glasgow.—30 houses (plans prepared by their own 
architects) at a Barfillan site, Govan: *Athol, Ltd., 
29. Park-circus, Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Guiidford.—Six pairs of houses and two blocks of 
eight flats for BC. Engineer, G. H. Causey, BSc, 
AMICE. Quantities by F. W. Norris, ARICS: *F. 
Clarke & Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., Addlestone, Surrey 
(6 pairs) £16,836, (2 blocks of 8 flats), £19,120. 

Heywood.—Alterations to premises at Market-pl. 
for Brown Bros. & Taylor, Ltd.: *H. E. B. Greene 
& Co., Ltd., Liverpool. 

Hope Valley.—Erection of 52 houses 
Coggers-la. and Hill-la.: *Finnegan, Ltd. 

Hyde.—Extensions at Onward Works, Manchester- 
rd., for E. Peart & Co., Ltd.: *Martin & Shepley, 
Ltd., Ashton-rd., Newton, Hyde. 

Inskip (Lancs).—Erection of new transmitter build- 
ing at Higham-rd. for the Admiralty: *Geo. Wimpey 





between 


& Co., Ltd., London. | ‘ie 
Inverness-shire.—Extensive additions and_ altera- 
tions, etc., at Mov Hall. Excavation, building and 


allied works, *James Cambell & Son (Building Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 39, Tomnahurish-rd. Sculpture works, 
*lan F. Cameron & Sons, Ltd., 79, Glen Urquhart- 
rd. Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and_ allied 
works, *Frazer & Macdougall, Ltd., 33, Kinnell-st. 
Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied works, 
*Robert Bruce & Co., Ltd., 1, Tommnahurish-rd. 
Plaster, lathing and allied works, *Hugh Macdonald 
& Sons, Ltd., 70, Lochalsh-rd. Slating, roughcasting 
and allied works. *James Gray & Sons, Ltd., 94/96, 
Academy-st. Heating engineering installation and 
allied works, *James S. Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 41, 
Tomnahurish-rd Electricity fittings installation and 
allied works, *The Queensgate Electrical Engineéring 
Co., Ltd., Queensgate. Painting, decorating, glazing 
and allied works, Thomas Tulloch & Co., Ltd., 
77/79, Church-st. All above contractors of Inver- 





ness. 

Jarrow.— Erection of 
Jarrow, for the Vicar of Hedworth. Architects, 
Cordingley and MclIntyre, The College. Durham 
*D. and J. Ranken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., Sunderland, 
£10,000. 

Lambeth.—200 flats and maisonettes, Opal-st., for 

; Architect, H. Moncrieff, FRIBA. AMTPI 
Quantities by Arthur Boxall & Ptnrs.: *Tersons, Ltd., 
4, Dollis-park, Finchley, N3, £430,852. 

Lanarkshire.—Scheme of new dwelling-houses at a 
Burnside site on the East Kilbride-rd., Rutherglen. 
Architect, Norman Macfadzean (F), 137, West Regent- 
st., Glasgow: *John Lawrence & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 
West Regent-st,, Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Third development of the Sunnieside 
housing scheme consisting of 30 houses for Holytown 
Architect, Samuel MacColl (A), Planning and Archi- 
tectural Department, County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West Excavation, brick, building and 
allied works, *Andrew Wright & Sons, Ltd., Blantyre 
Contracting Works, Lanarkshire, £11,992. 
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Lancaster.—Erection of further 42 houses at the 
Ridge Estate for TC: *Nicholson & Wright, Ltd., 
Lancaster, £63,959. 

Liverpool.—Work for City C: Reconstruction and 
widening of bridge No. 66 carrying Long-la., over 
railway at Fazakerley: *Fletcher & Co. (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Mansfield, Notts., £28,301; construc- 
tion of new bridge at Bridge No. 20, to carry Bowring 
Park-rd., over railway: *Rimmer Bros. (Liverpool), 
Ltd., Cheadle-ave., Liverpool, 13, £17,489. 

London (Tavistock-sq.).—Extension to Tavistock 
Hotel at corner of Tavistock-sq. and Upper Woburn- 
pl., WC. Architect, C. Lovett Gill, FRIBA: *Mullen 
and Lumsden, Ltd. 

Manchester.—Erection of a temporary 2-storey 
television centre at Quay-st. for Granada Theatres, 
Ltd.: *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, near Man- 
chester. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work commenced on con- 
struction of shops, offices and motor showrooms in 


New Bridge-st. and Pilgrim-st. Architect, J. M. 
Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle: *R. W. Bell & 
Co. (Builders), Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensive alterations and addi- 
tions to Cross House Buildings, Westgate-rd. 
Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick and MacKellar, 21, 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle: *Stanley Miller, Ltd., 17, 
North-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. — Construction of attested 
market at Blackfriars-rd. for TC: *F. Hancock (Con- 
struction), Ltd., Anderton House, Whartf-st., Stoke- 
on-Trent, £6,406. 


Notts.—Following for EC:—2 additional class- 
rooms at Balderton County Primary School: *H. 
Baggaley, Ltd., Baums-la., Mansfield. 2 additional 


classrooms at Carlton Cavendish County Secondary 
School: *Vic Hallam, Ltd., Valley Works, Langley- 
mill. Classrooms at Coddington Primary School: 
*Spooners, Ltd., Glebe-rd., Stoneferry, Hull. 3 class- 
rooms at West Bridgford Rectory-rd. and 1 at 
Ruddington-st. Peters C. of E. School: *W. J. 
Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Nottingham. 

Renfrewshire.—New factory for Scottish Industrial 
Estates, Ltd., at a Port Glasgow site at Baldrainie. 
Architects, Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 12, Clare- 
mont-gdns., Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow: ‘*James Y. 
Keenie & Co., Ltd., Fleurs-st., Houston-sq., John- 
stone. 

South Shields.—Erection of licensed premises at the 
corner of John Reid-rd. and Chesterton-rd. for W. A. 
Tinwell. Architects, Page, Son & Hill, 75, King- 
st., South Shieids: *D. Glen, Ltd., Albert-rd., 
Jarrow. 

Stalybridge.—Council to erect 50 houses on the 
Ridgehill-la. estate: *Direct Labour. (A tender of 
£71,069 by the Boro’ S., Mr. C. Sanderson, estimated 
to be £55 a house cheaper than the next lowest 
tender by a private contractor has been approved. 
Work is expected to begin in October.) 

Stone.—Erection of 11 aged persons bungalows for 
UDC: *Gregory Housing, Ltd.. Worthing, Sussex, 
£11,400. 

Stirlingshire.—Office buildings for the British Alu- 


minium Co., Ltd., 9, Roseberry-cres., Edinburgh, at 
a site at Davies Loan, Bainsford, Falkirk (plans 
by their own architects): *James Laidlaw & Sons, 


Ltd., Clydebank Contracting Works, Dalmarnock-rd., 
Rutherglen, £85,000. 


Sunderland.—Erection of a fitting shop at the 
Pallion Steelworks of E. Jopling and Sons. Archi- 
tects, J. Potts and Son, 57, Jahn-st., Sunderland: 
*J. and T. Parker, Ltd., St. Oswald's House, Sun- 
derland. 


Wallsend.—28 Council houses at Low Willington 
Farm: *F. P. Dodsworth, Wallsend, £36,434. Exten- 
sions to Civic Hall: *Thomas Clements & Sons, 
Ltd., Selborne-gdns., Newcastle, £19,398. 

West Bromwich.—Extensions to premises at 18/30, 
Lyng-la. for The Retson Co., Ltd., 28, Newhaill-hill, 
Birmingham: *W. Kendrick & Sons, Ltd., Kendrick- 
st.. Walsall. 

London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts over 
£1,000 in value:— 

Lancashire: Building work, J. R. Ashall, Ltd., 
“* Greenway,’’ Manchester-rd., Paddington, Warring- 
ton. Stirlingshire: Pipe work, John Wight & Co. 
(Edinburgh), Ltd., Earls-gate, Grangemouth.  Fife- 
shire: Fencing, James Ritchie & Son. Buffies Brae, 
Dunfermline. Hampshire: Steelwork, Dawnays, Ltd., 
Steelworks-rd., SWII. Northern Ireland: Road 
maintenance, J. McQuillan, Ltd., Glenside Quarries, 
Dunmurry; road construction, J. B. Warke & Co., 
Castlerock, Co. Londonderry. Hampshire: Steel- 
work. Sanders & Forster, Ltd., Thames Works, Hart- 
ford-rd., Barking, Essex. Dunbartonshire: Painting, 
R. McCartney (Painters), Ltd., 164, Bath-st., Glasgow. 
Northern Ireland: Jetty repairs, McLaughlin & 
Harvey, Ltd., 16, Bishop-st., Londonderry. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended September 3:— 


Building work: Charles R. Price, Barnsley-rd., 
Doncaster: William Townson & Sons, Ltd., Higher 
Swan-la.. Bolton, Lancs; Drabble Construction. Ltd., 


Wellingborough, Northants; J. H. Woodward (Cttrs.), 
Ltd., Eastfield-rd., Leamington Spa; _Y. J. Lovell & 
Son, Ltd., High-st., Marlow, Bucks; R. Carse & Son, 


Ltd., 15, Prospect-pl., Amble, Northumberland. 
Supply and installation of air conditioning units: 
Lightfoot Refrigeration Co., Ltd., Abbeydale-rd., 
North Circular-rd., Wembley, Middlesex. Construc- 
tion of hardstandings: James White (Contractors), 
Ltd., 25. Comiston-rd., Edinburgh, 10. Painting 
work: Smiths Decorators (Newcastle), Ltd., 43, 
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Blackett-st., Newcastle, 1; R. Corben & Sons, Ltd., 
5, Castle-st., Dover, Kent; Fields, Ltd., 12, Kew-rd., 
Richmond, Surrey; Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Church- 
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THE BUILDER 


rd., Ash, nr. Aldershot, Hants; Arnold Sharrocks, 
Ltd., 175, Northcote-rd., SW11; George Jones & 
Son (Cttrs.), Ltd., 27b, Kensington Church-st., W8. 
Resurfacing work: Wirksworth Quarries, Ltd., Bank 
House, 296, Pentonville-rd., Nl; Limmer & Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., Steel House, Tothill-st., 
SWI; Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
4, Woodside-pl., Glasgow, C3. Artificers’ work and 


maintenance of land: George Blease & Co., Ltd., 
Henry-st., Saw Mills, Crewe; Charles R, Price, 
Barnsley-rd., Doncaster; Holborow & Sons, Ltd., 








Gloucester House, The Chipping, Tetbury, Glos; W. 
& J. Simons, Ltd., Gordon-rd., West Bridgford, 
Notts; Pat Pateman & Son, Ltd., Limehurst-ave., 
Loughborough, Leics; Frank Wood (Wendover), Ltd.. 
Avlesbury-st., Wendover, Bucks; Surface Mainten- 
ance Services, Ltd., Durham House, 124, Old 
Christchurch-rd., Bournemouth, Hants. Construction 
of runways and taxiways: Sir Alfred McAlpine & 
Son, Ltd., Hooton, Little Sutton, Wirral, Cheshire. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of tenders 
for Metropolitan Police building works: Alterations 
and improvements, Golders Green Pofice Station, 
*CBC, Ltd., £4,430. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts 
of Works:— 

Lancashire: PO Garage, Phoenix-st., Oldham, 
alterations and adaptations, W. Fearnley & Sons 
(Salford), Ltd., Constance Works, Eccles New-rd.. 
Salford, 5 (omitted from previous return, week ended 
August 20, 1955.) 

Week ended August 27, 1955:—Cornwall: Coast- 
guard Station, Gorran Haven, new duty room and 
alterations to existing CG cottages, Nicholls & 
Nicholls, Portscathe, Truro. Essex: Epping, erection 
of TE, S. Cronin & Sons, Ltd., 161-163, Warley- 
hill, Brentwood. Glamorganshire: Stormy Down Air- 


placed by Ministry 


field. nr. Bridgend, external repainting, lan Williams 
& Co., 59, Queen-st., Cardiff. London: , Science 
Museum, South Kensington, SW7, internal decora- 


tions, F. Troy & Co., Ltd., 131, Gt. Suffolk-st., SEI. 
Nottinghamshire: Rampton Hospital, erection of new 
dining block, H. Rouse & Sons, Mansfield Wood- 
house, Notts. Northumberland: Post Office Station 
Sorting Office. Orchard-st., Newcastle. internal re- 
decorations, Wm. Holt (N/c), Ltd., 4, Sandyford-rd.. 
Newcastle. Somersetshire: Admiralty T / Office Building, 
Foxhill, nr. Bath, alterations to form new model shop, 
G. Manning & Sons, 1-2, Wood-st., Bath. Surrey: 
Claims and Records Office. Ruskin-ave., Kew, ex- 
ternal decorations, J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, 
Graham-rd., SWI19. Worcestershire: Royal Aero- 
nautical Est., Larkhill, works in connection with 
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FLOORS 
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Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











September 9 1955 


Project ‘‘ J,’’ Lavender McMillan (Con 

54, Cheam Common-rd., Worcester patent) Lid, 

Yorkshire: Post Office, London House, Venda 

Otley, alterations to form base PO, F. Robins: a 

Sons (Bradford), Ltd., Fairweather Green Bradfa a 
§London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed b We 

Department for week ended August 27:— oer 
Anglesey: Miscellaneous, C. W. Beretta (An 


Ltd., Anglesey. Berkshire: Painting and dean?) 


F, J. Pilling Bros., Ltd., Hackney, E8, Essex: But 
ing, S. Cronin & Sons, Ltd., Brentwood. Hampshire 


Roadwork, Davis Watson & Elliots, Ltd., Aldershot 
building, E. J. Logan (Putney), Ltd., Putney SWis, 
painting and decorating, Arnold Sharrocks Lid. 
Ash, nr. Aldershot; drainlaying, F. Bracey (Roady 
Ltd., Watford; cladding to roofs, M. Hill Lid 
Horndean, Lancashire: Civil engineering, Nicho| 

& Wright, Ltd., Laneaster. London: Painting a 
decorating, T. H. Kenyon & Son, Ltd., London Wo 
Lincolnshire: Miscellaneous, N. J. Smith, Grimsby 
Midlothian: Miscellaneous, J. Martin & Son, Ltd 
Edinburgh. Middlesex: Electrical installations, Holl; 
day, Hall & Stimson, Ltd., Balham, SW12. Notting. 
hamshire: Site clearance and demolition of huts W. 
Westerman, Ltd., Chilwell. Oxfordshire: Wate, 
proofing, Bitumen Industries (Contractors), Ltg_ 
Slough. Staffordshire: Painting and decorating, F’ 
Labbett & Sons, Ltd., Nottingham. Warwickshire: 
Miscellaneous, A. Pearce & Sons (Building Cop. 
tractors), Ltd., Birmingham; painting and decorating 
W. J. Wood Building Renovation, Ltd., Manchester: 
roadwork, N. W. Dunn & Co., Ltd., Wallesbourne 
Wiltshire: Building, A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhil)) 
Ltd., Andover. West Lothian: Miscellaneous, N 
Thompson, Dalkeith. Yorkshire: Miscellaneous, J 
Craven & Son, Ltd., Thirsk. ‘ 


FIRE RISKS THROUGH CONVERSION 


There are always a number of fire hazards 
that may be introduced when converting an 
old building for modern use that cannot 
be excluded by compliance with by-laws, In 
order to draw the attention of architects and 
builders to these risks, and to give guidance 
where by-laws and other authoritative codes 
of practice may not, the Fire Offices’ Com- 
mittee of the Fire Protection Association 
have produced a booklet entitled “ Conver 
sion of Buildings’ which may be obtained, 
free of charge, from the Secretary, Fire Pro- 
tection Association, 15, Queen-street, EC4, 
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